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be impartial, free from any conflict of interests, and in particular not be in a
situation which may, directly or indirectly, affect the impartiality of their
professional conduct as regards the exercise of their tasks as NRLs;

have, or have contractual access to, suitably qualified staff with adequate
training in analytical, testing and diagnostic techniques in their area of
competence, and support staff as appropriate;

possess, or have access to, the infrastructure, equipment and products
needed to carry out the tasks assigned to them;

ensure that their staff and any contractually engaged staff have good
knowledge of international standards and practices and that the latest
developments in research at national and international level are taken into
account in their work;

where relevant, validate the reagents and lots of reagents, establish and
maintain up-to-date lists of available reference substances and reagents and of
manufacturers and suppliers of such substances and reagents and secure
access to any reference materials required in order to fulfil their responsibilities
and support the relevant OLs;

be equipped with, or have access to, the necessary equipment to perform their
tasks in emergency situations; and where appropriate, assist the CA in food
incidents by carrying out diagnosis and/or testing of samples, when necessary;

where relevant, be equipped to comply with relevant biosecurity standards;
maintain a list of the accreditation for the relevant OLs;
liaise with other CA-appointed NRLs (as and when required);

have experience of, and be able to operate in accordance with, the relevant
sampling and analysis legislation, including maintaining specific UK
Accreditation Service (UKAS) accreditation (or equivalent) for the relevant
analytes, and satisfactory performance in proficiency test schemes;

be familiar with the enforcement system in operation in the UK.

The duties of the NRL are grouped according to its core functions, but are not limited
to the following:
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Secretariat services

disseminating relevant information/advice to the CA, when required, OLs and
other relevant laboratories in a timely and effective manner,

co-ordinating the activities of OLs and other relevant laboratories in food in
relation to the core functions described below;

creating and maintaining an efficient two-way channel of communication with
OLs and relevant laboratories and international organisations, including
information on analytical methods and relevant legislation;

providing regular updates to the CA on NRL activities, and up-to-date
information on UK OLs and other relevant laboratories to the CA as requested,

creation and maintenance of a dedicated website for communication of the
work of the NRL including provision of advice and support to OLs, information
on methods of analyses, Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), latest
developments and other background information.
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Advice and representation within the UK and internationally

providing impartial expert advice as requested to the CA, OLs and other
relevant laboratories on analytical methodology in the context of official
controls and risk assessment;

representing the UK at relevant international meetings, and working groups,
consulting the CA on objectives and requirements before each meeting and
providing the CA with an internal report of the meeting within 10 working days
of each meeting;

participating in activities organised by international organisations and
contributing to the scientific input at international meetings and in manner
which supports UK policy based on best available scientific knowledge;

advising the CA, OLs and other relevant laboratories on best scientific practice
in testing for official controls purposes and undertaking activities in
consultation with the CA that facilitate and promote their application in the UK
within the policy aims of the CA;

keeping abreast of and advising the CA, OLs and other relevant laboratories of
developments and research for the sampling, testing and detection of food
contaminants, including horizon scanning for future developments in this
space;

identifying and informing the CA, OLs and other relevant laboratories of
emerging analytical issues or developments at a national or international level
and recommending action to address them;

where appropriate, partake and/or keep abreast of standardisation activities
(e.g. CEN, ISO, etc.) relevant to the work area,;

Production of standard operating procedures, codes of practice and

guidance documents

contributing to the development of standardised operating procedures, relevant
codes of practice and guidance documents for use by OLs and other relevant
laboratories, as requested by the CA.

Compliance assessment via audits and ring trials

ensuring consistency and quality of testing approaches applied by UK OLs and
other relevant laboratories, including advising on corrective action following
adverse reports on OLs from UKAS;

planning and co-ordinating proficiency tests for UK OLs and other relevant
laboratories as appropriate (taking into account the number of relevant
laboratories), analysing and evaluating the outcome, informing the CA and
OLs of the results and advising on further action;

co-ordinating the participation of UK OLs and other relevant laboratories in
international method validation studies and other initiatives, informing the CA
and OLs of the results and advising on further action;

where relevant, participating in proficiency tests and method validation studies
organised by international organisations, informing the CA of the results and
implementing any corrective measures required,;
























































