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Do we already have a theory of change for the fund? 

No. We do have a logic model for the fund which is contained in the tender specification document. 

Do subcontractors also have to be on the research marketplace DPS? 

No. 

Would we welcome bids from organisations who already have a contract for an individual SPF programme? 

Yes. 

Are there other relevant evaluations of MIDRI? 

Not that we are currently aware of. 

Why aren’t all SPF Wave 1 and Wave 2 programmes being evaluated? 

We are ensuring that all evaluation activity undertaken is proportionate to each programme. We have set guidance based on the size of each programme, whether there is a clear route to socioeconomic impact, and whether the programme is particularly complex or novel in its aims and/or delivery mechanism. On this basis, it would not be proportionate for several of our programmes to conduct an evaluation. 

What about programmes that aren’t being evaluated? What are we doing for / getting from them? 

We are collecting outcome monitoring data collection from all of our programmes. The evaluator will also have access to personnel on these programmes if they wish to conduct surveys or interviews. 

Are there different audiences for the different evaluation components? 

We have included our key stakeholders in the evaluation specification. We expect that they will be interested in all of the different evaluation components. 

Can we provide a budget breakdown by year? How does that work? 

Our overall budget is for the entire project. We are inviting bidders to set out their budget breakdown by year. 

Preference for a consortium? 

We have no preference for a consortium nor for individual bidders. 

Is there a published list of the programmes? 

Yes. This is contained within the evaluation specification tender document. Further details can be found on the SPF website: https://www.ukri.org/research/themes-and-programmes/strategic-priorities-fund/

What’s the earliest and latest the projects will start and end? 
The first SPF calls were advertised in August 2018, and calls will continue being advertised and awarded until the end of their respective programmes. All spend across the portfolio is expected to conclude in FY 2026/27. 

