The Renewable Energy Planning Database (REPD)
Early Market Engagement supplier event via MS Teams 
22 July 2020 13.30-15.30.

The Government is looking to retender for the provision of the collation, administration and maintenance of the Renewable Energy Planning Database (REPD). This database currently tracks the development of renewable electricity projects and storage projects through the planning system and reports to the Department. It is proposed that the remit of the contract is extended to include heat generation (e.g. the heat pumps, CHP, thermal output from energy from waste plants) and distribution (heat networks).
The Renewable Energy Planning Database (REPD) currently provides data that are essential to ensuring value for money for Government support schemes and developing policy. It is the only current means of obtaining reliable data on the pipeline of renewable electricity and storage projects, which are key for designing auction rounds under the Contract for Difference scheme, monitoring the growth of the nascent electricity storage market, and increasingly the only means of monitoring unsupported electricity projects as the market evolves. 

Replacing the REPD as the contract expires continue to be core to these aims. It is proposed that we take this opportunity to put in place similar data gathering to improving certainty in the growing heat network market.
The REPD currently provides data on the progress of renewable energy and storage projects from scoping (where known), through the various stages of planning and construction into operation. The data is used to:
· Track the development of renewable and storage projects through the planning system 
· Make estimates for the pipeline of projects that could bid into support schemes, such as Contract for Difference auctions, which are key for delivering value for money. 
· help identify where problems and delays may be occurring in policy, incentive mechanisms and the planning process, and 
· help in the budgeting of departmental spend of renewable generation incentives.

The data must be provided in a format which can load into many software packages including Relational database and other software packages that are available with BEIS (e.g. MS SQL, Postgres, Excel & SAS). This will allow for easy migration of data from system to system.
The current published REPD can be found at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/renewable-energy-planning-database-monthly-extract.

[bookmark: _Hlk44586569]To provide prospective suppliers with the opportunity to gain more detail on the project, we are planning to hold an Early Market Engagement supplier event via MS Teams on Wednesday, 22 July 2020 13.30-15.30. In this event we will provide an overview of the project requirements and the procurement process including timelines. There will also be a Q&A session where suppliers can submit questions.  
The main objectives of the event are to allow participants to ask questions on the project and procurement/ tender process. 
We will also use this opportunity to test some questions with prospective suppliers which includes: 
1) We will tender for one database to include both the REPD and the additional data on heat generation and distribution. We consider splitting the contract into two packages which suppliers will be asked to cost separately:
Package 1: Replace the REPD as the current contract expires and explore the possibility of including additional information (to be defined in the ITQ)
Package 2: Extend the data collection to also include heat networks by including data relevant to heat networks as well as thermal capacities, such as:
· If technology types are heat enabled 
· MW thermal installed (generation) capacity of existing REPD technologies and new heat specific technologies
· MW thermal export capacity for heat networks (district and communal)
· MW thermal consumption
· A range of heat network related technology types, including CHPs, heat pumps, energy from waste, solar thermal etc.
· Where possible also number of connections, length of network, and fuel type.

We would be interested to learn from prospective suppliers whether we should keep heat networks as a separate package or whether the data collection, output and uses for both elements will be so similar that it makes sense to keep as one package. 
2) There are alternative ways in which the data could be collated, and so we will strongly encourage innovative thinking from bidders as to how best to deliver this work. Cost savings will factor strongly in our assessment criteria of potential suppliers. Therefore, we think it would be valuable to ask potential suppliers to cost the project in two parts: 
i) Automated data collection using latest data science tools (this could be web scraping but we are open to suggestions from bidders). 
ii) Manual engagement and QA process
We would like to understand how easy it would be to provide this budget break down. 
If you would like to join the pre-tender event which will be held via Microsoft Teams please contact Rigmor Fowkes by Monday 20 July on the email address below to receive an invite.

How to apply:

This contract will be awarded based on the evaluation criteria which will be set out in the upcoming ITT  document for the mini competition later this summer.

To receive the invitation to quote for this project and because it can take up to 15 working days to register on the “Research Marketplace”, we encourage suppliers to 
1. be registered in advance to the competition being published. We encourage registering by Wednesday 29 July 2020 and
Set the relevant filters (see below) in order to be in the competition pool. We encourage suppliers review their filters and have these in place by Tuesday 18 August 2020.

To register on the “Research Marketplace”:

On the Cabinet Office’s Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS) Market Place’s website, refer to “access as a supplier” here: https://supplierregistration.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/dps#research.

On the “sign in page”, select “register for an account”  and select “supplier” as organisation type here: https://supplierregistration.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/login?qlid=%4008%3DZVZGRVRnPT0%3DNjJNT.

Follow the registration step and review the relevant filter settings (see below).

Setting the relevant filters for this procurement:

There are a range of subject area, research methods, and research outputs filters relevant to this procurement. A supplier will not be sent an invitation if they do not have experience in these and have not selected the following filters:

Analysis
Advanced Statistical Methods
Coding/ Data entry
Data Analytics
Data Mining
Desk research
Horizon scanning
Market analysis /sizing
Meta-Analysis
Qualitative
Quantitative
General

Reporting outputs
Automated Reporting
Data Visualisation
In-Depth/Bespoke Reporting and Analysis
Online Results and Data Portals
Presentations

Consultancy:
Customer Journey Mapping
Longitudinal
Design
Trendspotting


Subject area
The following filters are not mandatory in order to receive the invitation to quote but where suppliers can evidence relevant experience, they are encouraged to update their expertise accordingly: 

Sector – Energy

Please see video link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cngu3vHP7ug&feature=youtu  from CCS on how to register for the Research Framework.







