Evaluation Organisations to support the evaluation of the Children’s Social Care Innovation Programme / Partners in Practice
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The Evaluation Organisations 
We are seeking organisations with proven expertise in undertaking high-quality, credible evaluation studies with children and young people and the social care sector. We are particularly looking for organisations with expertise in economic analysis and understanding of the reforming social work agenda.  

Evaluation organisations will be responsible for:

· Designing and undertaking evaluations of individual projects (one or more, depending on uptake).

· Developing evaluation designs for each theme / PiPs strand that are both appropriate and challenging – drawing on a range of methods to help increase the quality of the evidence base. 
· Producing, with the funded project(s) with whom they are working, a useable, accessible output which appeals to its audience. 
· Collaborating with the evaluation coordinator to support meta-level analysis, for example by feeding in data to support the evaluation coordinator in answering the questions: how much progress have funded projects made towards achieving the Innovation Programme objectives? Why is some Children’s social care practice excellent and how can we spread it? 
· Committing to evaluation standards and expectations agreed with and overseen by the evaluation coordinator.
This list is not conclusive and further detail on roles and responsibilities will be provided when this work is advertised.
Programme demand is unpredictable but likely to be significant; the scale of the evaluation organisation’s role (i.e. how many individual evaluations they oversee in a theme; how much data they must analyse; etc.) will depend to a great extent on the scale of the programme itself. Over waves 2 and 3 of the programme we expect to support at least 40 projects, of varying sizes, over the next 4 years.  

The evaluation strategy will work to meet the needs of the Department in testing specific hypotheses around themes. Evaluation organisations will be procured from the Educational and Children’s Social Care Professionals Dynamic Purchasing System to support the evaluation of several projects (including PiPs) working in common areas. We are proposing three headline evaluation themes for IP with a number of sub themes. Two evaluation teams will be allocated to each thematic evaluation (covering a group of projects) on the basis of skills and knowledge. At least one of the teams will be strong on cost benefit analysis. 

Work will be divided into categories (the role of the evaluation coordinator) and individual contracts will be awarded by inviting all evaluation teams that have joined the Educational and Children’s Social Care Professionals Dynamic Purchasing System to submit a bid. 

