Centre of Excellence for Literacy Teaching and English hubs
The Department for Education (DfE) intends to undertake a procurement exercise to establish a Centre of Excellence for Literacy Teaching (CELT) and a network of English hubs. Prior to this, the DfE will undertake market engagement activity for interested providers to learn more about the services, network with other providers, and input into the development of the service model.
In December 2017 we announced funding for a network of English hubs as part of the DfE’s Social Mobility Action Plan (SMAP), with a specific focus on improving early language and literacy teaching. More details of the SMAP can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/plan-to-boost-social-mobility-through-education
The DfE will therefore be seeking proposals from organisations or consortia to establish a CELT. We envisage that the CELT will establish a network of English hubs and will identify and disseminate good practice in early language and literacy teaching. 
The DfE will administer the procurement process electronically via the Bravo Solution portal. No hard copy documents will be issued; all communications with DfE (including final tender submission) will be conducted via the portal. 

A supplier event is planned for 27 February 2018 between 1000-1300 at: 

Department for Education
Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London SW1P 3BT

This event will enable organisations to gain a better understanding of the DfE’s requirements. 

We will explore the capacity of the market to deliver this programme, and take on board any suggestions from the sector about how the services should be delivered. This will also provide an opportunity for networking and possible consortia discussions.
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Indicative dates for procurement:
· Spring 2018 – procurement open for bidders to participate
· Summer 2018 — indicative contract award.

Bidders who are not already registered on the Bravo Solution portal can register here: https://education.bravosolution.co.uk/web/login/shtml  

For any assistance with the portal, bidders should contact the Bravo helpdesk: help@bravosolution.co.uk  
To register for the supplier day, please email: English.IMPLEMENTATION@education.gov.uk with the name of up to two attendees.
START AND END DATES OF THE CONTRACT:
Start Date: Summer 2018 TBC 
End Date: Planned as 31 March 2020
Please note that this PIN is not a call to competition and the DfE is not bound to enter into any procurement activity because of it. With procurement being dependent on ministerial priorities, funding for the CELT and English hubs is subject to change at DfE’s absolute discretion. 

