Queries received and responses from potential bidders

1. Is the budget of £20k for this work including or excluding VAT?

· The £20k budget is inclusive of VAT.

2. Is there an application form or preferred format for the presentation of applications?

· There is no application form or preferred format, as long as each of the areas highlighted in the ITT are presented clearly.

3. Does the RCVS regard the involvement of a Veterinary School currently accredited by the RCVS as a potential conflict of interest for this project?

· As the focus of this part of the review is on published evidence around methodologies for accreditation and not the standards themselves, or the impact on any particular vet school which has been accredited, there isn’t a big conflict here.  However, any perceived conflict of interest should be declared as part of the bid.

4. Is it possible to access information which was gathered during the development of the current RCVS standards of accreditation for veterinary degrees during 2014?  For example, was there a review of evidence to that point, were there recommendations made/rejected?

· There is not any relevant information available from the development of the Standards in 2014.

5. Does the RCVS have any particular concerns about aspects of the standards which require further review since the 2015 implementation?

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Our particular concerns are that since the standards were created, a number of new degree (curricula) models have emerged which make the accreditation process challenging against our current standards.  There is also the concern that our process has become too much of a tick-box exercise that focusses more on ‘inputs’ than ‘outputs’ (i.e. the graduates and their preparedness for practice), and that it doesn’t reflect best practice.

6. Is this review intended to provide evidence specifically to the education of veterinary surgeons, or should it encompass education for nurses and others in the profession?

· This review is only encompassing the processes used for accrediting veterinary degrees, as nurses have their own approach.

7. Are there particularly relevant professions (beyond health care) which should be included, as the evidence base is potentially very large if everything is to be included?

· Whilst we have no specific professions outside of healthcare that we require you to evidence, please include anything which leads to a professional, regulated, qualification.  Such programmes will have similar methodologies to the healthcare sector when it comes to accreditation.

8. For this type of project, we would propose a Rapid Realist Review as it is extremely effective for a short term project such as this, is there any specific preference for the type of literature review?

· We have no objections to a realist review, but as this work will be used to potentially inform significant changes to policy, and influence international processes, we are interested in understanding the strength of evidence from studies published in the literature.

9. In terms of the timeline, has the Christmas period been taken into consideration within the 12 week timeframe?

· The Christmas period had not been factored in, we would be happy to extend for one week until the 21st February 2020 if need be.


