Clarifications for Bidders Questions:
Testing eDNA metabarcoding as a technique for monitoring subtidal sediment condition

Q: Please could you clarify the requirements of the tender? In the wording ‘As such we are particularly interested in bacterial and meiofaunal diversity as well as wider community diversity (fish, invertebrates etc),’ is the request for metabarcoding of bacteria and meiofauna only, or for metabarcoding of bacteria, meiofauna, fish and invertebrates?
A: Yes we would like metabarcoding of bacteria, meiofauna, fish and invertebrates in order to examine community-wide changes. We would like suppliers to suggest (open access) primers that would be most suitable for this analysis. Preferably costs would be broken down per primer so that we are able to maximise the analysis we can do within our available budget.
Q: The end of the first paragraph on page 10 is incomplete.
A: That should read ‘A detailed summary of the sampling methods will be provided to the successful contractor’.
