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Expression of interest

Title: Evaluation of Disabled Students’ Allowances
Project reference: 2017/057
Deadline for expressions of interest: 5pm on 6th October 2017
Summary
Expressions of interest are sought for an evaluation of the impact of Disabled Students’ Allowances (DSAs) insupporting disabled students in higher education. This will involve a combination of an online survey of 2000 students across four different comparator groups, qualitative interviews of 50 students across the same four comparator groups and qualitative interviews of five higher education providers.
Background
An individual with a disability, as defined by the definition of disability in the Equality Act 2010, can apply for DSAs which are paid in respect of essential, additional expenditure a disabled student incurs because of their disability, whilst they are studying a higher education course. The support received depends on individuals’ needs relating to their studies. DSAs are not income-assessed nor repayable, and are not intended to cover disability-related expenditure students might incur if not studying, nor are DSAs intended to cover costs any student might expect to incure regardless of disability. 
DSA has undergone significant changes in recent years:
· From the 2015/16 academic year onwards, all students receiving DSA for the first time were required to contribute £200 to the purchase of their computers. 
· From the 2016/17 academic year onwards, responsibility for providing certain types of non-medical help (bands 1 and 2, with exceptions) was passed to higher education providers (HEPs), so disabled students should have their needs met wherever possible through inclusive learning practices and individual reasonable adjustments made by their HEPs. DSAs continue to be available for the provision of more specialist non-medical help support (bands 3 and 4, with exceptions), such as British Sign Language interpretation.
· Availability of DSA funding was also restricted with respect to some accommodation costs, IT peripherals and other socnumables such as printers and ink cartridges.
Research is required to evaluate whether receipt of DSA reduces learning barriers and to evaluate the impact of these changes.
Evaluation aims
The aims of this evaluation are:
· To evaluate whether receipt of DSA reduces barriers to learning
· To evaluate the impact of recent changes to DSA
· To better understand the type and intensity of support that students in receipt of DSA receive
· To better understand the adjustments that HE providers have made in light of the changes to DSA, in particular the changes made in 2016/17.
Research Questions
1. Did the receipt of DSA, and support offered by institutions, influence: a) the decision to attend higher education, and b) the choice of institution attended? 
2. What do disabled students see as the strengths and weaknesses of a) the DSA offer, and b) the offer from institutions?
3. What were students’ experiences of the DSA application process?
4. What type and level of support are students accessing via DSA funding?
a) What do students think of the quality of their needs assessments?
b) Do students feel the needs assessments have identified the breadth of support that they require (i.e. equipment; non-medical help; other support such as travel costs)?
c) Do students feel the needs assessments have identified the intensity of support (across the different bands of support) that they require?
5. What type and level of support are students accessing direct from their institutions?
6. To what extent do students feel that DSA supports them during their study?
7. To what extent do students feel that their institutions have supported them with their disability during their study?
8. Have students or are students in receipt of DSA considering leaving higher education and what are the reasons behind this?
9. How has providers’ support for disabled students evolved in light of recent changes to DSA policy and greater emphasis placed on institutional support arrangements?
In addition to the above research questions, we would also look to segment our analysis to answer the following questions:
a) To what extent do disabled students’ experiences of DSA differ by the type of disability/level of support?
b) To what extent do disabled students’ experiences of DSA differ by demographic characteristics?
c) Are there any differences between those who first received funding or DSA in the 2016/17 academic year, versus those who first received funding in the 2015/16 year, versus those who first received it in previous years, versus disabled students not in receipt of DSA?
Methodology
The four comparator groups mentioned below are:
· A cohort of students first accessing DSA in the 2016/17 academic year
· A cohort of students first accessing DSA in the 2015/16 academic year
· A cohort of students first accessing DSA prior to the 2015/16 academic years. This group will mostly comprise fourth year students on four year courses, and on that basis may be a difficult cohort to recruit.
· A cohort of disabled students not in receipt of DSA
The methodology comprises both quantitative and qualitative research:
· A quantitative survey of 2000 students across the four comparator groups (500 per group) to be conducted online. As this survey will be of disabled students with a range of disabilities, such as visual impairments and learning difficulties, contractors will need to consider what adjustments need to be made to the online survey to capture accurate data.
· The survey should include both undergraduates and postgraduates roughly proportionate to the numbers who receive DSA.
· Qualitative interviews of approximately 50 students across the four comparator groups. Due to the nature of the subject matter, these will need to be conducted in a sensitive manner.
· Qualitative interviews of five HE providers 
Timing
Expressions of Interest: September 2017
Invitation to tender: October 2017
Contract awarded/project start October 2017
Piloting: November 2017
Fieldwork: November 2017: January 2018
Draft final report: March 2018
Proposed end date: March 2018
Assessment criteria
Expressions of interest will be assessed against the following criteria:
· Experience of research topics to be covered
· Experience of research methodologies to be used
· Experience of research with higher education students, higher education institutions and individuals with disabilities (including capacity to provide adjustments to accommodate students with a range of disabilities)
· Capacity and capability to deliver the project in the timescales indicated
Expressions of interests submitted must be no more than 1000 words overall; this includes any website links. Anything longer will be disregarded.

	Closing date for EOIs: 5pm on 6th October 2017
Send your EOI form to: philip.lewis@education.gov.uk



How to submit an expressions of interest
You must submit an expression of interest (EOI) in order to be considered to be invited to tender. To do so, please complete the Expression of Interest Research template found on the Department’s research website. A submission of an EOI does not guarantee an invitation to tender and the Department does not routinely advise organisations that they have not been successful in being invited to tender. Feedback is however available on request. 
In order to express an interest you must be registered with us and you will need your ID number. If you need to register then please do so using the online supplier registration form. If you have already registered and have forgotten your ID number, please send an email to Enquiries.RBU@education.gov.uk
All contracts are let on the basis of the Department’s Terms and Conditions. You are encouraged to check these before submitting your expression of interest, as these form part of your contractual obligations.
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