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HEATH POND/LAKE BANK STABILISATION CONSULTATION

1st to 30th September 2017

Background
A public consultation has been held for the period of 1st to 30th September, including two days at the Secrets of the Heath event held on 2nd and 3rd September.  This has resulted in responses via feedback sheets and emails
Aims

· Repair and stabilise banks preventing further erosion

· Reduce further silting up of pond

· Ensure that biodiversity is maintained or enhanced by use of the mitigation measures

· Mitigation measures should complement or enhance the existing landscape of the pond

End-Product
· Stabilisation of banks to mitigate against erosion
· Greater support of biodiversity of the pond

· Improved access for visitors and fishermen
· A more enjoyable visitor experience
Success Criteria
· Implementing measures identified above
· Achieve in budget
· Achieve within timescale
Last Meeting held 12th October

Attended by:
Cllr Paul Strawbridge, Cllr J Deane, Mr Neil Hitch (Town Clerk) and Mr S Field (Office Manager)
Feedback
	
	Feedback

	Type
	Person/Action

	1.
	The Pond - Carry on the good work

	Secrets of the Heath
	Eric Gorvin


	2.
	Bank Stabilisation and Boardwalk - Banks have got very much eroded in the last three years.  There was a marked increase during the last two winters.

The Boardwalk needs some serious maintenance, and could be a lot wider.  It might be helpful, if keeping the present width, if it was made one way for pushchairs and buggies 

	Secrets of the Heath
	E J Buck


	3.
	Stabilising Banks - Great ideas for stabilising and encouraging plant life

	Secrets of the Heath
	No details given

	4.
	Stabilise the banks - Ensure protection of marginal habitats when upgrading banks

	Secrets of the Heath
	C Peterson

	5.
	Nettles – Please cut back the nettles regularly at the entrance to the heath opposite Rival Moor
	Secrets of the Heath
	No details given

	6.
	We have been bird watching at the pond on a regular basis for at least the past five years and this includes surveys for the South Downs farmland Bird initiative during the past three years? We were at the One today and saw the notices displayed about the proposed work to improve the biodiversity at the pond. We both applaud those objectives and are in broad agreement with the work proposed but would ask that you undertake it over a period of several years rather than do everything at once. A similar project was undertaken at Fleet pond about five years ago? They dredged the pond and. Holt several islands bringing in large orange diggers. The work took many. Oaths and all the birds apart from mallard disappeared from the pond? They did not return for a good two years when Black-headed Gulls started to drift back and they have now taken over the islands. There used to be numerous Cormorants but they are only now starting to reappear and I have not seen a Heron there since. There are very few diving ducks-there were always plenty and the Grebes have not returned. It seems apparent from these findings that a light touch will be required if your objectives are to be achieved and the work should if possible be done without the introduction of large machinery. IWe intend to compile a list of the birds we have seen at the pond in the last five years with some idea of their status but this will be a work for the long dark evenings. Se will let you have this in due course.


	Email
	Ted & Penny Raynor
PTC will seek further guidance from South Downs National Park Association

	7.
	Project should be elongated rather than a big bang as experience has shown in other places where done in a oner – it caused more disturbance to the wildlife than those done gradually. I am sure our Project Consultants will be aware.


	Comment
	

	8.
	Concerns over whether we will ever get the pond back to anything like a good level due to modern rainfall data and increased natural drainage.  Sinking of a borehole was mentioned to feed.


	Comment
	Investigation required of existing gullies and drainage
Grounds Meeting – R Warton reported that 180 mm of rain had fallen but the pond was only raised by 60 mm – see Grounds October 2017 for full details

	9.
	I have seen your signs around the Heath Lake asking for the public's help and feedback so here goes. I often walk around the Heath, probably at least 5 times a week. I am not a huge fan of dogs but I must say that the vast majority of dogs are well behaved and also most owners clear up after their dogs. However there are quite a few owners who let their dogs swim (or rather paddle at the moment!) in the lake. Despite the stress it causes the wildlife that lives on the Heath it is also something that causes damage to the banks of the Heath as you rightly point out on your signs. I quite often try to tell people who have let their dogs go in the water what they might be doing wrong (with varying results!). However I wonder what penalty, if any, can be handed out to dog owners who allow their dogs to go in the Heath? There is nobody to enforce this request so I cannot see it being obeyed without more information provided to dog owners as to the reasons why they shouldn't be in the water? Could there be more signs (not preferable I must say) or leaflets maybe at the Plump Duck? I would say that there are more dogs around the edge of the Heath off of their leads nearer to the beginning and the end of the day so if you wanted to observe the offending dogs this would be the time to help to re-educate?

Secondly the increase of bins around the Heath is really a great idea. I hate litter and often pick it up if I can. A lot of the litter quite often comes from fast food take away such as McDonalds and Costa Coffee. I wonder if some more bins could be provided by those companies? 

Final point about water levels. I often drive by the Heath as well to get to work. When it rains there are always puddles that form along Sussex Road by the disabled parking space and also further along Sussex Road near to the car park. It seems that this water should really drain into the Heath? There is a drain and a trench at the point where the puddle forms near the car park but the drain appears to be blocked up. Also there used to be a drain by the disabled car park but that doesn't seem to drain into the Heath since the road was dug up there. I wonder if the water were to drain into the Heath it would help a little with the low levels of water currently at the Heath. I hope this provides you with some feedback as requested. 


	Email
	Andy Parks

See above regarding water levels

	10.
	At our last Ctte meeting members agreed to consider the Town Council's proposals for the Heath Pond improvements. The Ctte is now happy to be able to endorse the proposals in principle with just one comment at this time.

The plans for the boardwalk are understandably a little vague, however we would favour the re-positioning of the new boardwalk further away from the Sussex Road bank to enable a reed bed of sufficient size to be support the 8.9 hectares of water. The original plans drawn up by Robin Hart as discussed at the Pond Planning Group would meet this criteria. 

We do now have a golden opportunity to create a reed bed of sufficient size to properly support the pond eco system and establish the future health of our Pond. Additionally, the enlarged reed bed and boardwalk would create a nature path between the reeds and water, screened from the road and adding a new pond scene scape for visitors.


	
	Richard Warton

Boardwalk location confirmed by Town Clerk as coming away from Sussex Road, and being located as far out in the water as possible, depending on budget available 

	11.
	I welcome the signs around the Heath seeking the public’s help; even if I personally refer to it as a Lake. I am also in favour of all the proposals listed.

I am less in favour of the new “Don’t” signs. I agree with the individual misdemeanours listed, but the trouble they actually cause is very little, while the “do not” theme is very unwelcoming as you enter the Heath.

I am also baffled by the smart new gates. Why have they been put up? They look very susceptible to damage by Fair vehicles, theft and the spring on one gate came off within a few days. Was this money well spent?


	
	A R Robinson

Office Manager replied – no further action required

	12.
	Please would you let Grounds know that I am in full support of the pond proposals as set out in the Bank Stabilisation Plan consultation.


	
	Melanie Oxley

	Meeting Note
	Consider raising sluice gate and Boardwalk to allow pond level to rise 
	
	

	Meeting Note
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Book Rams Walk for 1 or 2 slots before or just after Christmas for Public Information Stall. Organise some display flags 
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