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STATEMENT OF REQUIREMENT FOR DOCUMENTATION AUDIT OF NO 1 AERONAUTICAL INFORMATION DOCUMENTS UNIT (NO 1 AIDU) PROCESSES AGAINST EUROPEAN DIRECTIVE 76A (ED-76A) REQUIREMENTS

Background
1.
No 1 Aeronautical Information Documents Unit (No 1 AIDU) is responsible for processing Aeronautical Information (AI) that is used for navigation, flight planning, terrain/obstacle awareness, flight deck displays, flight simulators and other applications using the latest Quality Management (QM) principles. The quality of the information in these products has a direct impact on Flight Safety and therefore requires regular ED76A accreditation every 2-3 years to ensure No 1 AIDU meets the required current standard. The aim of this requirement document is to determine the scope of the audit to ensure continuing certification of ED-76A compliance.

2. In order to allow the various types of aircraft that fly using No 1 AIDU data to operate safely and within International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) and European Commision Regulations and standards for processing AI, continuing certification of ED-76A compliance is required.  With No 1 AIDU moving towards meeting the European Commission Regulation (EU) 73/2010 for AI (also known as ADQ IR
) by 2022 under P-AIC
, it is essential that No 1 AIDU meets the ED76A standard. This will also allow No 1 AIDU to meet the current regulations and maintain a strong working relationship with the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) and exchange AI in the knowledge that the data meets international quality standards. 


3. Failure to maintain the ED76A compliance will have severe implications in No 1 AIDU attaining ADQ IR regulation under P-AIC in the future and jeapordise its relationship with NGA and the continuation towards co-production. It is essential that UK MOD maintains ED-76A accreditation in order to credibly undertake co-production of AI under the 5-Eyes initiative sponsored by DCI3.  The NGA maintains accreditation for the integrity of its own aeronautical data. The accreditation (ED-76A for the UK and D200B for the US) proves the integrity of the processes used and underwrites the quality of the aeronautical data produced.
REQUIREMENTS

3.
The previous certification was undertaken 22-24 Sep 2015. In order to maintain/renew this certification an audit is required to be conducted by approved personnel who have the necessary  knowledge and experience in the safety and preparation of Aeronautical Information and able to use a systematic approach to examine the evidence in support of each of the applicable requirements from ED-76A.

4. 
Since the first certification major new regulation has been introduced as part of

the Single European Sky (SES) initiative. The principle regulation affecting the production and

distribution of aeronautical information is contained in European Commission Regulation (EU) 73/2010. This regulation is also supported by a number of specifications that are likely to be adopted as acceptable means of compliance and thus supersede ED-76A.

5

A review of the Unit activities is required to ensures not only to show a systematic approach to compliance but also the consistency in the data process as a whole across all of the relevant departments of the Unit. This review will also have to examine how the data is progressed around the Unit to ensure the “Aeronautical Data Chain” is maintained across all departments. This in turn will demonstrate that traceability is maintained as define in the appropriate documentation and to ensure that the plans and procedures associated with data quality assurance and aeronautical data processing, are followed in accordance with the appropriate quality management requirements.
Quality management

6.
The unit currently holds a British Standards Institute ISO 9001:2008 accreditation for the provision of Aeronautical Information in Paper and Electronic Media. A review of these processes is required to ensure they meet the current regulation as detailed in the ED-76A requirements, and the current versions of all plans, and procedures associated with data quality assurance, the processing of aeronautical data, and quality management requirements are available. 
7.
On completion of the task a full audit report will be required to show and deficiencies or non-conformities in the Unit’s processes, and this should also include any recommendation to address these occurrences.   
� ADQ IR - Aeronautical Data Quality Implementing Rule – introduced to ensure aeronautical data and information is of sufficient quality to support modern safety and efficiency standards and to enable future concepts of air navigation to be implemented under Single European Skies (SES) initiatives. SES initiative organises airspace into functional blocks according to traffic flows rather than national borders to accommodate increasing air traffic flows. It includes integration of civil and military air traffic management.


� P-AIC – Picasso Aeronautical Information Capability. Capability to be provided as part of PICASSO Programme.
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