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Expression of interest

Research to inform period products scheme guidance for schools and institutions delivering 16-19 education
Project reference: DFERPPU/2019/016
Deadline for expressions of interest: Friday 9th August 2019, 0900 BST
[bookmark: _Summary]Summary
Expressions of interest (EOIs) are sought for research to engage with prospective period products scheme users to ensure the guidance is evidence informed and fit for purpose. In April 2019 the Department for Education (the department) announced that the free period products scheme, introduced by the Chancellor in March 2019, for secondary schools and colleges would be extended to also cover primary schools. The department will shortly award a national contract to provide free period products to schools and institutions delivering 16-19 education across England. This research will ensure that the perspectives of prospective users are considered when issuing initial guidance in December 2019 to educational settings on how they can deliver the scheme in a way that recognises the needs of their learners. The research should engage learners to:
1) Understand learners’ expectations of the period products scheme, 
2) Identify any risks and barriers posed by different approaches that institutions may take to make free period products available to their learners, and 
3) Understand how the period products scheme design and delivery can support efforts to tackle stigma surrounding periods.
We have not specified a method for this research and welcome innovative proposals from contractors that would meet the above research aim and objectives, capturing insight from a diverse group of learners (approximately 50 learners) which represent a range of characteristics such as:
· Age (learners of a range of ages from 9+),
· Gender identity (including learners who do not identify as female that menstruate),
· Ethnicity (e.g. learners from a range of cultural backgrounds which encompass different understandings of menstruation), 
· Special educational needs and disability (SEND) (e.g. learners with and without a range of SEND), 
· Socio-economic status (e.g. learners with and without Free School Meal status and households with different incomes, values for the Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index, NRS Social Grade classifications, National Statistics Socio-economic classifications),
· Institution type (e.g. maintained primary and secondary schools, free schools and academies, institutions delivering 16-19 education, including but not limited to, sixth forms, colleges and independent training providers, alternative provision and special schools including those with residential care),
· Geography (e.g. urban, rural, coastal, remote educational settings), and
· Learners in educational settings with and without existing free period product schemes distributed using a variety of approaches (e.g. in toilets, by teachers, tutors, school nurses or other named contacts, at reception or another central location, and using innovative/ tech solutions). 
Pre-qualification requirements
Prospective bidders submitting an EOI MUST:
· Have access to a sample of learners (approximately 50 learners) and be able to recruit participants who represent a range of learner and institution characteristics within the tight timescale specified in this EOI, 
· Have appropriate ethical approvals (where required) and safeguards in place to sensitively conduct research with vulnerable people (i.e. children aged under 16) and learners aged 16+ on this topic,
· Be able to agree sampling and research methods (including questionnaires, topic and/ or interview guides if applicable) with the department by 0900 BST on Wednesday 18th September 2019,
· Be able to complete fieldwork and provide interim reporting (e.g. a slide pack of no more than 20 slides outlining findings broken down by sample characteristics and identifying initial recommendations for scheme guidance) to the department by 0900 BST on Wednesday 9th October 2019, and 
· Be able to agree the final report (approximately 20 pages including an executive summary, outline of sampling strategy and methods, results, recommendations for scheme guidance and conclusions, excluding appendices) with the department by 0900 GMT on Friday 1st November 2019.  
Background
In March 2019, the Chancellor announced that access to free period products would be fully funded in secondary schools and colleges.[footnoteRef:2] In April 2019, Minister Zahawi extended the scheme to cover provision in primary school.[footnoteRef:3]  [2:  https://www.gov.uk/government/news/spring-statement-2019-what-you-need-to-know ]  [3:  https://www.gov.uk/government/news/free-sanitary-products-in-all-primary-schools ] 

This Period Products scheme is a priority for the department, with high levels of interest from the media, campaign groups and wider civil society. It also forms an integral part of the government’s campaign to end period poverty globally by 2030.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://www.gov.uk/government/news/penny-mordaunt-launches-new-funds-to-tackle-period-poverty-globally ] 

The department are procuring an organisation or consortia to supply period products to schools and colleges on demand. Institutions will have autonomy over how these period products are then distributed within their setting and may wish to engage their learners in this decision. In addition, the department will provide guidance which will set out the strengths, weaknesses and risks of different approaches, focusing on issues of stigma amongst learners. 
