
Digital Languages Mentoring Project
DfE is seeking a provider to design and deliver a digital languages mentoring project to encourage pupils to choose Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) at GCSE level. 
The purpose of the project is to take a mentoring approach to engage pupils, inspire them to think globally, and show them the value of languages. The project is to be targeted at Year 9 pupils in state maintained schools in England, with the mentors being MFL undergraduate students at universities in England. The project will initially be a small trial to explore evidence of impact. 

To deliver this trial we will be running a competitive tender exercise to identify an appropriate organisation to deliver the mentoring project. This notice is to notify interested providers of the upcoming tender opportunity which is due to be published on Contracts Finder in mid-September. The tender will be open to all interested parties and particularly to providers with proven expertise in delivering projects. 
Languages are important to our young people in developing skills and knowledge, offering a good grounding in knowledge about the world they live in, and opening more doors to more careers. In order to encourage more pupils to study language GCSEs, we are looking for interested providers to bid to run this digital languages mentoring project. 
The main responsibilities of the winning bidder will be: 

· Partnering engaging undergraduate MFL students with groups of year 9 pupils who are uncertain about whether to study languages at GCSE. 

· Designing weekly digital and face-to-face sessions for mentors and pupils to engage over a specified period. These sessions should foster a global outlook and an interest in wider cultures among pupils, and show them that languages could bring varied exciting opportunities to their lives and their careers. They should open pupils’ eyes to the options that languages can bring, and inspire them to choose to study MFL at GCSE level, and hopefully beyond. 
· Providing a digital platform to support the sessions, so that resources can be accessed in schools and by mentors. These digital resources should be engaging and interactive, and should stimulate communication between mentors and pupils.

· Providing training and mentoring support to the students, to facilitate positive relationships and constructive engagement. 

· Providing project management, including management of risks and issues, and working in an agile approach. 

· Ensuring that the programme is independently evaluated. 

We want to find a provider who is: 

· Passionate about promoting languages. 

· Interested in our young people and widening their futures.
· Ambitious about piloting a new scheme initially which could ultimately be rolled out nationally. 

· Already active in boosting opportunities and keen to work in areas of disadvantage and low MFL take-up.
· Active in using technology to deliver projects or programmes.

· Currently delivering projects or programmes with positive impact. 
· Interested in working with undergraduate MFL students.

· Working in an agile project methodology.

