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UK Space Command and Dstl Request for Information (RFI): Provision of Historical Space Object Data Sets
TITLE: Request for Information (RFI): Provision of Historical Space Object Data Sets
Industry [Relevant CPV Codes]:
·  32584000: Data-bearing Media
·  38221000: Geographic information systems (GIS or equivalent)
·  38290000: Surveying, hydrographic, oceanographic and hydrological instruments and appliances.
·  48613000: Electronic Data Management (EDM)
·  48614000: Data-acquisition System
·  71352120: Seismic Data Acquisition Services
·  71352130: Seismic Data Collections Services
·  72260000: Software-related services
·  72300000: Data Services
·  72313000: Data Capture Services
·  72260000: Software Related Services
·  79961200: Aerial Photography Services
Location of Contract:  Dstl Portsdown West, Grenville Building (WC-C010), Fareham, Hampshire, PO17 6AD, UK
Closing date: Monday 2nd March 2026 at 23.59hrs

Description
The National Space Strategy and the Defence Space Strategy laid out the ambitious vision of the UK, in the space domain.  They provided a clear strategic direction aimed at delivering improved Space Domain Awareness (SDA).   In May 2024 the National Space Operations Centre (NSpOC) was launched, led by UK Space Command and the UK Space Agency in partnership with the Met Office.  The NSpOC will combine and coordinate civil and military Space Domain Awareness (SDA) capabilities, to enable UK space operations and protect our interests in space and on Earth from space related threats, risks, and hazards, as per the xGov SDA Requirements Publication.   

In support of the NSpOC, UK Space Command and Dstl are currently seeking information from the space industry sector on the availability of historic Space Domain Awareness Data.  This information will help us better understand current market capabilities to become a more intelligent customer; help inform decision making on future Defence Capability needs and support the development of Machine Learning techniques for space object characterisation and tracking of cislunar objects.

Target Organisations 

The focus of this RFI is on organisations that specialise in providing Space Domain Awareness Data (SDA) relating to Historic SDA Data Sets as detail above.



Use of the Data Provided

The outcome of the information you provide will be consolidated and used to help inform decision making on future Defence Capability requirements. 

In the near future, it is anticipated that UK Space Command and Dstl will be looking to procure SDA data sets to support the development of techniques for space object characterisation, enabling the application of Machine Learning techniques.  These data sets will be required to have sufficient breadth and depth to capture the pattern of life of individual objects while being representative of the variety of object types in orbit.  

Additionally, in support of research into the ability to catalogue and maintain custody of RSOs in cislunar space, UK Space Command and Dstl are anticipating future procurements of historical SDA observation data to facilitate the development of state and trajectory estimation models and algorithms. Example data on cislunar RSOs undertaking transfer to the Moon (prior to and post translunar injection) or already established in cislunar-like orbits (e.g. CAPSTONE in near-rectilinear halo orbit) would be particularly valuable.


Request for Information. 

Historic Data:  We are seeking information on historical data sets that meet the following criteria:

Electro-Optical and/or Infra-Red Lightcurves

Multiple long-arc lightcurves of individual targets with associated metric observation data, including full-night GEO observations or full passes for lower orbits.

The cadence of observations must be sufficient to capture short/dynamic variations in the lightcurve.

Radar Cross Section (RCS) Curves

Multiple long-arc RCS curves of individual targets with associated metric observation data.

The cadence of observations must be sufficient to capture short/dynamic variations in the RCS.

Cislunar

Electro-Optical and/or Infra-Red tracking data on targets in cislunar space (i.e. beyond the geosynchronous and graveyard region). Long-duration and/or frequent revisit data would be beneficial, but this is not a limiting factor. 

Radar or radio frequency tracking data on targets in cislunar space (i.e. beyond the geosynchronous and graveyard region). Long-duration and/or frequent revisit data would be beneficial, but this is not a limiting factor. 

Other Pertinent Data Sets

Any additional data sets that may be relevant to the above tasks, e.g. other sensing phenomenologies or space object metadata as per RSO Characterisation UKSDA-SR-7300.

Licensing Terms. Please provide details of your standard licensing terms, including whether there are any restrictions on data usage.

Cost. The approximate cost of the data set(s), broken down by target and track.  Including costs for differing licencing terms in reference to usage, if available.

Data Transfer. Please provide indication of your capacity to transfer data via Secure File Transfer Protocol (SFTP) from a static IP address.

Payment Method.  Please could you advise if you accept payment via Credit Card, and if so, please advise the maximum limit your company allows via Credit Card payment.


Administrative Details

Responses should be submitted on the templates provided:

RFI Data Description Form (Microsoft Excel Spreadsheet) – for the Observation Details.  There are five tabs within the spreadsheet to complete, one for your company details and a table for each SDA data set.

RFI Characterisation of Data Form (Microsoft Word Document) for the market information.  This form should not exceed 8 pages.

Please note that the MOD Gateway will only accept emails with attachments smaller than 60MB.


The classification of this requirement is Official, and we are happy to receive responses classified up to Confidential/Commercially Sensitive. 

Responses to be submitted via email to UKSpaceCmd-CAP-PANOPTESGMB@mod.gov.uk.  Please title the Email ‘SDA Historical Data RFI Response from [your company name]’.

Responses must be submitted by Monday 2nd March 2026 at 23.59hrs.  Please note the Authority will not be able to accommodate any requests for an extension to this deadline, due to the Authorities priority for this work.

We look forward to receiving your response and thank you for your time and effort in supporting this important initiative.
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