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	Contract Title
	Young Parents Support Service 

	Directorate
	Children, Schools and Families

	Service Area
	Children and Family Services 


	Introduction

	Cornwall Council is conducting a soft market assessment to gain an understanding of the potential level of interest across the Voluntary, Independent and private sector for the provision of support for Young Parents and their children in Cornwall.

It is intended that the responses supplied will enable the Council to further develop a business proposal. Any such proposal would be subject to the development and approval of a business case, and, as such, this exercise implies no commercial commitment. This is not a formal tender document.

Participation in this soft market assessment will not prejudice suppliers participating in any future procurement.

If you are interested in this area of service provision and also helping with our assessment of the market, please complete the “Information Required” section at the end of this notice along with any additional information you consider to be relevant, and return this information to Robert.Buckley@cornwall.gov.uk by midnight on 24th July 2018.


	Background

	Young and teenage parents face issues specific to them when bringing up a family. Cornwall Council is interested in commissioning a service that will meet the needs of these parents and their young children that will result in positive outcomes being achieved with regards to their education, employment, health behaviour, parenting, safeguarding, social and emotional needs. The service will be required to offer support to all young parents in Cornwall and to undertake targeted work, in partnership with other key agencies, which results in evidence of improved outcomes and high levels of client satisfaction and also assists the integration of these families into mainstream and universal services.

Resources 

This soft market test relates to provision of support for Young Parents and their children in Cornwall; with an anticipated annual spend from April 2019 of circa £159,000.
Current delivery model

The core areas of service delivery are closely aligned with Local Authority services and are focused on families having easy access to the following early childhood services: 

· early education and childcare;

· social support especially regarding housing, debt and other areas of high need;

· health support relating to young children, parents and prospective parents;

· employment, training and education support for parents or prospective parents.

In addition, the service will ensure that the following needs commonly present for young parents are identified and supported through the provision and in partnership with local agencies:

· Emotional support

· Housing support

· Mental health

· Substance misuse

· Safeguarding needs

· Domestic abuse

· Parenting support

· Health behaviour change support, including smoking, breastfeeding, healthy weight

· Relationship support

· Support with education and qualifications

· Pathway to volunteering and employment

A critical success factor for this contract is the requirement for match funding by the supplier. The incumbent supplier has effectively met this term of the contract to date. The ability of any future supplier to meet this criteria is critical to the delivery of the service in order to avoid the need for the Council to identify additional resource to support this client group.


	Information Required

	General Information

· Organisation Name:

· Your Name and position in organisation:   

· Background information of your organisation:

· Organisation e-mail contact address:

· Your telephone number:

Contract Specific Questions
Would you be in a position to match fund the contract value from 1 April 2019?
If yes, please give further details on:

Funding source:
Funding duration:
Value of match funding:

Your understanding of the type of support required for young parents and their children and the issues that they face in Cornwall.




Evidence of experience and skills your organisation has to deliver this service.



Please detail any issues concerns or risks that might prevent your organisation from participating in a future procurement exercise to provide these services.

Please provide suggestions for improvements to the current model; including innovative ideas that you might have. 
From an initial assessment, if this became a formal procurement opportunity, would your organisation be interested in this opportunity? 
If your organisation would be interested, please provide initial thoughts on how you would deliver the proposed new model.

Would your organisation seek a partnership approach? If so, what type of partners would you envisage, and what additional value would they bring to the proposition? 




Further information

If you have any questions, please contact Robert.Buckley@cornwall.gov.uk.
Please provide your response to Robert.Buckley@cornwall.gov.uk by midnight on 24th July 2018
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