The department would like this guidance to be informed by prospective scheme users and are keen to ensure the voices of learners are incorporated. Furthermore, as many institutions already provide period products in a variety of ways (e.g. within toilets, behind reception, via the school nurse, via bursary awards), the department would like to ensure that learners’ perspectives on existing provision are captured and reflected in the guidance published. 
The successful bidder for the scheme is due to be announced later this year and the products will be made available to institutions from January 2020. The guidance is due to be published in December 2019.
[bookmark: _Evaluation_aim,_objectives]Evaluation aim, objectives and research questions
The proposed research aims to engage with prospective period product scheme users to ensure the guidance is evidence informed and fit for purpose. This aim will be met by addressing the following objectives and research questions (RQ): 
Research objective 1: To understand learners’ expectations of the period products scheme
· RQ1a. What are learners’ current levels of awareness of the period products scheme?  
· RQ1b. Who do learners think the free period products scheme is for?
· RQ1c. Where do learners currently get their period products from that they use when in their educational setting?
· RQ1d. What do learners do if they unexpectedly experience their period or cannot afford period products when they are in their educational setting?
· RQ1e. What types of period products do learners prefer to use in their educational setting and why is this the case (e.g. type and characteristics of the product such as applicator or non-applicator tampon, sanitary towel with or without wings, menstrual cups)?
Research objective 2: To identify any strengths and weaknesses posed by different approaches that institutions may take to make free period products available to their learners
· RQ2a. What are the strengths and weaknesses of distributing period products by making them available in toilets?
· RQ2b. What are the strengths and weaknesses of distributing period products by making them available through teachers, tutors, school nurses, support staff or other named contacts?
· RQ2c. What are the strengths and weaknesses of distributing period products by making them available at reception or in another central location?
· RQ2d. What other approaches can prospective scheme users suggest for distributing periods products, and what are the strengths and weaknesses of these proposed approaches (e.g. innovative/ tech solutions, for example where a student can text to request a period product and collect from a discrete location)?
Research objective 3: To understand how the period products scheme delivery can support efforts to tackle stigma surrounding periods
· RQ3a. What are learners’ perceptions of stigma surrounding periods?
· RQ3b. What words should the department avoid using when communicating this scheme to learners?
· RQ3c. What words should the department use when communicating this scheme to learners?
· RQ3d. What are the best approaches for educational settings to adopt when communicating this scheme to their learners?
· RQ3e. What are the best approaches the department can take in communicating this scheme to learners? 
Methodology
[bookmark: _Sample_characteristics]Sample characteristics 
The department is interested in innovative proposals that capture a range of learners and institutions that may cover characteristics such as: 
· Age (learners of a range of ages from 9+),
· Gender identity (including learners who do not identify as female that menstruate),
· Ethnicity (e.g. learners from a range of cultural backgrounds which encompass different understandings of menstruation), 
· Special educational needs and disability (SEND) (e.g. learners with and without a range of SEND), 
· Socio-economic status (e.g. learners with and without Free School Meal status and households with different incomes, values for the Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index, NRS Social Grade classifications, National Statistics Socio-economic classifications),
· Institution type (e.g. maintained primary and secondary schools, free schools and academies, institutions delivering 16-19 education, including but not limited to, sixth forms, colleges and independent training providers, alternative provision and special schools including those with residential care),
· Geography (e.g. urban, rural, coastal, remote educational settings), and
· Learners in educational settings with and without existing free period product schemes distributed using a variety of approaches (e.g. in toilets, by teachers, tutors, school nurses or other named contacts, at reception or another central location, and using innovative/ tech solutions). 
Proposals should ensure that the research is able to capture the perspectives of approximately 50 learners who represent a range of characteristics outlined above. 
Methods
The department is not specifying a method for this research and welcomes proposals that adopt innovative methods. Methods could include in-person or online interviews with individual learners, focus groups, or online surveys with learners recruited through pre-existing parent and/ or learner’s panels. However, innovative methods not listed above that meet the research aim and objectives outlined in this EOI, and are within the budget and timescale specified below, are also both encouraged and welcomed. 
The contractor must be able to complete the research in both a sensitive and timely manner. Where required, the contractor must obtain appropriate ethical approvals (i.e. informed consent) from parents and carers for learners to participate in the research. The contractor must also consider how to approach this topic matter in an ethical and considered way with children, their parents and carers and learners aged 16+ participating in this research. 
Budget
The department has an upper limit of £25,000 (excl. VAT) for this research in the 2019-20 financial year. The department expects proposals to provide clear value for money while meeting the research aim, objectives and questions outlined in this EOI. 
