Cornwall Council – Market Co-Production Event 
	Contract Title
	Children and Young People Independent Specialist Placements for Special Educational Needs


	Directorate
	Children, Schools and Families


	Service Area
	Education and Early Years



	Introduction

	Cornwall Council has responsibilities under the Children and Families Act 2014 to ensure that there is sufficient high quality special educational needs provision to meet the needs of all our children and young people. A broad continuum of provision is required that includes independent special schools.

The Council is committed to working with providers of independent special schools to ensure a supply of placements that are both high quality and affordable, giving our children and young people the best opportunity to achieve positive outcomes. 
We will be holding a workshop on Wednesday 6th February 2019 and we would encourage you to join us.  The workshop will run from 2pm and we anticipate it may last for two hours.  It’s being held at the Victoria Offices,

Station Approach, Victoria, St. Austell, Cornwall  PL26 8LG.

Following on from our previous event held in July 2018, we have reviewed our time-line with a view to extending this to enable us to work further with you in developing provision and our shared processes.  Details of the revised time-line will be available at the workshop and will also be sent out to you.
If you are a current or potential provider of independent specialist special educational needs provision and would like to come to the workshop please complete the “Information Required” section at the end of this notice
and return this via the Due North messaging system by noon on Thursday 31st January 2019.
This event is not part of any procurement process. It is purely for information purposes. Questions and matters raised at these meetings may be used by the Council in developing this service.

Participation in this event will not prejudice suppliers participating in any future procurement.



	Background

	Cornwall Council has a responsibility to ensure that there is an appropriate full range of special educational needs provision for Cornish children and young people.  Independent special schools are part of that continuum.  
Cornwall is a comparatively low user of independent special schools. There are 133 learners of all ages with education, health and care plans attending 25 different independent special schools, 120 of the pupils were placed by the statutory education services and 13 were placed by social care.   The annual cost of independent special schools is over £6m. 

Our independent special schools placements are expensive per placement, Cornwall’s costs are highest amongst our statistical neighbour authorities. It is recognised that this could be linked to our low use of independent special schools and the resulting nature of children and young people’s needs.

Cornwall Council is committed to a collaborative relationship with providers. We are interested in sharing information about our needs and priorities, and hearing from providers about how we can work even more effectively together for the benefit of children and young people and their families. 


	Information Required

	Cornwall Council wants to engage with you how together we ensure there is a range of independent special school placements  for Cornish children and young people that are high quality and affordable delivering positive outcomes for individuals. 
We are inviting you to a workshop on 6th February 2019 to meet with us.  
Please return this form via the Due North messaging system by Thursday 31st January 2019.
I will be attending the Independent Special School Event at 2pm on Wednesday 6th  February 2019 at the  Victoria Offices,

Station Approach, Victoria, St. Austell, Cornwall  PL26 8LG.

.
Your Name(s):           
Organisation Name:
Your e-mail address:

Telephone number: 

Thank you


