


Post for research ethics committee members 
We’re excited to recruit two external members join our Research Ethics Committee. We’re looking for:
· One expert in education
· One expert in children’s social care

This is a fantastic opportunity to bring your knowledge, values, and curiosity to a committee that plays a vital role in ensuring our research is ethical, responsible, and impactful.

The appointment will be for three years (with the option to extend for a further one year), for a maximum of 12 days a year. Meetings and contributions will be done largely remotely, with one in-person meeting per year.

You’ll join the committee to review, and comment on, research applications and discuss them during monthly meetings. The committee recommends whether research should be granted ethical approval. 

You’ll need to:

· Play an active role in our monthly meetings, contributing your expertise and insight
· Review research applications in advance, applying a thoughtful and facilitative approach to every proposal
· Provide clear, constructive feedback, helping determine whether projects should receive ethical approval
· Bring an independent voice to the table, championing the rights, interests, and wellbeing of both researchers and research participants
· Help shape how we work, offering insight and guidance to ensure Ofsted’s research processes are carried out to the highest ethical standards
· Collaborate with purpose, building positive relationships with fellow committee members and other colleagues across Ofsted to support ethical, high‑impact research

You’ll need: 

· A research degree (e.g., MPhil, MSc, DPhil/PhD or EdD) in a relevant area.  
· Comprehensive knowledge of current issues in education or social care in England, with an extensive academic track record of research expertise in at least one of these two fields and proficiency in quantitative and/or qualitative and/or mixed research methods.
· Substantial experience of sitting on research boards/committees and/or advising on highly complex ethical matters in social research, including in relation to research with children and young people. 
· Awareness of Ofsted’s research and evaluation, and ability to provide advice and scrutiny of research ethics in an inspectorate/ regulatory context. 
· Excellent interpersonal and communication skills and ability to plan time effectively to meet deadlines.
· High level of computer proficiency, including the ability to confidently use core Microsoft Office and collaboration tools such as MS Teams, SharePoint, Outlook, Word and other digital platforms to manage documents, communicate effectively, and support remote working.
· We encourage responses from individuals with a diverse range of experiences and backgrounds, for example people who are from global majority backgrounds, LGBTQ+, or living with a disability.
· Committee members will be subject to a DBS check, and you must comply with the Government's security protocol and Ofsted’s Information Management policy. 
· Committee members will abide by the research integrity principles set out in the Concordat and will work with due respect for one another within a supportive and open environment. Committee members are expected to observe the highest standards of integrity, honesty and professionalism and to embed good practice in every aspect of their work.

You will need a DBS check and you must comply with the Government's security protocol and Ofsted’s Information Management policy. 

The maximum budget for this contract (£80,000) will be split equally across the two committee members. Payment will be subject to work commissioned by Ofsted to each committee member.

You must submit responses via the Delta portal no later than 12 noon on 27 March 2026. Registering on Delta is quick and easy and will allow you to save, manage and submit your application in one place. You can register with the following link: Procurement, Contract & Tender Management - Delta eSourcing choose ‘suppliers’ to register, once you are registered you should select ‘view invites and responses’ and add the access code 7787BK2X98.




