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Prior Information Notice (PIN)
For
Northamptonshire County Council Market Scoping Event for Children and Young People’s statutory Advocacy Services


Section 1: Introduction
General Requirements

This Prior Information Notice (PIN) has been issued to inform potential providers of Northamptonshire County Council’s (“The Authority”) of an opportunity to attend a market scoping event for the potential future delivery of Children and Young People’s Statutory Advocacy Services (including Independent Return Interviews and other statutory Participation and Engagement services). 
 
The Authority intends to hold a Market Scoping Event with potential providers on 18 July 2016 (9:30am registration for a 10:00am start; venue to be confirmed) and would like to invite potential providers of this service to the event to collectively scope the market options and models in regards to the delivery of this service provision. The Authority hopes that this document will enable potential providers to prepare and plan for any this event and also enable them to prepare for any potential tendering process for such services in the future. 

This document does not form any part of an invitation to tender. The Authority is issuing this PIN as an information document only. Potential providers who wish to attend the market scoping event shall need to make their interest known by emailing cfecommissioning@northamptonshire.gov.uk


Background

This PIN and any subsequent tender process will be managed by LGSS Procurement. LGSS is the shared services venture set up by founding partners Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) and Northamptonshire County Council (NCC), offering a fully integrated support service. The partnership was formed in response to the challenges faced by local authorities, namely, the public sector funding crisis, impact of the recession, rising expectations and growing demand, and seeks to reduce the cost of support services through the consolidation of resources, process redesign and exploitation of technology.

Timetable

The estimated timescales of this PIN are as follows:

	Event
	Estimated Start
	Estimated End

	Issue PIN
	7 July 2016
	14 July 2016

	Market Place Event
	18 July 2016 – 9:30am Registration 10:00am start
	18 July 2016 - 1:00pm Finish

	Timeframe for Submission of any additional feedback following Market Place Event
	18  July 2016
	22 July 2016


Section 2: Identification of Requirement
Current Situation

Northamptonshire County Council’s proposed Council plan and budget for 2016/17 was announced on Tuesday 8 December 2015. With the significant budgetary pressures for all local authorities, tough decisions have had to be made to ensure that we can provide support to children and families in the most effective and efficient way possible. 

Currently, the Authority directly delivers Children’s Advocacy Services and in-county return interview and lead the participation and engagement provision via forums such as the Children in Care Forum and Shooting Stars etc. 

Our Requirements

The Authority wishes to undertake a market scoping exercise in regards to the provision of Children and Young People’s Statutory Advocacy Services (including Independent Return Interview, Independent Visits and Statutory Participation and Engagement provision). 
 
This market scoping shall then be used to informed the Authority on the current market for such services, the variety of models of delivery used and also enable the Authority to decide on the longer term delivery of these statutory functions ensuring a greater focus on those in greatest need but also ensure continuity of service provision for those in County as well as the Children and Young People of Northamptonshire placed outside of the County.
 
Any longer term decisions regarding these statutory functions shall be subject to approval of the Cabinet and therefore is subject to change.
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