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	What’s this document about?
	The purpose of this generic risk assessment (GRA) is to identify the exposure and type of common, significant risks to our employees and to identify the appropriate control measures.

This generic risk assessment applies to all work carried out in or near water, both tidal and non tidal, including lakes and estuaries.
It does not address issues relating to intertidal soft sediment sampling which is covered in a specific generic risk assessment


	Who does this apply to?
	All line managers whose staff work in and near water.


Related documents

	Links
	· Fieldwork GRA
· Boatwork GRA
· Intertidal soft sediment sampling GRA
· Employee instruction – Working in or near water
· Selecting, using and maintaining lifejackets and buoyancy aids 

· Water safety training – shortly to be published
· Template for task/site specific assessment


Working in and near water risk assessment
	Task element
	Hazard and harmful effect
	Likelihood information
	Initial risk level
	Control measures
	Controlled risk level for employee

	
	
	
	Severity (S)
	Likelihood (L)
	Risk level (RL)
	
	Severity (S)
	Likelihood (L)
	Risk level (RL)

	Working near to water
	Stumble, slips. trips and falls causing accidental partial or total immersion in water

Drowning

Cold water shock

Hypothermia  

  
	Many fieldworkers undertake work in the vicinity of water.

Site conditions can be slippery  and uneven.

Water edge may be unclear due to overhanging vegetation 
Watercourses will vary in terms of depth, flow and, turbidity
	3
	2
	6
	· Field workers who regularly work next to water must undertake Water Safety Training
· All others to be accompanied by person who has done the water safety training and is suitably capable to  brief them on hazards & be able to check any lifejackets.
· You must wear a lifejacket or buoyancy aid, for additional buoyancy when:
· you're working in or near turbid water where the bottom is not visible;

· you're working in water that is higher than knee depth;

· worn with thigh and chest waders and dry suits unless risk assessment identifies this is not necessary.
· before getting on or off any vessel which can’t be securely moored, or if there’s no gangplank available

· there's a reasonably foreseeable risk of immersion or drowning as identified through site, task risk  or dynamic risk assessment/Stop and Think. (As a guide not a rule if you are within 3 metres of water)

All others Buoyancy Aid only to be used if justified by written risk assessment
Footwear with good grip on sole.  Also spare set of clothes and foil blanket 
	3
	1
	3

	
	Blue-green algae bloom and scum can produce toxins, called Harmful Algal Blooms which can cause rashes after skin contact and illnesses, including  eye irritation, vomiting, diarrhoea, fever and muscle and joint pain. 
	Not all blue-green algae blooms and scum are toxic, but you can't tell just by looking at them, so it's best to assume they are.

	2
	2
	4
	Postpone task and avoid working near blue-green algae and treat as toxic and avoid skin contact

Blue green algae on watercourses should be reported to our incident line 0800 807060.
	2
	1
	2

	
	Leptospirosis (Weils Disease) potentially fatal infection causing flu like symptoms, vomiting, high temperature and muscle pains 
	Bacteria may be present in any watercourse where infected animals have urinated (mainly rodents, also cattle and pigs) 
	3
	2
	6
	Consider wearing water-resistant gloves if you’re likely to come into contact with water
Cover all cuts, abrasions with a waterproof dressing

Pay particular attention to personal hygiene after contact with river, lake or pond water and wash hands thoroughly

Issue Leptospirosis cards and carry this – present to GP if feeling unwell.
	3
	1
	3

	Working  in water eg  to take sample, gauge flow, remove debris etc


	Slips, trips and falls resulting in accidental immersion.

Drowning and hypothermia, 
	Not always proprietary steps into watercourse providing ideal access
Staff may need to access water wearing wellingtons, thigh boots , chest waders or dry suits rather than walking boots with ankle support
	3
	2
	6
	In addition to above controls:

· Do not enter the watercourse  in conditions high flow and  turbidity.
· Provide and use safe point of entry and exit

· Look downstream for easy exit points.

· Where possible, use wading pole or similar for support whilst moving through flow.


	3
	1
	3

	
	Contact with underwater objects can lead to puncture wounds 
	After high flows and floods debris can be moved across river beds .
	3
	2
	6
	· Where riverbed is not visible and or underwater obstacles and debris likely  steel mid sole must be worn
· Wading stick or similar to check river bed in front of you
	3
	1
	3

	
	Changing state of tide preventing safe egress – risk of drowning 
	Staff likely to be concentrating on task and tides can rise quickly 
	3
	2
	6
	· Consider having a second person on site to call for assistance if significant risk of being cut off by rising tide.
· Ensure suitable communication aids available and enclosed in waterproof bag.

· Ensure that you have read the site specific risk assessment.

· Knowledge of how to read tide tables and understanding of a sites channels and elevations and how this influences the incoming tide
· Contact Monitoring & Forecasting Duty Officer to get advice on tidal surge/wind speed & direction.
· Follow warning signs
	3
	1
	3

	
	Rip Tides dragging under water – immersion and drowning
	Rip tides possible at sites visited
	3
	2
	6
	· Information on what action to take in case of rip tides covered in Water Safety Training.

· Site specific assessments to identify sites with rip tides, alternative sampling points should be established to avoid dangerous areas of the shore.
	3
	1
	3

	
	Risk of contact with biological hazards such as stings, spines etc.
	Samples of bathing waters taken when the hazards are present in water.  
	3
	2
	6
	· Dynamic risk assessment- visual assessment of water as entering – do not proceed if in any doubt
· Inform line manager of  known allergies to stings
· Footwear to protect against weever fish spines etc on sea bed
	3
	1
	3

	Working near bridges or overhead structures
	Head injury
	Activities such as fixing stop nets, sampling etc take place near bridges/overhead structures
	3
	2
	6
	· Look for alternative sites

· If no alternative sites available, bump hats must be worn (NOTE these are different to safety helmets)
	3
	1
	3

	Working on structures in water environment
	Fall from height leading to drowning
	Employees regularly need to access structure to remove debris.  Wet concrete may be slippery
	3
	2
	6
	· Site specific assessment to confirm design acceptable

· Redesign work environment eg use of handrail, steps

· Consider use of safely lines, harness and anchor points (these tested / certified)

· Consider use of head protection
	3
	1
	3
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