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Expression of interest

Title: Take-up of Free Early Education Entitlements: investigation
Project reference: 2017/096
Deadline for expressions of interest: 15th Jan 2018
Summary
Expressions of interest are sought for a contractor to conduct a mixed methods study to understand factors affecting take-up of free early education entitlement in London (including issues of supply, awareness and demand), how these relate to other areas in England, and possible ways in which take-up in London might be addressed.
This expression of interest was posted on 22nd Dec 2017
Background
From September 2010, all three- and four-year-old children in England have been entitled to 570 hours of funded early childhood education and care (ECEC). This is commonly taken as 15 hours per week for 38 weeks of the year and is available to all children from the term after their third birthday. Three- and four-year-old children of working parents earning or expecting to earn the equivalent to working 16 hours each week at the national minimum or living wage (and less than £100,000 a year) are entitled to an additional 570 hours.
In September 2013, children aged two and in the most disadvantaged households (those in receipt of specified benefits and looked after children) in England became eligible for 570 hours of funded ECEC per year (often taken as 15 hours per week for 38 weeks of the year). From September 2014 this funded provision was extended to include two-year-olds in moderately disadvantaged households in England (including low income families, children with Special Educational Needs or Disability (SEN/D), and children who have left care).
Take-up of the free early education entitlement for disadvantaged 2 year olds has been lower in some areas of London than elsewhere in England since its introduction, and take-up of the free early education entitlement for 3 and 4 year olds has declined in some areas of London in recent years.
Given the benefits of early childhood education and care (ECEC) for child cognitive and socio-emotional development which are demonstrated through DfE research such as the Study of Early Education and Development (SEED)[footnoteRef:1], increased take-up of ECEC would be expected to improve child outcomes. There may also be additional benefits for parents such as increased ability to participate in paid employment. There is a need to further study the reasons for low or declining take-up in order to understand how this may be addressed. [1:  Melhuish, E., Gardiner, J., Morris, S. (2017). Study of Early Education and Development (SEED): Impact Study on Early Education Use and Child Outcomes up to Age Three. London: Department for Education] 

Evaluation aims
The aim of the project is to conduct a research study to provide evidence on the following initial set of research questions:
1) Why has take-up of the three- and four-year old funded early education entitlement fallen in London in recent years?
2) Why is take-up of the free early education entitlement for disadvantaged two-year olds lower in London than elsewhere in England?
3) To what extent do the factors affecting take-up in London affect other areas of England and to what extent are they different?
4) What are LAs and providers doing to improve take-up, what else could they do, and what support is needed?
5) How is the introduction of 30 hours free early education entitlement for 3 and 4 year olds of working parents affecting local entitlement offers in London? 
6) What are LAs and providers doing to mitigate any negative effects (e.g. where some LAs were already providing more than the statutory 15 hours free entitlement for 3 and 4 year olds and are no longer able to do so, or where provision of additional hours for 3 and 4 year olds of working parents is affecting provision of the 2 year old offer)? What else could they do and what support is needed?
Methodology
The successful bidder will be responsible for designing and conducting a research project aimed at answering agreed upon research questions. Our proposed approach would be to conduct a mixed methods study comprising the following components. However, bidders are free to suggest alternative approaches to the methodology including its mode, sampling frame and other design aspects.
A. A rapid review of existing evidence on the take-up of free early education entitlements, including relevant evidence collected by the DfE and Greater London Authority (GLA) as well as a search for further relevant evidence.
B. Secondary data analysis of DfE’s existing data on early years take-up, considering area and geographic factors, differences for two-year-old and three/four-year-old offers as well as the extent to which data allows analysis below LA level. Initial analysis at the start of the project would inform the design of the qualitative work and the selection of case study areas.
C. Qualitative case studies to explore the key research questions in further depth, using a purposive selection of local authorities covering different trends and take-up rates of the 2 and 3-4 year old offers (e.g. high / medium / low), representing a range of demographic profiles and using evidence-based selection methods aiming to avoid bias. The case studies could include:
I. Depth interviews with LA early years leads in London and non-London LAs
II. Depth interviews with early years providers (selected from LA lists)
III. Depth interviews or focus groups with parents who are eligible for, but not taking up the offer. Representing a range of relevant characteristics such as age of child, ethnic group, socio-economic class, and family / labour market characteristics. 
· We expect the parents to be sampled via a combination of (a) the DfE’s Early Years Survey of Parents (we expect to be able to provide contact details of in-scope parents who have agreed to be re-contacted) and (b) participating LAs after the LA and provider interviews, based on LAs’ knowledge of the characteristics of parents who tend not to take up the offer, and advice on how to reach them for research  
D. Reporting on the feasibility and cost of a quantitative survey of parents who are eligible for, but not taking up, free early education entitlements. Given limitations in drawing an unbiased sample for quantitative research due to access to local eligibility lists, we would like the successful bidder to explore alternative sampling frames for surveying this population, and comment on the likely quality of the data and provide an optional costing. This is an optional component depending on the possibility of drawing an unbiased sample. This may require a longer time table to that which is set out below.
Timing
Please note that, except for the deadline for EOIs, the following timelines are indicative only.
· Deadline for EOIs – 15 January 2018
· Invitations to Tender issued – w/c 15 January 2018
· Deadline for submission of Tender – w/c 29th January / 5th February 2018?
· Tender interviews –February 2018
· Selection of preferred supplier –February 2018
· Contract signed – February 2018
· Final report due May/June 2018
We will require regular progress reporting throughout the project.
Assessment criteria
Expressions of interest will be assessed against the following criteria. Please explain not just what you have done, but give examples of how you have achieved it.  

To proceed to the ITT stage, bidders are required to provide explicit evidence that they have: 

A. Evidence of experience and technical ability in designing, conducting, analysing and reporting on the following three methodologies (50% weight):
a. Systematic review or rapid evidence assessment
b. Qualitative research including interview, case study and / or focus groups
c. Quantitative research including surveys and data analysis
B. Evidence of relevant knowledge of the early years sector including understanding of the free entitlements and familiarity with the published early years data sources, as well as experience working with and successfully engaging relevant groups in research such as local authorities, early years providers and parents of young children (25% weight).
C. Evidence of the organisational capacity and project management skills to deliver the project in the specified timescales (25% weight).
Evidence against each of these criteria will be scored using the following scale:

0.	No relevant evidence provided.
1.	Evidence provided was limited or failed to show how the bidder meets the criteria.
2.	Evidence meets the criteria.
3.	Evidence offered exceeds the criteria.

Only organisations that score a 2 or higher on each of the criteria will be invited to Tender.  

Expressions of interests submitted must be no more than 1250 words overall (this includes any website links) – please note anything longer will be disregarded. 
References and links will be accepted for illustration but criteria will be judged based on the EOI only and not the content of any external materials. 
	Closing date for EOIs:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Send your EOI form to: Please email a Microsoft Word compatible copy of your completed EOI, to Frances.FORSYTH@education.gov.uk by noon on 15th Jan 2018. EOIs received after this deadline will not be considered.


How to submit an expressions of interest
You must submit an expression of interest (EOI) in order to be considered to be invited to tender. To do so, please complete the NEW EOI Form which can be found under attachments. A submission of an EOI does not guarantee an invitation to tender and the Department does not routinely advise organisations that they have not been successful in being invited to tender. Feedback is however available on request. 
All contracts are let on the basis of the Department’s Terms and Conditions. You are encouraged to check these before submitting your expression of interest, as these form part of your contractual obligations.
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