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European Regional Development Fund
The project is receiving up to £905k of funding from the England European Regional Development Fund as part of the European Structural and Investment Funds Growth Programme 2014-2020.  The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (and in London the intermediate body Greater London Authority) is the Managing Authority for European Regional Development Fund. Established by the European Union, the European Regional Development Fund helps local areas stimulate their economic development by investing in projects which will support innovation, businesses, create jobs and local community regenerations.  For more information visit https://www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding.
Introduction
1. The University has appointed Pure AV to supply and install audio-visual equipment for the Faculty of Health and Wellbeing (HWB) and our Advanced Wellbeing Research Centre (AWRC) currently under construction. 
AWRC Strategic Goals 
1. This equipment required will be used within the Advanced Wellbeing Research Centre (AWRC) in Sheffield, which is a £14.8m facility under construction on the Olympic Legacy Park. 
1. The primary aim of the AWRC is to create innovations that will improve health (using physical activity as the principal intervention), tackling key issues such as static levels of physical activity, rising obesity and mental health whilst also attracting new jobs and investment to the region.
1. The AWRC’s aim is to connect large and small enterprises with the DoH’s desire to improve health outcomes. This project seeks to support SMEs from the Sheffield City Region through an Emerging Technologies (ET) Hub in dedicated facilities at the AWRC. This is being funded by the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC).  
1. The AWRC Emerging Technologies (ET) Hub will connect Sheffield City Region (SCR) SMEs (small-to-medium enterprises) with national and international supply chain opportunities in the health and wellbeing sector, creating new routes to market through collaborative Research and Development (R&D). SHU's engineering, manufacturing expertise and R&D capability is critical to driving innovation and competitiveness. 
1. National and International Partners at the AWRC currently include companies such as Canon Medical Systems, Westfield Health and parkrun. SME partners expected to access the AWRC ET Hub will come from the following sectors: sport and recreation, software design, electronics and health. 
1. This project will focus on the following:
         Designing and building an AWRC facility appropriate for research with SMEs;
         Equipping the AWRC as a state-of-the-art facility;
         Increasing the number of researchers working in a state-of-the-art facility;
         Supporting SMEs from the SCR accessing these new facilities.
1. The project will be a capital programme incorporating the following equipment into the AWRC:
         An advanced motion capture suite for benchmarking new products;
         A physiology suite to benchmark the effects of new products on performance;
         A prototyping design suite and workshop;
         High speed cameras and mobile devices to evaluate systems in the field;
         Fitting out of an Emerging Technologies Hub, telehealth and clinical suites with the appropriate AV equipment to allow SMEs to showcase their innovations;
         Furnishing an Emerging Technologies Hub with the appropriate AV equipment to create a vibrant working environment which will promote usage by SMEs;
1. Target beneficiaries will be SMEs with close-to-market potential for innovation and growth. This project matches closely the sector priorities of the SCR Strategic Economic Plan and the needs of SMEs including those in Advanced Manufacturing and Engineering, Healthcare Technologies and Digital.
1. Sheffield Hallam University will provide a Knowledge Transfer Hub in the AWRC with resource to:
       Deliver network events at the AWRC specifically for SMEs;
        Allow SMEs to demonstrate their expertise to other Partners at the AWRC (i.e. new innovation opportunities and collaborations);
       Create opportunities by brokering meetings between SMEs and those seeking to use their products (i.e. new markets).
1. [bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]The AWRC will host (approximately) 50 multidisciplinary researchers from the University with expertise in sports engineering, sports science, health and social care, health care economics and design (amongst others). A related ESIF revenue project - the Sheffield Hallam Innovation Project (SIP) – will provide additional support for this project with part funding for a Business Development Director and a full time equivalent applied researcher enabling the project to provide resource dedicated to SMEs in the SCR. 
1. The AWRC will supply services to SMEs with growth and innovation potential, delivering diagnostics and development plans, and connecting to the Growth Hub and programmes e.g. the Business Growth Service, Innovate UK's R&D and KTPs and Horizon 2020.
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