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You may be aware that income from your State Pension is taxable if it’s higher than your tax-free Personal Allowance. 

As you’ve started receiving a State Pension recently, I wanted to explain how we work out if there’s any tax to pay and how we collect it. 

In the past, we asked pensioners to complete a Self Assessment tax return so we could calculate how much tax they owed. This year we’ve improved our systems. We can now use information from the Department for Work and Pensions to calculate any tax you owe on your State Pension income, so there’s no need for you to complete a tax return.

This letter is just for information: you don't have to do anything.  We will write to you again if you owe any tax on your State Pension income, with clear instructions on how to pay. If we owe you any overpaid tax, we’ll explain how that will be refunded.

Find out more

You can check your taxes throughout the year and access a range of HMRC services through your online Personal Tax Account. It takes just a few minutes to get started at gov.uk/personal-tax-account

Yours sincerely




Angela MacDonald
Director General, HMRC Customer Services
