
Invitation to Quote  
Shropshire Council is looking for organisations able to provide regular and up to date information concerning new funding opportunities and policy developments.

Details of lead body: Shropshire Council
Lead Officer: Tom Dodds, Commissioning Support Manager, Shropshire Council
Project Officer: Sarah Dodds, Feedback and Insight Team Leader
Email: sarah.dodds@shropshire.gov.uk  
Tel: 01743 258519
Deadline for quotations: 12 noon Friday 3rd February 2017
Start date: 1 April 2017
Duration: An initial 2 years and Shropshire Council may wish to extend for a further 2 years
Band of likely value: £15,000.

Summary
Shropshire Council is seeking a provider of grant and policy information to assist its Commissioning Support Unit in its work to keep up to date with regional, national and European policy developments and funding and grant opportunities. The contract will be for an initial 2 years with an option to extend for a further 2 years commencing on the 1st April 2017.

Shropshire Council is committed to maintaining up to date knowledge of the latest policy and funding information in order to maximise local investment opportunities and ensure Shropshire responds quickly and effectively to external changes and influences. Gathering information from a diverse range of local, national and international sources is time consuming and labour intensive. Shropshire Council wishes to minimise the time taken searching for information from multiple points through the use of a single, one stop information provider for policy and grant information. Time can then be invested in sharing information within the organisation and with key partners, and in promoting and working to respond to new opportunities.

Background
Shropshire Council (like other local authorities) is experiencing a series of Government cuts which in five years’ time will leave Shropshire Council with approximately one quarter of the funding that paid for over 150 services in 2015. By 2020/21 the Government’s £44m revenue support grant (money that is paid to councils each year to help provide services) will end. This means the council will have to stop delivering some services, and make the remaining resources it has go further.

In late 2015 Shropshire Council undertook an internal restructure of some of its corporate support staff. The Council brought policy, data, customer feedback, research and insight/engagement officers together to form a commissioning support unit. The Commissioning Support Unit’s role is to support senior managers, commissioners and front line services to make the most effective use of intelligence, insight and information to inform decision making, improve performance and maximise new opportunities. The restructure achieved budget reduction targets through a reduction in staff numbers and this has generated the need to work as efficiently as possible, making use of technology and IT products where possible to make the best use of staff time. Procuring an information provider for policy and grant data, should reduce the time staff members need to spend seeking information and allow staff to focus on better sharing that information to assist services in business planning and identifying and responding to new opportunities.  

Requirements
Shropshire Council wishes to purchase a solution that will provide:
· A central location for policy and grant information to save staff seeking information from many different sources.
· Up to date information on the latest public sector funding opportunities. This information will be used to support services in their work to adopt a more enterprising and commercial approach.
· Up to date information on grants available locally and nationally. This information will be used to support Shropshire Council in its work to enable resilient communities:
· Working to maximise internal investment opportunities. 
· Providing a source of information to highlight potential match funding opportunities.
· Providing information on the latest grants for voluntary and community sector groups and organisations through the Council’s Community Enablement Team and Shropshire Voluntary and Community Sector Assembly. 
· Information on all types and sizes of funding to include grants, loans and awards from local, regional and national UK government, charitable trusts and corporate sponsors, European and non UK funding etc.
· Essential facts concerning funding opportunities to include timescales, size/amount, eligibility criteria, contact details and links to application forms etc.
· Timely alerts by email, as soon as new funding opportunities or policy developments are published so to maximise the time Shropshire Council and its partners have to respond.
· News of policy developments, policy publications and key milestones (for example information on progress of White Papers and Bills as they pass through the House of Commons and House of Lords).
· Information concerning the launch of policy consultations with clear information concerning how to respond and consultation timescales.
· Information concerning policy reviews and policy media coverage.
· Policy information on key policy areas Shropshire Council delivers services within such as economic growth, social care and health, planning, environment and housing.
· Categories and searchable records to allow verse range of information to be filtered and accessed.
· Summary information that can be used for publication of intelligence news and internal briefings to help managers and other members of staff in making decisions and taking action to respond to new opportunities or requirements.
· For both grant and policy information Shropshire Council would like to access clearly written, well presented and summarised content with options to access detailed content and the original source. 

The solution must save staff time, providing value for money and a good return on investment. 

How do I submit a quote?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please send your quotation by email to: sarah.dodds@shropshire.gov.uk. A completed quotation should be submitted by 12 noon on Friday 3rd February 2017. You will then be contacted within the working week ending 10th February 2017 with the outcome of the decision.

You may wish to include the following information:  
· Details of your product/ service and business.
· A brief proposal of how you plan to meet the requirements described in this document.   
· Confirmation of your ability to support Shropshire Council with provision of information on an ongoing basis for an initial 2 years (with the Council having the option to extend for a further 2 years). 
· A quote expiry date, any terms and conditions, payment terms and timescales.  
· The total cost of your proposal with a budget breakdown (e.g. product cost, administration and support costs, other costs etc.).

How will quotations/proposals be scored?
The price element of this quotation shall be worth a maximum of 30 marks.  The lowest price quoted will receive 30 marks. Other quotations will receive a % that reflects the difference in the marks between those quotes and the quote receiving the highest mark for price. The quality element of this quotation (the ability to meet the requirements set out above) shall be worth a maximum of 70 marks. Price and Quality marks will be added together to reach a total evaluation mark.

How do I find out more?
Contact Sarah Dodds, Shropshire Council’s Feedback and Insight Team Leader within the Commissioning Support Unit at Shropshire Council:
Email: sarah.dodds@shropshire.gov.uk  Telephone: 01743 258519
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