




 

 

for an EQS for permethrin.  As the proposals result in lower values than the currently available EQS they have been 
identified for consideration within this work. This is also the case for PBDEs (polybrominated diphenyl ethers) for 
which an existing statutory EQS is available as it was identified as a Priority/Priority Hazardous Substance by the 
EU.  The EU have published proposals for a revision to the current EQS for PBDEs which is lower than the current 
EQS value.  
 
An EQS is not currently available for carbamazepine or clarithromycin.  They have been identified as a substance of 
interest through the Environment Agency’s Prioritisation and Early Warning Scheme (PEWS) as there have been a 
number of instances where it has been detected in surface waters. The EU have proposed an EQS for 
carbamazepine and clarithromycin. 
 
This project will review the work undertaken by the EU for EQS development alongside any additional 
research/published information for these substances to assist in identifying an appropriate and scientifically robust 
EQS for these substances to assist in their regulation in England. This work will include consideration of the 
endpoints required to be assessed based on the hazardous properties of the individual substance, eg aquatic life, 
secondary poisoning, as outlined in the EU EQS technical guidance document which is used for the derivation of 
EQSs in England. 
 
Detailed Requirements 

1. Review the current EU EQS proposals for permethrin, carbamazepine and clarithromycin taking into 

consideration the data that has been collated and used in the determination of the proposed EQS and the 

approach used.  The latter should be considered in terms of the approach for EQS derivation outlined in the 

current EU EQS technical guidance document, including whether relevant endpoints, eg aquatic life, 

secondary poisoning, have been considered based on the hazardous properties of the substance including 

potential to bioaccumulate and toxicity to aquatic life.   In addition a literature review should be undertaken 

to identify whether any additional data is available which has not been considered in the review but is 

deemed to be relevant based on the EQS derivation guidance. 

2. Make recommendations as to whether, based on the available data, existing proposals derived by the EU 

could be considered for use as an EQS for England or whether an alternative value should be proposed 

following consideration of the available data.  In the case of the latter a proposed alternative value should 

be recommended with the basis for this clearly outlined and documented.  Any limitations or uncertainties in 

the available data set and therefore the EQS proposed should be highlighted. 

3. In addition, the tender should include a separately costed proposal for the inclusion of the EU EQS 

proposal for the Polybrominated diphenyl ethers group of substances (PBDEs). This task should be carried 

out as per the requirements for the other substances above, and recommendations made as to whether the 

EU proposals could be considered for use as an EQS in England, and if not an alternative value proposed. 

For the purposes of this project the PBDEs group is defined as those substances listed as PBDEs in the 

current EU EQS proposal. 

Deliverables 

The outputs will be individual reports for permethrin, carbamazepine, and clarithromycin (and PBDEs, if this 
requirement is ultimately contracted). The reports will include a review of the EU EQS work on these substances 
alongside other relevant data/information for these substances.  Recommendations will be made as to whether the 
EU proposals could be taken forward for consideration as EQS in England based on a review of the proposed 
values and other available information for these substances.  These reports should be prepared using the 
Environment Agency’s standard report template and must be fully referenced for transparency. The report is to be 
submitted digitally to the project manager. Where legally possible and relevant, provide copies of any supporting 
information in digital format, or relevant links where not.  
 
All written reports and the presentation should be suitably quality assured, and your tender should clearly state how 
QA will be carried out for both the draft and final reports. This includes, but is not limited to, how typographical 
errors, formatting, editorial consistency, and the coherence of argumentation will be ensured before submission to 
the project manager. Accurate bibliographies referencing supporting information will be required.  
 
Timetable 
Submit draft reports for each substance to the Environment Agency for review no later than 11th January 2025. 
Following an EA commenting period of four weeks, the contractor shall provide final version of the reports by 28th 
February 2025. 
 
Administrative procedures 
The contractor shall arrange two main project meetings: the first at project start up (within 2 weeks of contract 
award), and the second within 4 weeks of submission of the draft report, to discuss Environment Agency 











 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 

  

 
     

  

 
         

  

 
 

  
 

 
 
  

  

    
   
   

   
    

   
    

 

 
 

               
  

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 







 

 

Change Details Revised 
completion 
date (if 
applicable) 

Revised Cost (if 
applicable 
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