[bookmark: _Timing]Timing
The department intends for this research to inform period product scheme guidance currently in development and scheduled for publication in early December 2019. As such, the final report will need to be completed and agreed by early-November 2019 following the timeframe outlined below: 
· Deadline for EOI, Friday 9th August 2019, 0900 BST
· Invitations to tender (ITT) issued Wednesday 14th August 2019
· Deadline for ITT submission, Wednesday 28th August 2019, 1600 BST
· Evaluation deadline and bidder notification, Wednesday 4th September 2019
· Contract awarded by Monday 9th September 2019
· Set up meeting week commencing Monday 9th September 2019
· Sampling and research methods agreed by Wednesday 18th September 2019, 0900 BST
· Interim reporting by Wednesday 9th October 2019, 0900 BST
· Final report agreed by Friday 1st November 2019, 0900 GMT 
Assessment criteria
Expressions of interest will be assessed against the following criteria (pass/ fail or weighting in brackets): 
· Evidence that pre-qualification requirements are met (Pass/ fail): 
· Contractor has access to a sample of learners (approximately 50 learners) and is able to recruit participants who represent a range of learner and institution characteristics within the tight timescale specified in this EOI,
· Contractor has appropriate ethical approvals (where required) and safeguards in place to sensitively conduct research with vulnerable people (i.e. children aged under 16) and learners aged 16+ on this topic,
· Contractor can agree sampling and research methods (including questionnaires, topic and/ or interview guides if applicable) with the department by 0900 BST on Wednesday 18th September 2019,
· Contractor can complete fieldwork and provide interim reporting (e.g. a slide pack of no more than 20 slides outlining findings broken down by sample characteristics and identifying initial recommendations for scheme guidance) to the department by 0900 BST on Wednesday 9th October 2019, and
· Contractor can agree the final report (approximately 20 pages including an executive summary, outline of sampling strategy and methods, results, recommendations for scheme guidance and conclusions, excluding appendices) with the department by 0900 GMT on Friday 1st November 2019.  
· Evidence of understanding of the research requirement (35%): 
· Contractor provides an outline research proposal that meets the research aim and objectives outlined in this EOI, is methodologically robust and feasible to deliver within the timescales required for this research,
· Contractor provides a clear rationale for the selected research approach, outlining its strengths and weaknesses with regards to alternative approaches they did not recommend, and 
· Contractor demonstrates that they have fully considered the challenges and risks posed by their proposed method and sampling strategy. 
· Evidence of sensitive and appropriate research methodology (35%): 
· Contractor demonstrates expertise and knowledge of working with learners in a variety of educational settings (e.g. maintained primary and secondary schools, free schools and academies, institutions delivering 16-19 education, including but not limited to, sixth forms, colleges and independent training providers, alternative provision and special schools including those with residential care) 
· Contractor demonstrates expertise and knowledge of their proposed sampling strategy and research methods, 
· Contractor provides a clear strategy for how they will undertake the research in a manner that tackles sensitivity in terms of awkwardness, silence, stigma, possible parental censure and perception of potential for harm, and 
· Contractor provides a clear strategy for obtaining appropriate ethical approvals (i.e. informed consent) for vulnerable participants (i.e. children aged under 16) and learners aged 16+. 
· Evidence of appropriate project management (30%): 
· Contractor illustrates the capacity to meet timescales and quality requirements of a project of this size and scope,  
· Contractor outlines a clear team structure with allocated responsibilities, 
· Contractor provides a tabulation of project milestones and dependencies, and 
· Contractor provides a clear risk register with contingency planning.
We will be seeking further information on the proposed methodology from those invited to tender, but we expect responses to this call for EOIs to include a summary of the suggested evaluation approach that takes into account the criteria outlined above. 
Expressions of interest should be a maximum of 2,500 words (excluding tables and figures). We will not consider attachments or follow hyperlinks within proposals. 
	Closing date for EOIs: Friday 9th August 2019, 0900 BST 
Send your EOI form to: Alexander.Gnanapragasam@education.gov.uk 


How to submit an expression of interest
You must submit an expression of interest in order to be considered to be invited to tender. To do so, please complete the EOI form which can be found under attachments. A submission of an EOI does not guarantee an invitation to tender and the department does not routinely advise organisations that they have not been successful in being invited to tender. Feedback is however available on request. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]All contracts are let on the basis of the department’s Terms and Conditions, also attached. You are encouraged to check these before submitting your expression of interest, as these form part of your contractual obligations.
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