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Royal Flying Corps and successors: World War 
One Gallantry Award Medal Index Cards

Title

Description

Structure

The Royal Flying Corps (RFC) was the airborne operations 
branch of the British Army during the First World War. 
Formed in 1912, the RFC consisted of military and naval 
wings, as well as a Central Flying School that provided 
training for the pilots of both wings. In 1914, the naval wing 
split from the RFC to form the Royal Naval Air Service 
(RNAS) under the control of the Admiralty, but later 
merged with the RFC in 1918 to create the independent 
Royal Air Force (RAF). The cards also include a rare 
‘Mentioned in Despatches’ cards that consist of 
members of the armed forces who were mentioned in an 
offical report by a superior officer and sent to the high 
command. This mention is considered a commendation for 
a noteworthy act or service of gallantry. 

Size / scope Approximately 19,000 images.

Cards come in a mixture of handwritten, typed or a mixed 
medium of both. All cards are cased in melinex, with a few 
attached together with treasury tags, in each box. 

Physical format 
and condition

Copyright Expected to be Crown copyright, however responsibility for 
establishing Copyright/IP ownership and obtaining usage 
permissions remain with the publisher.

19 volumes with approximately 500 cards in each volume.

Research guide Please see the following link for more information regarding 
the subject of British medal index cards from the First World 
War: 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-
research/research-guides/british-army-medal-in-
dex-cards-1914-1920/

https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C17020550
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C17020550
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/british-army-medal-index-cards-1914-1920/ 
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/british-army-medal-index-cards-1914-1920/ 
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/british-army-medal-index-cards-1914-1920/ 
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Surname Christian 
names

Rank Regimental 
No.

Date

Corps Rewards London 
Gazette date

Mention in 
Despatches
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