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Request for information
SOFT MARKET TESTING FOR THE SUPPLY OF B LOVE 2021 
This information is requested as part of an exercise to seek the market’s views regarding B LOVE.
Background information
B LOVE is one weekend of live music, arts and family fun, showcasing Basingstoke's local music scene, with the majority of performers being from or connected to the area and a main stage of well-known household name acts designed to encourage stronger attendance and offer a support platform for local artists to be seen. The event is suitable for all ages and caters for a diverse range of styles and genres of music. 
Up until now the event has been organised and funded by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council, working with a forum of local promoters, the B LOVE music forum led by an independent chair. Each organisation or promoter has programming responsibility for their stages. 
The current format and programmed of the event is as follows.
Main Stage
Featuring a selection of live bands of different genres and national household names, currently programmed by the Basingstoke Music Forum and Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council. This stage operates over the weekend.
Amped
Featuring guitar driven bands from genres including Rock, Metal, Indie Punk and Ska. This stage operates both days of the festival.
Love Bass  
Saturday features a programme of electronic music including Dance, Dupstep and Drum & Bass. Sunday features Grime, Hip Hop and Garage music.
Electric Soup (Saturday) and SunJam (Sunday)
Saturday features acoustic and electric based music. Sunday features funk and soul artists.
Silent Disco and B Awesome community stage
A mix of family silent disco and community group performances.  In 2019 the stage had over 200 community performers.
Magical Forest and Outdoor Performance area
A free area for under 12’s and their families to explore the natural environment, arts, crafts, storytelling, theatre and local charity groups inside and outside the woodland area of the War Memorial Park. The area has previously also had a strong programme of outdoor arts including circus, street theatre and dance/physical theatre performances.
A full Report of 2019 can be found on the council’s website here
Key Data on the 2019 event can be found here
A draft budget for 2020 can be found here
Future dates: Saturday 10 July to Sunday 11 July 2021 (tbc)
Normal location: War Memorial Park, Basingstoke, RG21 4AG
More information at www.blovemusic.com 
Future delivery
The council are keen to explore other ways to deliver the event from 2021 with the aim of reducing the council’s involvement and funding in the event and continuing to improve the offer. We are therefore conducting this soft market testing exercise to determine the market’s potential interest and to utilise the market’s expertise and experience to aid with considerations for future delivery of the event.
The council has committed to spend of £49,400 broken down as follows: 
Main stage artists: £36,700 Shy FX, Stamina MC, Artful Dodger, DJ Luck and MC Neat, N-Trance, Pigeon Detectives. The Futureheads, Eliza and the Bear
B LOVE Forum Promoters: £7,800 
Big Tops: £4,900
Due to contractual reasons, the council cannot split out individual artist fees. There are also relationships with local and regular suppliers which should be considered. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please complete as many of the questions provided below as you feel are relevant. There is no word limit to this soft market testing exercise and do consider presenting this information in whichever format you feel is appropriate for your organisation at this stage of the market exercise. Depending on responses received, on-going procurement conversations will take place from w/c 21 September 2020. 
This soft market testing exercise is open until midday 14 September. Responses should be directed to blove@basingstoke.gov.uk 
For the avoidance of doubt no information provided in response to this questionnaire will be used by the council in assessing providers during a future procurement process.
Confidentiality
All information included in this Soft Market Testing questionnaire is confidential and only for the recipient’s knowledge. No information included in this document or in discussions connected to it should be disclosed to any other party without prior written authorisation.
For information on how the council may use data submitted as part of this process please see our website https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/privacystatement


Questions
Organisation:

Named contact:

Contact details including telephone number and email address:

Consortium partners if you are the lead organisation:


1. Would your organisation be interested in running the event in 2021, with committed council investment of £49,400? (See background information above for details of the committed spend).


2. If yes, what support from the council would you need?


3. There is likely to be no funding for the event into 2022, do you feel this event would be viable?

3a. If No, what level of funding would be needed to make the event sustainable and over what period?

4. Do you believe that B LOVE can be sustained as a commercial venture?

5. If so, how would you achieve this for the following headings:
5a. financial input – e.g. sponsorship, ticket sales and other income opportunities


 
5b. officer resource input – e.g. reducing reliance on the council



5c. providing infrastructure – e.g. relationships with suppliers



5d. planning of the event – e.g. working under covid-19 outdoor event guidelines


6. What is your opinion of B LOVE in its current format?

7. What developments/enhancements could a new commercial operator/consortium bring to the event in 2021?


8. How would your improve the offer to support council priorities: 
8a. Cultural development – supporting local artists 


8b. Place Marketing – something for Basingstoke to be proud of


8c. Economic Growth – footfall and spend in Basingstoke


8d. Community development – growing resident’s involvement in the event and creating opportunities


8e. Skills development – a platform for young people to achieve


8f. Climate Emergency – reducing carbon emissions and green initiatives  


9. How would you encourage visitors from outside of the borough to attend this event or do you see it as a local festival for local residents?


10. Currently the event is run in the War Memorial Park on council-owned land. Where does the market feel is the best Basingstoke location for the event? 


11. What would be your vision be for B LOVE in 3 years and 5 years’ time?


12. Would you want to change the date or time of year for B LOVE?


13. Has the council missed any opportunities to do things differently? If so, are there better ways to achieve the council’s outcomes?  Is this the best way to achieve the council’s objectives?
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