The UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) invites interested organisations to attend a market engagement event to be held on the afternoon of 3 December 2018 in Beijing, China. Venue details and timings will be provided to registered participants.
The event will focus on the planned procurement of the Standards strands of the Rule of Law for Business and Infrastructure Programmes under the China Prosperity Fund Portfolio. The event is to elicit market views on aspects of procurement and to discuss challenges and opportunities.
Background
Prosperity Fund

The Prosperity Fund was announced in the 2015 Strategic Defence and Security Review, and represents a key component of the prosperity pillar of the UK Aid Strategy. It is a cross-government Fund that aims to reduce poverty through inclusive economic growth. Many developing countries, including middle income countries where around 70% of the world’s poor live, still face considerable challenges such as rapid urbanisation, climate change and high and persistent inequality, including gender inequality, which can lower long-term growth prospects. 

The Prosperity Fund supports the broad-based and inclusive growth needed for poverty reduction to make development sustainable in line with International Development Act 2002 (“IDA”), the Gender Equality Act 2014 (“GEA”) and the Sustainable Development Goals (“SDGs”). The UK has expertise in a range of sectors which countries will need as they develop, including education, healthcare, energy, finance and infrastructure. Helping partner countries develop these sectors and improve their business environment will give firms and people, greater opportunities to work in a stronger, more productive economy. 

The Prosperity Fund also seeks to improve trade links between partner countries and the rest of the world, including the UK. Higher growth in a partner country offers greater trade opportunities for international and UK business.
China Prosperity Fund Portfolio
Subject to Business Case approval, FCO proposes to implement Prosperity Fund programmes in China in seven thematic areas: Rule of Law for Business, Financial Service, Energy and Low Carbon, Infrastructure, Health, Future Cities and Skills. Each programme in the portfolio is designed to address market failures and weaknesses that impede China’s inclusive economic growth, unlocking increased prosperity for the UK, China and third countries. As well as providing development assistance which is likely to contribute to a reduction in poverty in China, these reforms are set to create opportunities for international business, including UK companies. The seven programmes will form an integral part of the UK’s Prosperity agenda in China and will build on existing partnerships between the UK and China.
All projects and programmes will comply with the International Development Act including the International Development (Gender Equality) Act 2014, meet the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC)’s criteria, are untied, and meet UK government transparency commitments on ODA spend.
Infrastructure and Rule of Law For Business Programmes, Standards Strand 
The Infrastrucutre Programme seeks to develop and support implementation of policies, regulatory frameworks and guidelines in China which incentivise private capital investment and international participation in the delivery of BRI infrastructure projects, as well as support the development of bankable BRI projects in priority regions.
The Rule of Law for Business Programme seeks to build a level playing field and reduce business risk through better substantive laws and regulations.
Under these two programmes of Prosperity Fund, FCO seeks to procure a Delivery Partner to design and implement a 3-year technical assistance programme to support greater adoption and application of international standards in China domestic and overseas infrastructure investments, including as part of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 
Objective
The purpose of the event is to:
· Provide an update for the Standards strands of the Rule of Law for Business and the Infrastructure Programmes 
· Seek input and feedback from the market, and respond to any queries and questions
· Provide opportunities for potential suppliers to network with one another with a view to forming consortia in later procurement
How to register
Places at the event are limited and will be restricted to two person per organisation to ensure a wide range of views are heard. The event can be in-person, via video/teleconference, or a combination of the two.
Please register your interest in attending this event sending an email to pfgeneralqueries@fco.gov.uk to with the following information:
· name of organisation
· full address details
· name and position of participant(s)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]email address(es)
· contact phone number(s).
If you have any questions please send to pfgeneralqueries@fco.gov.uk.
Registration must be completed by 12 noon Beijing Time on Thursday 29 November 2018 at the latest. 
Confirmation of places and venue details will be sent out to registered participants.




