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[bookmark: _Toc297554772]


1. [bookmark: _Toc368573027][bookmark: _Toc450559840]PURPOSE
[bookmark: _Toc296415791]The Department for Transport wishes to purchase a subscription for transport fuels market price data and a biofuels news service.
[bookmark: _Toc368573028][bookmark: _Toc450559841][bookmark: _Toc297554773][bookmark: _Toc296415805][bookmark: _Toc296415793]BACKGROUND TO THE CONTRACTING aUTHORITY
The Department for Transport is the Government department responsible for UK low carbon fuels policy.
[bookmark: _Toc368573029][bookmark: _Toc450559842]Background to requirement/OVERVIEW of requirement
[bookmark: _Toc297554774]As part of its ongoing work to support the decarbonisation of the transport fuel supply and management of the Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation (RTFO), the Department for Transport needs transport fuels (bio & fossil) price data to inform its analysis of biofuels policies. In particular, price data is required as an input for calculating the annual cost of the RTFO which is reported to parliament and published on the Department’s website.  
The Department also wants to receive a biofuels news service in order to keep up to date with the latest developments in biofuels markets. 
[bookmark: _Toc450559843][bookmark: _Toc368573030]definitions 
	Expression or Acronym
	Definition

	RTFO
	means Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation (the UK biofuels subsidy)

	PME
	means Palm Methyl Ester (Palm Oil Biodiesel)

	RME
	means Rapeseed Methyl Ester (Rapeseed Oil Biodiesel)

	SME
	means Soy Methyl Ester (Soya Oil Biodiesel)

	UCOME
	means Used Cooking Oil Methyl Ester (Used Cooking Oil Biodiesel)

	TME
	means Tallow Methyl Ester (Tallow Biodiesel)

	POME
	Palm Oil Mill Effluent (a biodiesel feedstock)


[bookmark: _Toc450559844]scope of requirement 
Specifically we are looking for:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Regular wholesale market price updates and access to historical price data for major biofuel markets (T1 ethanol, T2 ethanol, PME, RME, SME, UCOME, TME biodiesel etc) and also, if available, price data for emerging/niche biofuel markets (e.g. biomethanol, POME biodiesel, bioethanol from waste feedstock)]
Regular (e.g. daily, weekly) wholesale market price updates for liquid fossil fuel markets (e.g. petrol, diesel, gasoil, LNG, aviation kerosene etc) 
A news service which provides regular email updates on developments in biofuels markets.
[bookmark: _Toc368573031][bookmark: _Toc450559845]The requirement
Price data should ideally be provided in spreadsheet format. News updates should ideally be provided as a regular email (or email attachment) which is made available to multiple users (around 10 or more users would be ideal).
[bookmark: _Toc450559846][bookmark: _Toc368573033][bookmark: _Toc302637211]authority’s responsibilities
Interested suppliers should note that the Department is required to publish an estimate of the cost of the Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation (e.g. ‘the total value of the RTFO for 2014-15 is £288 million’)  once a year and that the biofuel price data is used as an input for this calculation. The contractual arrangement between the biofuel price data supplier and the Department will need to enable the Department to use the data in this way.
An example of how the this cost estimate is published can be found at the following link: https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/509569/rtfo-annual-report-2014-2015-web-version.pdf.pdf  
[bookmark: _Toc368573037][bookmark: _Toc450559847]PRICE
We would like to purchase this service for one year with an option to extend the service into a second year (subject to the service meeting expectations and a continued need in the second year). Please provide quotes for a two year service, split into year one and year two.
Prices are to be submitted via the e-Sourcing Suite Appendix E excluding VAT.
[bookmark: _Toc368573041][bookmark: _Toc450559848][bookmark: _Toc368573042]intellectual property rights (ipr)
The Department intends to use the price data to inform policy analysis primarily for internal Government use. However, interested suppliers should also note that the Department would like to use the biofuel price data as an input to calculate aggregated cost estimates for biofuel policy (e.g. ‘the total value of the RTFO for 2014-15 is £288 million’) in the ‘Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation Annual Report’ (you can find the latest report at https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/509569/rtfo-annual-report-2014-2015-web-version.pdf ).The contractual arrangement between the supplier and the Department will need to enable the Department to use the data in this way.
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