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Prior information notice
Services
Section I: Contracting authority
I.1)Name, addresses and contact point(s) 
Standards and Testing Agency
[bookmark: _GoBack]Department for Education
Cheylesmore House
5 Quinton Road
Coventry
CV1 2WT

Contact point(s): Chris Davies
E-mail: Chris.Davies@education.gov.uk and TendersTD.STA@education.gov.uk

Further information can be obtained from: The above mentioned contact point(s)
I.2)Type of the contracting authority 
Ministry or any other national or federal authority, including their regional or local sub-divisions
I.3)Main activity 
Education
I.4)Contract award on behalf of other contracting authorities 
The contracting authority is purchasing on behalf of other contracting authorities: no
Section II.B: Object of the contract (Supplies or services)
II.1)Title attributed to the contract by the contracting authority: 
Item Writing Services Framework 2020-2023
II.2)Type of contract and place of delivery or of performance 
Service category No 24: Education and vocational education services
NUTS code UK
II.3)Information on framework agreement
II.4)Short description of nature and quantity or value of supplies or services: 

Early Market Engagement Online Event
The Standards and Testing Agency (STA) is looking to procure suppliers for its new 2020-2023 item Writing Services Framework.  This notice is to advise of our intention to engage with the market prior to potentially running a competitive procurement process to source item writing agencies for the new framework.
As part of this early market engagement exercise, we wish to engage with suppliers to outline our requirements and explain how potential bidders may ready themselves for any competitive process that may follow.  The event will also provide an opportunity for potential bidders to ask questions.
This online early market engagement event for interested parties will be held on Wednesday 19 February 2020 between 10:00-12:00 GMT.
If you are interested in attending this pre-market engagement event, please email TendersTD.STA@education.gov.uk and copy in Chris.Davies@education.gov.uk by close of play on Wednesday 12 February 2020 with your contact details.  We welcome interest from parties who have expertise in the National Curriculum delivery and Item writing

About the Proposed Item Writing Services Framework procurement
As part of the test development process, the Standards and Testing Agency (STA) requires suppliers experienced in item writing to support the development of the Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 National Curriculum tests.
As part of the test development process, the DfE requires a number of suppliers who are capable of understanding the relevant programmes of study, test frameworks and curricula for particular tests and developing high-quality test items, with accompanying mark schemes and/or coding frames.
Successful suppliers will be added to the Item Writing Framework 2020-2023 and will have the opportunity to bid for each call-off from the framework between 1 August 2020 – 31 July 2023.  Once an organisation has been accepted on to the framework, they will bid for item writing contracts. An invitation to quote (ITQ) will be disseminated to all those on the framework for all work.  Each call-off from this framework will provide requirement details including the subject  and content domain areas, item types, mark range, difficulty range and other desired properties.

The core requirements for the Item Writing Services Framework include the delivery of the following services in order to support the development of high-quality, accessible and inclusive items suitable for DfE assessments (Key stages 1 and 2 English grammar, punctuation & spelling, English reading and mathematics, and key stage 2 science)
· Item writing 
· Informal item trialling 
· Reviewing, refining and amending items 
· Item classification 
· Design (items and texts) 
· Text searching / sourcing (English reading)
· Reviewing texts (English reading)
· Text selection (English reading)/Context selection (science)
· Text trialling (English reading)
· Informal item and text trialling (English reading)
· Printing to meet handover or trialling requirements
· Developing mark schemes
· Developing coding frames
· Administration / organisation of various elements

We would expect the total value of the Item Writing Services Framework not to exceed £4 million (excluding any chargeable VAT as test development is VAT exempt) over the 3-year lifecycle of the framework. 

The proposed procurement timetable is set out in the table below.  Please note that these dates are indicative at this stage.

	Date
	Stage

	03/03/2320
	ITT published

	24/04/2020 12:00 BST
	Deadline for clarification questions

	22/05/2020 12:00BST
	Deadline for submission of bids

	06/07/2020
	Award notification to suppliers

	01/08/2020
	Item Writing Services Framework Agreement start date



Suppliers preparation for any competition

We wish to inform potential bidders about the opportunity to pre-register on our Jaggaer E procurement system and also achieve Baseline Personnel Security Screening should you be offered a contract .

1. Jaggaer 

The link for Supplier registration and log in is: https://education.app.jaggaer.com/web/login.html


This is also published on the ‘Procurement at DfE’ GOV.UK page and the Bravo home page to advise suppliers of the DfE system upgrade. 

All support to Suppliers is available from Jaggaer directly. The Jaggaer support details are on the Supplier log in page as:  

Phone: 
0800 069 8630 
+44 203 608 4013 

E-mail: 
help@bravosolution.co.uk

The Authority administers all procurements electronically via the Department for Education e-procurement Solution portal (Jaggaer ). 
No hard copy documents will be issued and all communications with the Authority (including final submission of Tender responses) must be conducted via Jaggaer. 
To ensure all communications relating to this procurement are received, potential suppliers must ensure that the point of contact they nominate in the Jaggaer portal is accurate at all times. Access to the Jaggaer portal is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and 365 days a year anywhere in the world via the internet unless notified otherwise by the Jaggaer portal.

2. Baseline Personnel Security  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/government-baseline-personnel-security-standard

Notices 

The publication of this notice does not signify the commencement of any procurement process and does not constitute any commitment by the Department for Education to undertake any procurement exercise. 

In the event that the Department for Education might decide to commence any procurement process as contemplated by this notice, a separate notice will be published at the relevant time.

The DfE is keen to ensure that potential suppliers have as much notice as is possible about the services we wish to procure and this supports our agenda about encouraging engagement with Small and Medium Suppliers. 
Disclaimers and conditions: The Department retains the right to not procure and this early market engagement event is not binding. Any communication made between STA and any party in connection with this requirement, shall not be relied upon as constituting a contract, agreement or representation that any contract will necessarily be offered.

DfE/STA reserves the right to change without notice any documents and communications, in whole or in part. Under no circumstances shall DfE/STA incur any liability in respect of this supporting documentation and DfE/STA will not reimburse any costs incurred by any parties in connection with their use of these communications nor in connection with participation at the Early Market Engagement event.

This early market engagement event is suitable for suppliers that have knowledge, capacity and capability and track record to meet the requirements when the competition is published.

II.5)Common procurement vocabulary (CPV) 
II.6)Scheduled date for start of award procedures
II.7)Information about Government Procurement Agreement (GPA)
II.8)Additional information: 

As outlined above, the Department is planning to hold an early market engagement event in order to engage with potential suppliers of the services which may be subject to a competitive tender. 

Section III: Legal, economic, financial and technical information
III.1)Conditions relating to the contract
III.1.1)Main financing conditions and payment arrangements and/or reference to the relevant provisions governing them:
III.2)Conditions for participation
III.2.1)Information about reserved contracts
Section VI: Complementary information
VI.1)Information about European Union funds
VI.2)Additional information: 
Contract value: £4,000,000.00 (indicative at this stage and subject to approval)

VI.3)Information on general regulatory framework
VI.4)Date of dispatch of this notice: 20/01/2020

