Clarifications for Bidders Questions:
Designing and Producing a State of Natural Capital Report and related communication products
[bookmark: _Int_ZDQXh35f]Q: We are unclear about the value of the tender. On the contract finder site it is listed up to £49,999. On p5 of Request for Quote - SONC Design.docx it states “For the purpose of this RFQ the Authority is classified as a Central Contracting Authority with a publication threshold of £12,000 inclusive of VAT.” Given the number of deliverables involved, please could you clarify the value of the tender.

Q: Can I please ask to confirm the budget for the project. On GOV.UK, the published budget is £1,000 to £49,999, but in the RFQ document £12,000 is referenced, but it’s not clear to me if that’s the budget so I’d just like to check with you please?

The maximum value of this contract is £49,999, inclusive of VAT. You can submit any price as long as it is no higher than the maximum value. Please also be aware that 40% of the evaluation criteria is price: the quote you provide. 
 
The section you point out of page 5 refers to the organisation’s transparency publication threshold. If the total estimated value of the contract is equal to or exceeds £12,000 (incl. VAT), we are required to publish an Opportunity Notice to advertise the requirement on Contracts Finder through an open quotation process.

Q: The workshops and meetings – are these held in person or remote via Teams?

These workshops/meetings are expected to be held remotely via Microsoft Teams.

Q: Do you have an approximate or expected word count for the report?

We are still in the process of writing but based on previous scoping work and existing drafts of some sections, we would expect the report contents to be around 30,000 words. Please be aware this is a rough estimate, however, and may go up or down as we get further along in the writing process. We would advise referring to the draft report structure outlined on pages 14-15 of the RFQ for an idea of the length of the report in pages, and for additional detail on the sections expected to make up the report.

Q: If we were to submit questions to you over the next coming days, would we need to wait until after the 20th October to hear back on answers?
We will try and respond to questions as quickly as possible. This might take a few days depending on whether I need to query the details with different colleagues. Please note that we will also be regularly updating the advert on contracts finder with a document containing (anonymised) questions and responses, to ensure that suppliers have transparency of any additional information provided.

