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Specialist Tax Advice Services for the Planning Inspectorate
ITT Clarifications
Reference: PINS 17/2/701

2 September 2015
1.       If the bidder does not have access to the information set out in Annex B - Specification, paragraph 5, or does have access to the information but is subject to confidential restrictions in terms of its use, how would the Planning Inspectorate facilitate the provision of that information to the successful bidder. 

Answer: This would be facilitated by PINS arranging interviews / meetings with relevant officials in the other departments.

2.       Please confirm that the date of the delivery of the final report and the briefing session is to be agreed by the 30 September as opposed to delivered by this date? The reason for this clarification is that we are conscious that the award date for the contract is 18 September and a meeting needs to take place following award, we then need to undertake the report and get it signed off by the Planning Inspectorate before we can deliver briefing sessions to GM's and NEDS. The timescales appear very tight to do all of the above by 30 September.

Answer: The tight timescales are acknowledged and were provided to give an idea as to the urgency of this element of the work. If this date cannot be met the Tenderer should propose a date by which this could be completed to be agreed if successful. 

3.       Please can you provide examples of the types of advice that will be required via the helpline? We are trying to understand the complexity of the requirement

Answer: The helpline should be able to provide an instant response to basic employment and transaction tax queries, and have the ability to consider further more complex queries, but initially respond within 48 hours, setting out an understanding, and potential issues.

4. 
In the Delivery Schedule under "option" you have listed " Provision of on-going specialist tax advice for 1 year" as option 1 and 2. Do you mean you require a price for the first year and the price for a further year?

Answer: The options refer to years 2 & 3 should PINS decide to take them up after the first year of service.  If you are not able to give costs on that basis an indication would be useful although not mandatory.  Please note that these optional costs will not form part of the evaluation.
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