Sensitivity and confidence scoring followed the methodology from Tillen et al., (2010) as detailed in the following tables.

Table 5.2: Suggested resistance scale for sensitivity matrix (adapted from Hall

	Tolerance (Resistance)
	Description

	None
	Key functional, structural, characterising species severely decline and/or physico-chemical parameters are also affected e.g. removal of habitat causing change in habitat type. A severe decline/reduction relates to the loss of 75% of the extent, density or abundance of the selected species or habitat element e.g. loss of 75% substratum (where this can be sensibly applied).

	Low
	Significant mortality of key and characterising species with some effects on physico-chemical character of habitat. A significant decline/reduction relates to the loss of 25%-75% of the extent, density or abundance of the selected species or habitat element e.g. loss of 25-75% substratum

	Medium
	Some mortality of species (can be significant where these are not keystone structural /functional and characterising species) without change to habitat type. The ‘some mortality’ referred to in Table 2 for medium resistance relates to the loss of <25% of the species or element.

	High
	No significant effects to the physico-chemical character of habitat and no effect on population viability of key/characterising species but may affect feeding, respiration and reproduction rates.


et al. 2008 and MarLIN)

Table 5.3: Resilience scale for sensitivity matrix

	Recovery (Resilience )
	Description

	None
	Negligible or prolonged recovery possible; at least 25 years to recover structure and function

	Low
	Full recovery within 10-25 years

	Medium
	Full recovery between 2- 10 years

	High
	Full recovery within 2 years


Table 5.4: Combining resistance and resilience scores to categorise sensitivity
	
	Tolerance
	
	
	

	Recovery 
	None
	Low
	Medium
	High

	Very Low 
	High
	High
	Medium
	Low

	Low
	High
	High
	Medium
	Low

	Medium
	Medium
	Medium
	Medium
	Low

	High
	Medium
	Low
	Low
	Not Sensitive


Table 5.5: Confidence assessment categories for evidence

	Evidence 
	Confidence Definition

	Low Confidence - Evidence (LE)
	There is limited or no specific or suitable proxy information on the sensitivity of the feature to the relevant pressure. The assessment is based largely on expert judgement.

	Medium Confidence Evidence (ME)
	There is some specific evidence or good proxy information on the sensitivity of the feature to the relevant pressure.

	High Confidence- Evidence (HE)
	There is good information on the sensitivity of the feature to the relevant pressure. The assessment is well supported by the scientific literature.


Table 5.6: Combined confidence assessments

	
	Tolerance
	
	

	Recovery
	Low
	Medium
	High

	Low
	Low
	Low
	Low

	Medium
	Low
	Medium
	Medium

	High
	Low
	Medium
	High
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