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Q: How do JNCC’s Intellectual Property Rights work in practice? We would grant a free licence in to perpetuity for use of the code, but the Annex A wording suggests a right to resell the code. 

A: As a public body we are required to open source all developments done with public funds. These developments can rely on closed source products which we would require a licence for, and to which others may easily acquire licences for (at cost if needed) in order to reuse the developed code. 



Q: At the start of the project will all the data be provided in a PostgreSQL/PostGIS database or will this be in scope for us?

A: EMODnet data is already in PostGIS and the MPA Mapper data will be transferred soon. The migration of data is not expected as part of this contract. 



Q: GeoServer provide the RESTful API to access JNCC’s spatial data and map tiles. The scope of the procurement then is to develop the necessary Front end HTML, CSS and JavaScript to construct a map on the front end?

A: Yes. GeoServer will provide the services to host the data, the procurement is to enable pull of those services into a front end interactive map such as Web Map Service (WMS) requests for specific EMODnet / MPA Mapper layers. The new mappers would be based on open-source libraries such as OpenLayers. Generating new basemaps would ideally come from the spatial library used to develop the mappers, but also as Web Map Tiling Service requests from other mapping portals if required. The finalised mappers would preferably be standalone applications/sites which would then be integrated into each respective website via an iframe. 

Q: Is the project fixed price or agile?

A: The project is a fixed price. The tender outlines the minimum viable product and we’re deeming a successful outcome on all this work package being deliver. However, there can still be a small amount of flexibility in this approach, e.g. new functionality can be brought into scope on a one-in one-out basis (to remain within the same fixed budget), or if necessary through a more formal ‘change control’ to the contract. 


Q: is the awarding contractor expected to undertake any graphic design work as part of this contract? If so, do you have a well-defined applicable style guide, or do you expect the contractor to work with you to define the visual look and feel for the web mapping interface? 

A: The contractor would develop the new mappers and host them on a standalone website, these would then be implemented into the respective EMODnet & JNCC web pages via an iFrame. This is currently in place on the current EMODnet mapper; the full EMODnet site is here, which pulls an iFrame from the standalone mapper website here, meaning website graphical design is minimal. The contractor will develop the interactive maps using open source spatial libraries (e.g. OpenLayers); part of this would including designing the interfaces of the mappers such as menus, toolbars, layer keys etc. Both the EMODnet project and JNCC as an organisation have visual identity guidelines that we adhere to (e.g. RGB values, HTML templates for EMODnet etc.). 


Q. Does the contractor need to supply hosting or do you already have this in place?

A. During development the hosting would be provided by the contractor, but once finalised the web mappers will be hosted by JNCC. 


Q. Is it also acceptable to use MySQL instead of postgres?

A. Although technically we can use MySQL with Geoserver, it doesn’t have any built-in support for MySQL, and the MySQL Geroserver extension is unmaintained. Also since our data is already in PostGIS our preference is for PostGIS/Postgres. 


Q. Do these maps require design work too, or are designs being provided?

A. The layout of the web mappers and mapper elements e.g. menus would be designed by the contractor (with input from JNCC), but would take into account the visual identity guidelines that the EMODnet project and JNCC as an organisation have (e.g. RGB values, HTML templates for EMODnet etc.)


Q. Are content pages for the map site required or will they link to pages on the Umbraco sites?

A. Content pages are not required, but the web mapper must be able to link to other pages which will provide this type of information.


Q. To what extent of filtering will be required, and will this be attributes within the metadata? Will this likely be simple filtering such as, greater than, less than, equals…?

A. Filtering is required for both web maps, and the complexity is quite variable and draws on multiple attribute sources  – there are examples provided in Appendix A of the Annex A specification, but if you require more detailed filtering examples for either mapper please get back in touch. 


Q. With regards to the ‘Essential specifications for both web mappers’: Must the user experience work in the way outlined, or (if an alternative, improved method is found) are you open to discussing potential improvements to the methods suggested?

A. The essential specifications outline all the functionality that the web mappers must provide, but we are open to alternative suggestions on how this functionality can be provided/improved.


Q. Are the permalinks to the production web mappers in regards to the original web mapper, or the version contained in an iFrame?

A. The permalinks would be for the finalised production web mapper in iFrame. However permalinks to the staging version of the mapper might also be useful. 
 


Q. The document we are required to sign and return to confirm we agree to the T&C’s has a different contract reference number (C18-0208-1284) and not (C18-0208-1286). Should we amend the world document to use the correct number?

A. The contract number should read C18-0259-1286.  


Q. How many suppliers are you intending to shortlist? 

A. This was an open invitation and therefore we do not know how many applications we are likely to receive. The successful bidder will be notified by 20 December.



