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NHS CONTRACT FOR WESTERN SUSSEX HOSPITALS NHS FOUNDATION TRUST

FIRE COMPARTMENTATION TENDER PREAMBLE

Ref: FT/1385/MQP


Compartmentation. 
Following a fire at St Richards Hospital in June 2017 a full survey of fire compartmentation was initiated to reassure the Trust that the fire integrity infrastructure was compliant to Health Technical Memorandum 05-02. The survey covered all three Western Sussex hospital sites and indicated failures of the Hospitals Fire Integrity:
The Trust has contracted the services of Lawrence Webster Forrest to undertake a full fire back stopping compartmentation survey of every Trust building. Outcomes of the survey indicated significant compartmentation failures and provided recommendations to aid achievement of compliance to HTM 05-02 and British Standard with regards to fire stopping.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Each breach in the infrastructure will need to be rectified as per the attached documentation.
Photographic evidence will be required for each repair to close the documentation. 
Backstopping
It is probable that the failings originate back several decades with the main causational factor linked to safe control of contractors during minor and major capital works across the estate.  These works seek to provide assurance to the legislation / HTM compliance.  It also seeks to make recommendations on the safest and most cost effective course of action to achieve fire compliance within the Trust hospitals.
The hospital buildings across all three sites date from the 1930’s since when multiple alterations and works have happened, which in some cases have caused breaches in the fabric. Some of these breaches have not been correctly fire stopped which allowed smoke to freely pass across boundaries as it did in the June 2017 fire in sterile services entrance lobby of St Richards Hospital.  Post fire investigations by the local area fire brigade highlighted breeches of compartmentation and a recommendation for a full compartment survey of the Trust hospitals.
The survey found 4,305 breaches. The Trust Fire Officer and Estates Compliance Lead categorised these into five categories:


	PRIORITY LEVEL
	CRITERIA

	1
	Premises where patients are in medical/clinical wards and have to be evacuated down stairs. (No horizontal evacuation available) e.g. Worthing West Wing, Southlands Day Surgery Theatres and St Richards Hospital West Block (Women & Children’s), plant rooms bordering clinical areas with obvious and dangerous breaches of fire compartmentation.

	2
	Premises where there is a sleeping risk (where a horizontal evacuation is available). All wards, theatres, delivery suites, endoscopy, recovery rooms, hospital streets and corridors, staff sleeping accommodation buildings

	3
	Premises where there is a non-sleeping risk, but occupied by patients and staff. E.g. Outpatients, X-ray, audiology, St Richards Hospital Catering Block.

	4
	Premises where there are WSHT staff only, non-patient areas. E.g. blood science laboratories, HR, Med Recs, Washington Suite, and Stillman House, and Worthing Catering Block

	5
	Low risk premises. Non-patient areas, standalone buildings: e.g. St Richards Hospital Diabetes Centre, The Lodge, Hospital Radio, Worthing: Greenacres, Homefield, Human Resources.



Please Note:
For the purpose of this tender exercise the Trust will be looking to complete works on ALL priority 1 and priority 2 areas in the 2019-20 financial year.
We estimate that a further three years of work will be required to correct all of the breaches (priorities 3, 4 and 5) in the infrastructure and will be the subject of a separate tender exercise.
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