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The Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) is an Executive Agency of the Department for Transport.  The MCA is responsible throughout the UK for implementing and developing the UK Government’s maritime safety and environmental protection policy.  That includes co-ordinating Search and /Rescue at sea through Her Majesty’s Coastguard 24 hours a day, and checking that ships meet UK and international safety rules.  The MCA work to prevent the loss of lives at the coast and at sea, to ensure that ships are safe, and to prevent coastal pollution: Safer Lives, Safer Ships, Cleaner Seas.

The MCA provides a full range of search and rescue, counter pollution, survey, inspection and enforcement activities and has 12 major business activities:

	Survey
	Seafarers’ Services

	Inspection
	Search and Rescue

	Enforcement
	Pollution Response and Salvage

	Ship Registration
	Stakeholder Communication

	Navigation Services
	Ministerial Services

	Strategic Prevention Design/Development
	Regulatory Process



These activities are maintained by support services responsible for providing a range of administrative functions including: infrastructure, MCA people, financial management and administration and corporate management.

In accordance with the 2010 Equality Act, our capacity as a public body means we have a statutory duty to eliminate unlawful discrimination, promote equality of opportunity and promote good relations between people of different backgrounds.  Contractors will be expected to ensure that the service they provide promotes good relations between the MCA and its customers and does not directly or indirectly discriminate on the grounds of any of the protected characteristics specified in the Act.

You are invited to submit a tender for the following project:






MCA REFERENCE:  TCA 3/7/1038
HAZARDOUS AREA PPE

General Requirement

1. The MCA has a requirement to purchase personal protective equipment (PPE) for operations in potentially hazardous areas where there may be fumes associated with hydrocarbons e.g. freshly spilled oil. A second requirement is for training in the use, care and maintenance of this equipment. These requirements will be divided into two Lots.

· Lot 1 – PPE –  Eight Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus sets
 		        Twelve Personal Air Quality Measuring Devices
		         Four Area Gas Monitoring Systems
· Lot 2 – Training in the use, care and maintenance of the PPE and     commissioning of equipment
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2. Potential suppliers are asked to tender for both lot(s) as the MCA reserves the right to award both lots to a single supplier. The MCA will award the contract to the potential supplier that submits the most economically advantageous tender for it according to the criteria set out in both this document and the Instructions for Tenders. 

LOT 1 – Personal Protective Equipment

3.	Technical Requirement

a) Eight Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus sets (SCBA) 

Each set will consist of two cylinders. The cylinders will be 9L, 300bar, to provide 50 minutes of air. 

These will be worn by the MCA’s responders in areas where there may be hazardous gases present. The cylinders should be lightweight and supplied with a comfortable harness system. The masks need to be constructed of a chemical resistant base material with anti-scratch lenses. Each mask should be provided with an adaptor to fit a filter cannister. The eight masks should be size large with an additional 2 spare masks in size medium.

The gauge to indicate air supply levels will need to be analogue rather than digital due to the environment in which the sets will be used. The demand valve will need to be quick release. 

The MCA may, in the future, investigate installing integrated communications into the masks; they should be supplied with the necessary connections to achieve this. 

A secondary air supply line should be fitted with each breathing apparatus set. 



b) Twelve Personal Air Quality Measuring Devices 

These will be configured to detect hazardous levels (too low or too high) of five gases including O2, CO2, CO, H2S, CH4.

These will be wearable and will require a clearly audible and visible alert when dangerous gas levels are encountered.

Due to the environments they will be used in, the detectors will need to be durable, waterproof (IP67 rating) and be intrinsically safe (rated to ATEX zone 0).

Due to the environments they will be used in, the detectors will need to be durable, waterproof (IP67 rating) and be intrinsically safe (rated to ATEX zone 0). 

The personal gas monitors should an operating battery life of a minimum of eight hours. 

We require that they be supplied with charging stations and sampling tubes.

c) Four Area Gas Monitoring Systems 

These will be configured to detect hazardous levels (too low or too high) of O2, CO2, CO, H2S, CH4.

These will be used to mark zones where dangerous gases are present and act as an early warning to personnel working outside of those zones. Their alert should be clearly audible and visual.

The area monitors should be GPS and Bluetooth enabled, to allow them to transmit alerts, with GPS coordinates, to laptops and/or other Bluetooth enabled devices.

They should have a battery life that exceeds 100 hours.

The area monitors should be compatible with the personal monitors.

Due to the environments they will be used in, the area monitors will need to be durable, waterproof (IP67 rating) and be intrinsically safe (rated to ATEX zone 0). 

The requirement includes a bump test and calibration docking station for these measuring kits to carry out tests internally. We wish to be able to bump test and calibrate four monitors at a time.



Compliance

All equipment in Lot 1 should comply with EU Directive 89/686/EEC – personal protective equipment.

In addition, the Breathing Apparatus Sets should also conform to the Pressure Equipment Directive (PED) 2014/68/EU, (formally 97/23 EC).

[bookmark: _Hlk504733572]LOT 2 – Training and commissioning

	The MCA’s contracted marine pollution responders will require training in the use and care and maintenance of this equipment. Tenderers should outline possible solutions and identify the most efficient way of delivering this training.

Fitting of the breathing apparatus set masks will also be required, ideally at the same time as the training for the use of the equipment. This training event will also be used as an opportunity to commission the equipment and ensure it is working properly. 
Details of where (must be in the UK) and how this training will be delivered should be supplied by the tenderer, as well as the training programme. The associated cost must be completed on the pricing Schedule.

 The following numbers of personnel will need to be trained:

· Training for four people on care and maintenance with a train the trainer element to enable in house training of other staff; and
· Training in use (putting on, wearing and operating) and fitting for 10 responders.

Guarantee

4. 	We regard warranties as an important component of achieving overall best value for money.  Full details of your warranty on the tendered equipment is required, including the period of cover.  Please also explain if in-house maintenance affects your warranty terms. 

Sustainability

5.	The MCA is committed to sustainable procurement.  This means making the necessary decisions to operate our procurement activity in an economically, socially and environmentally responsible way, in accordance with the policy published at https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/greening-government-commitments.  

6.	The MCA considers that there are three main areas of sustainability risk in this contract, and suppliers should state in their tender what steps they would take to minimise these risks in the delivery of the contract.  The identified risk areas are:

· Emission of greenhouse gases in the transport of goods to the MCA site;
· Emission of greenhouse gases, use of energy, water and materials in the manufacture of the product; and
· Poor working conditions and/or breach of equality and diversity principles, in the supplier’s workforce and supply chain.

Delivery

7.	The MCA has counter pollution equipment stockpiles at Barnsley, Bristol and Dundee.  However, the price for this tender should be for an inclusive cost of delivery to Barnsley.
8.	Suppliers should state in their tender their lead time for delivery to Barnsley, which must be by 31st March 2018.
Payment
9.	Payment shall be made upon delivery of the goods to Barnsley in accordance with the ‘General Conditions of Contract for the Supply of Goods and Associated Services’, and subject to the receipt of a valid and correctly submitted invoice.  The MCA pays undisputed invoices 30 days in arrears.
	Contractors should note that the MCA has migrated its invoicing activity to the DfT Shared Service Centre (Swansea). Invoices should be sent to the address below and include a case reference number and transaction account code (to be assigned by the Agency). Invoices also need to detail the purchase order number issued by the MCA and a full description of items provided:
DfT Shared Service Centre 
Arvato Bertelsmann
Sandringham Park,
Swansea Vale, 
Swansea, Wales,
SA7 0EA.
 	The MCA will comply fully with statutory legislation on late payment on the basis of claims submitted by the successful tenderer.
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