Separation & divorce quick-win re-categorisation 
Financial and legal basics on separation, divorce and dissolution
How to sort out your money on divorce or dissolution [Married/civil partners, E&W, NI, SC]
How to sort out your finances on separation if you were living together [Cohabiting, E&W, NI, SC]
A guide to international divorce or dissolution [E&W, NI, SC]
GAP – These require editing to summarise family law basics; add or link through to articles on financial abuse & separation (check coverage for E&W, NI, SC & Domestic Abuse Act)
	Legal basics / principles to end relationships
	England & Wales
	Northern Ireland
	Scotland

	Considering divorce or dissolution – process, timeframes & costs (for divorce paper not financial settlement)
	No fault divorce 
	5 grounds for divorce
	Simplified/ordinary procedure

	Considering legal separation short of divorce – process, timeframes & costs; legal force of separation agreement on finances & other matters
	
	
	

	Considering religious divorce – process, timeframes & costs; legal force of religious divorce on finances & other matters
	
	
	

	Considering informal separation as married couple – legal position on finances & other matters
	
	
	

	Considering separation as an unmarried, cohabiting couple – legal position on finances & other matters
	
	
	

	Considering divorce or separation in another jurisdiction to where you live – legal position on finances & other matters if you want to/can start proceedings in another part of UK, EU/EEA (R. of Ireland), rest of world?
	
	
	

	Separation or divorce because of financial / economic abuse – what constitutes such abuse, including in relation to children; key actions to take to protect person & finances; rights to legal aid & how much
	Domestic Abuse Act
	
	



Protecting your home rights and keeping up payments if you decide to separate
Your rights to your rented home during divorce or dissolution [Married/civil partners, E&W, NI, SC]
Protecting your home ownership rights during divorce or dissolution [Married/civil partners, E&W, NI, SC] 
Renting: protect your rights to your home during separation [Cohabiting, E&W, NI, SC]
Protecting your home ownership rights during separation if you were living together [Cohabiting, E&W, NI, SC]
GAP – Paying your rent and bills on separation; Paying your mortgage and bills on separation; Managing the costs of setting up home elsewhere on separation
	Legal basics / principles to protect immediate financial position when deciding to separate
	England & Wales
	Northern Ireland
	Scotland

	Securing rights to the rented home when married – legal considerations for social and private tenants; liability for paying rent and bills
	
	
	

	Securing rights to the rented home when unmarried – legal considerations for social and private tenants; liability for paying rent and bills
	
	
	

	Securing rights to the mortgaged/owned home when married – legal considerations; liability for paying mortgage and/or bills
	
	
	

	Securing rights to the mortgaged/owned home when unmarried – legal considerations; liability for paying mortgage and/or bills
	
	
	

	Sharing costs of and access to a second home on separation – legal considerations
	
	
	



Protecting your financial situation if you decide to separate
How to protect your finances during divorce or dissolution [Married/civil partners]
How to protect your finances during separation if you were living together [Cohabiting]
Sort out joint bank accounts, insurance, bills and other finances with your ex-partner	
How to deal with problem debt after separation
Managing your household budget after you’ve separated
What benefits can I claim if I’m divorcing or separating?
GAP – Talking to your creditors and protecting your credit rating on separation; Changes of circumstance and claiming benefits on separation
	Legal basics / principles to protect immediate financial position when deciding to separate
	England & Wales
	Northern Ireland
	Scotland

	Liability for joint and/or individual debts & bills when married or civil partners – rules for separating credit files
	
	
	

	Liability for joint and/or individual debts & bills when cohabiting and unmarried – rules for separating credit files
	
	
	

	Actions to protect joint bank accounts, savings, investments, insurance & other assets when married or civil partners
	
	
	

	Actions to protect joint bank accounts, savings, investments, insurance & other assets when cohabiting and unmarried
	
	
	

	Responsibility to notify government about a change of circumstance when receiving benefits
	
	
	



Separation and children – legal and financial aspects
How do I arrange child maintenance?
How much child maintenance should I pay?
What to do with children's accounts and savings
GAP – Changes of circumstance and child maintenance arrangements; Paying for childcare after separation; Claiming Child Benefit after separation; Talking to your children about money after separation
	Legal basics / principles when the separating couple have children
	England & Wales
	Northern Ireland
	Scotland

	Choices/responsibility for arranging child maintenance between separating parents
	
	
	

	Rights for reviewing child maintenance payments if financial circumstances change for either parent, including for meeting needs of  biological / adopted / fostered / step / maturing (adult) children in new or previous relationships
	
	
	

	Legal remedies for non-payment or arrears of child maintenance
	
	
	

	Legal position of money held in children’s accounts or trusts when parents separate – & what if parents try to hide assets in child’s name?
	
