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Project:  Low Vision Service for Lincolnshire CCG’s

Commissioning Group: Lincolnshire East Clinical Commissioning Group, Lincolnshire West Clinical Commissioning Group, Lincolnshire South Clinical Commissioning Group and South West Lincolnshire Clinical Commissioning Group.
Procurement Lead:  Marian Berry
Date: 22 October 2015

Pipeline Notice
Market Engagement : Proposed Provision of Low Vision Services for Lincolnshire East, West, South and South West  Lincolnshire CCG’s. 

Arden & GEM Commissioning Support Unit on behalf of the Lincolnshire Clinical Commissioning Groups are seeking to commission a Low Vision Service for patients with Low Vision living in Lincolnshire. 

The service is required in all four CCG localities from suitable provider premises that provide access for patients. 

The Provider(s) of this service will be required to undertake a tailored low vision assessment of the patient’s needs including a functional visual assessment (Appendix C).  The assessment will include all aspects of the patient’s needs relating to health and social care, as appropriate.  After the assessment the Provider(s) will offer the following, as appropriate;

· Prescription/provision of appropriate optical/non optical aids
· Advice on lighting, contrast and size, filters, tactile aids electronic aids and other non-optical aids 
· Training and/or therapy to enable optical and non-optical aids and other techniques to be used effectively by the patient
· Links to broader rehabilitation services, such as home assessment and mobility as well as possible referral to structured therapy programmes, counselling, education and employment services
· A review of benefits, welfare rights, concessions, and access to support groups 
 
A follow up appointment will be dependent on the individual requirements of the patient. However, the Provider(s) will offer a recall to the service after a 12 month period. The Provider(s) will only offer further reviews if there is a clinical need.  

Low Vision Service aims:
· Improves access for service users within Lincolnshire
· Provides timely access to the service
· Is provided within a suitable environment
· Provides a quality service where patient outcomes can be monitored
  
The implementation of the Low Vision pathway will result in the following outcomes:

· Local Access for all patients with low vision in Lincolnshire
· A  multi-agency partnership approach to service delivery
· Services provided within an environment suitable for individuals with reduced vision
· Timely access to the service
· Clear referral routes
· Comprehensive patient information provided in an appropriate format 
· High levels of patient satisfaction and improved patient experience
· Best use of NHS resources, ensuring value for money


All of the above should be provided within the geographical boundaries of Lincolnshire East, West, South and South West Clinical Commissioning Groups. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The CCG’s wish to hear from suitably qualified and experienced Low Vision Service providers who may be interested in delivering these Services. Please note that this is not a formal procurement advertisement. If you wish to register an Expression of Interest for this proposed procurement please contact Marian Berry, Arden&GEM CSU by no later than 12 noon on 5 November 2015.

To express an interest, please complete the form online through the Arden & GEM Bravo e-tendering portal - gemcsu.bravosolution.co.uk.  
To complete the form online: 
i) Register on the portal at:   https://ardengemcsu.bravosolution.co.uk (registration and use of the website is free of charge). 
ii) Express interest by 
a) logging-in to the Arden GEMCSU e-Tendering portal 
b) selecting response to advert and PQQ, 
c) select Open Access PQQ, 
d) search for and access listing related to this contract and view details 
e) click on Express Interest link 
iii) Once you have expressed interest, access the My PQQs page where you can complete the questionnaire. Please note that this is not a PQQ, we are using this functionality within the Bravo portal to communicate with interested parties. 


Any Expressions of Interest shall not automatically entitle involvement in the future procurement exercise. Any procurement conducted as a result of this notice shall be advertised separately and all organisations wishing to participate shall need to respond to the procurement advertisement as and when it is published.  A contract notice will be placed on Contract Finder to advertise the Procurement process. Please note that the proposed date for publication of the contract notice in the section below is a guideline only and may be subject to change. 

The services to which this advertisement relates fall within Part B of Schedule 3 of the Public Contracts Regulations. Neither placement of this notice nor any other indication shall be taken to mean that the Contracting Authority intends to hold itself bound by any Regulations, save those applicable to Part B services. 
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