TITLE: Initial Teacher Training (ITT) Scholarships 

DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES

The intention of this market engagement is to identify the level of interest in, and the maturity of the market, to support the delivery of the ITT Scholarships programme for an autumn 2019 cohort. We are also keen to gain insights from the market on the delivery model for the programme to help shape any future requirement. 
We are interested in hearing from organisations with relevant subject expertise, that could offer the ITT Scholarships programme, in one or more of the priority subject areas, to trainee teachers throughout England.
At this stage, the commercial model and funding route for this opportunity is under consideration. The DfE is not committing to undertake any formal commissioning activity resulting from this notice although we may use the information gathered via this process to support any future commercial activity. 

Background

Teaching remains an attractive and rewarding career; teacher numbers are at an all-time high, with over 457,000 FTE teachers in state-funded schools throughout England (15,500 more than 2010). However, we are aware of the recruitment challenges some schools face and this programme is one of the solutions to improve teacher supply domestically.
ITT Scholarships are awarded to the most gifted trainees in physics, maths, chemistry, computing, modern foreign languages or geography. Scholars have the potential to bring world-class subject expertise into the classroom and have a rewarding career in teaching. Through this market engagement activity we are looking to explore how these subject specialists can be supported to make a successful transition into teaching. 

We are keen to learn what the market can offer trainees by way of a scholarship package that complements their initial teacher training; utilises their subject expertise to benefit pupils and schools; shapes the early career development of a subject expert teacher; and supports teacher retention in the profession
We would like to hear from all interested parties, including organisations who; 

· Would be interested in potential commercial opportunities for scholarship support services for candidates who are training to become teachers. 

· Have experience providing subject specialist support to trainees and teachers and understand the factors that make teaching attractive.

· Have experience leading and managing a similar programme.
Outline Requirement
We are exploring solutions for the delivery of the ITT Scholarships programme and currently expect any service or provision to:

· Advertise and market a subject specific scholarship scheme to potential applicants.

· Assess candidate applications for eligibility and suitability for a scholarship.

· Support the scholars through their initial teacher training by providing a variety of activities designed to enhance their teaching ability and increase their subject knowledge.
· Be aligned to a royal chartered professional body, or professional organisation with similar standing, specialising in one of the following subjects: physics, maths, chemistry, computing, modern foreign languages and, geography. 
Any potential solution would need to wrap around an existing ITT course leading to Qualified Teacher Status. Any future commercial exercise for this programme will not be concerned with the establishment of new ITT, nor the accreditation of new ITT. 

It is our intention that any funding provided by the DfE will be to support the costs of the programme. Our expectation is that delivery organisations will invest in the programme and support elements that relate to the marketing, assessment, design and delivery of each scholarship’s programme. 

Our existing delivery model has a different partner providing the scholarship programme for each priority subject area and is based on in depth subject expertise and links to wider professional networks. Our current intention is for this model to continue and we do not anticipate pursuing a national model that delivers all scholarships. However, we are open to receiving views from market on this delivery arrangement.
How to express an interest in this opportunity
Interested organisations should complete the questionnaire attached to this notice and submit it to itt.scholarships@education.gov.uk by 20 April 2018.

Please note that this document is not a call to competition and the DfE is not bound to enter into any procurement activity because of it. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Timescales

Organisations interested in expressing an interest as a potential provider would be need to be able to mobilise their provision with the intention of recruiting in autumn 2018 to deliver scholarships from 2019/20.