	
	

	Rules for including arrangements for children in final financial settlement
	
	
	



Proceeding with divorce, dissolution and separation – legal and financial aspects
Separation agreements if you’re considering a divorce or dissolution
DIY (do-it-yourself) divorce or dissolution
Clean break or spousal maintenance after divorce or dissolution
Separation agreements if you’re considering a divorce or dissolution in Scotland
Clean break or periodical allowance after divorce or dissolution in Scotland
Arranging aliment in Scotland
GAP – Check family law in each of E&W, NI, SC; How much divorce or dissolution costs (E&W, NI, SC); Paying for divorce or dissolution (E&W, NI, SC); Claiming legal aid for divorce, dissolution or separation (E&W, NI, SC); Using mediation or collaborative law for divorce, dissolution or separation (E&W, NI, SC)
	Legal & financial considerations when proceeding with divorce or separation
	England & Wales
	Northern Ireland
	Scotland

	Rules for using a DIY service – what it can / cannot do; how to use to best effect & with other legal services; typical costs
	
	
	

	Using mediation; when it is mandatory; what it can / cannot do; how to use to best effect & with other legal services; typical costs, eg hourly rates
	
	
	

	Using collaborative law; what it can / cannot do; how to use to best effect & with other legal services; typical costs, eg hourly rates
	
	
	

	Using a solicitor / family lawyer; what they can / cannot do; how to use to best effect & with other legal / financial advice services; typical costs, eg hourly rates
	
	
	

	Options for financing legal costs & fees while proceedings are under way and/or when financial settlement is reached
	
	
	

	Eligibility for legal aid, when it applies and what costs it covers
	
	
	

	Deciding between the norm of a clean break and maintenance / periodic payments in financial settlement – when would clean break not apply & for how long? Possible consequences of not reaching a financial settlement
	
	
	



Reaching a financial settlement on your home, pensions and other assets on divorce or dissolution
Dividing investments and savings during divorce or dissolution
Dividing business interests on divorce or dissolution
How to divide your possessions if you separate
How could getting divorced affect my pension and retirement income?
State Pension and divorce/dissolution
Pension attachment and earmarking orders
Pension sharing
Pension offsetting
Divorce or dissolution: how we can help with your pension
Dividing the family home and mortgage during divorce or dissolution
Dividing the family home on divorce or dissolution if you’re renting
Divorce and money calculator [probably retiring this spreadsheet tool]
GAP – Merge some pensions articles to simplify guidance journey; Check family law in each of E&W, NI, SC
	Legal basics / principles for dividing assets & liabilities when reaching a financial settlement when divorcing
	England & Wales
	Northern Ireland
	Scotland

	Workplace and/or private pensions – sharing / splitting options; how to value
	
	
	

	State Pension – sharing / splitting options; how to value
	
	
	

	Mortgaged / owned home – sharing / splitting options; how to value
	
	
	

	Rented home – sharing / splitting options 
	
	
	

	Business interests (sole trader, shareholder, director) – sharing / splitting options; how to value 
	
	
	

	Savings / investments, including shares & property – sharing / splitting options; how to value
	
	
	

	Household possessions, personal items, valuables, vehicles, pets – sharing / splitting options; how to value
	
	
	

	Liability for debts in financial settlement; how to value
	
	
	



Dividing your financial lives after separation if you were cohabiting
Dividing the family home and mortgage during separation
Dividing the rented family home on separation if you were living together
How to divide your possessions if you separate
Dividing business interests when you separate if you were living together
Dividing investments and savings when you separate if you were living together
GAP – Making a financial claim after separation if you were cohabiting; Your pension rights on separation if you were cohabiting; Check family law on cohabiting rights after separation in each of E&W, NI, SC
	Legal basics / principles for dividing assets or liabilities when separating as an unmarried, cohabiting couple
	England & Wales
	Northern Ireland
	Scotland

	Making a financial claim for economic advantage or disadvantage while you were cohabiting
	
	
	

	Dividing workplace and/or private pensions
	
	
	

	Dividing State Pensions
	
	
	

	Dividing mortgaged / owned home
	
	
	

	Dividing rented home
	
	
	

	Dividing business interests (sole trader, shareholder, director)
	
	
	

	Dividing savings / investments, including shares & property
	
	
	

	Dividing household possessions, personal items, valuables, vehicles & pets
	
	
	

	Ongoing liability for debts held in one or both names
	
	
	



Your financial and legal position after divorce, dissolution or separation
Build up your retirement savings after divorce or dissolution
What to do with a lump sum payment after divorce or dissolution
Review insurance for dependants and your will during divorce or dissolution
Review insurance for dependants and your will on separation if you were living together
Review insurance for your home and possessions after you separate
Your financial position in a new relationship
Changes that might affect spousal maintenance payments
GAP – Check family law in each of E&W, NI, SC for ex-married/ex-civil partners and ex-cohabiting
	Legal & financial considerations after divorce, dissolution or separation
	England & Wales
	Northern Ireland
	Scotland

	Legal position on updating beneficiaries for insurance policies, wills & investments – married before split
	
	
	

	Legal position on updating beneficiaries for insurance policies, wills & investments – unmarried before split
	
	
	

	Financial or other changes that might affect child and/or spousal maintenance
	
	
	

	Legal position on living together agreements on financial rights & arrangements if cohabiting in new relationship
	
	
	

	Legal position on pre-or-post nuptial agreements on financial rights & arrangements in new relationship
	
	
	



