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Request for Expressions of Interest

Date of Issue: 25/06/2018
Response Deadline: 1200hrs 09/07/2018

Late responses will not be accepted

Title:  Request for Expressions of interest for working with key angling stakeholders, anglers and non-anglers to help produce a National Angling Strategy 2019-2024. 

The Environment Agency (EA) is a non-departmental public body, established in 1995 and sponsored by the United Kingdom government's Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), with responsibilities relating to the protection and enhancement of the environment in England. The EA regulates angling activity selling over a million rod licences annually, generating in excess of £23 million. This income is then reinvested in order to uphold its duty to maintain, improve and develop fisheries. 

Background to Requirement: 
There in the region of 3 million anglers in England and Wales. Recreational fishing is worth about £1.5 billion to the economy and the industry provides approximately 27000 jobs. It is therefore recognised that a Strategy is needed to help co-ordinate effort and activities amongst the many and varied partnership organisations to help promote angling. 

The current strategy which runs from 2013-2018 was developed to help guide and inform the EA and our partners on how to increase participation, convey the health and social benefits of angling and how angling can be used to help drive environmental improvements.

The new strategy which will look to run for five years from 2019, will be developed with key partners, angling charities and other interested organisations. Its content and direction will to a large extent be based on the taking forward successes from the previous strategy, a consultation with key stakeholders to determine current issues and a survey of angling attitudes.

The recently published 25 Year Environment Plan emphasises the ‘hidden’ importance of the environment for national wellbeing, health and economic prosperity. Angling is an outdoor activity with proven strong environmental links, therefore we are looking to encompass this direction from Government in the production of an updated strategy. 


Requirement:
The aim of this contract is, under our direction engage with key angling stakeholders in researching and producing a new National Angling Strategy for England and Wales that encompasses all forms of angling.

1. Work with the EA and other angling related organisations to design and undertake a survey which will be aimed at both anglers and non-anglers, the information from which will inform the development of the new strategy.
2. Carry out extensive consultation with key stakeholders to canvass views on the strategic
a. aims and objectives, 
b. targets and outcomes, 
c. monitoring and evaluation, 
d. and governance 
3. Use information gathered in 2 and 3 to write a National Angling Strategy covering the period 2019-2024.

Contract start date: tbc

Contract Duration: Finalised Strategy to be signed off no later than 1st March 2019

Queries about the expression of interest

[bookmark: _GoBack]For technical questions please contact the tom.sherwood@environment-agency.gov.uk 
