
Period product provision to schools and post-16 education institutions across England 
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NOTES: 

• Provision – We are looking for a single national provider to deliver this service. We 
will be emphasising the importance of an established logistical infrastructure and a 
strong understanding of the issues faced and needs of different geographical areas. 
Demand-led – We believe this will ensure value for money and reduce the burden on 

institutions in terms of storage etc.  Allowing institutions to order at anytime would be the 

ideal, we will invite suitable proposals that balance the delivery needs of schools and 
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institutions whilst also achieving the best possible value for money and considers the 

environment. 

• Ease of use - We have explored a number of potential ‘in school’ solutions, drawing 
upon experiences across the UK. We however want to make sure institutions have 
the flexibility to distribute the products in whatever way they feel works best for 
themselves and their pupils/students. 

• Accessible for all – One key consideration throughout has been the different 
geographical issues faces by institutions and learners across the country. Delivery of 
products directly to the institutions is seen as the most effective way of tackling this 
problem. We require a service that is able to effectively meet the needs of all 
institutions across the length and breadth of the country. 

• Minimal Resource – Most institutions do not have much resource or time for back 
office activities. As such we require a registration, verification and ordering process 
that is easy for school/college staff. 

• Range of products – Data regarding the preferred products is not conclusive and 
there may be differences amongst age groups and/or other groupings. We would 
want a service that offers a suitable range of products and possibly also brands. The 
DfE will define a core set of products but the composition of the full range is open to 
bidders. 

• Subsidies – We envisage this to be a mutually beneficial opportunity for both 
ourselves and prospective bidders, and would be open to considering a range of  
commercial solutions which would provide benefits from a quality and VFM 
perspective such as sponsorship or match funding. We would welcome any thoughts 
you have around this. 

 

 

 

NOTES: 
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 Please note that the costs in the slide are for products only.  

 Anticipated product costs for 2019/20 are based on a roll-out date of January 2020 (3 
months). 

 Of the 1.7m pupils/students who are eligible to benefit from the scheme, we 
estimate that 1.1m will access this provision. The 35% take-up assumption is based 
on the latter number. 

 £18m is the estimated maximum product cost per financial year, should 100% of 
eligible pupils/students take-up the scheme 100% of the time.  

 

 

NOTES: 

 Tender exercise - We anticipate publishing our Invitation To Tender via Open 
Competition in June (timescale update post event). This will be preceded by a Prior 
Information Notice. Further details regarding the Open Competition will be published 
as part of the Prior Information Notice, including information regarding a further 
market engagement event focussing on the procurement process, shortly before 
publication. 

 General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) - It is anticipated that personal data 
processed throughout this contract will be limited to the name and contact details of 
selected school staff members who engage with the scheme. 

 Intellectual property – We would want to retain the copyright to any branding of the 
scheme and hold the rights over any IP developed for the delivery of this contract. 

 Communications (Comms) – The successful supplier would need to know that all 
Comms relating to the scheme will be subject to DfE internal approvals. Further 
details of which will be made available in the ITT pack. 

 Digital Standards – All online systems used for the delivery of the contract need to 
be compliant with GDS standards. https://www.gov.uk/service-manual/service-
standard 
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 Contract award and roll-out - We want to appoint a provider or providers by the end 
of Summer 2019, to allow time to develop the service provision in readiness to 
commence full roll-out to schools and post-16 institutions in January 2020. 

 

 

 

 


