COURSE PROFILE

	Course Title:

GMDSS and Radio Inspections Overview Course
	Originator: MCA
Provider: TBA

	Duration of the programme: (Hours)
2 days delivered over 3 days – Day 1 lunchtime start and Day 3 lunchtime finish
	Entry Requirements:

None

	Profile date:

August 2015
	Applicability: (Role, initial or continuation training, discipline)

Initial Training all dsciplines


	Course Aims: (Applicable technical competencies and level for each)
G16: Understand and apply SOLAS Ch IV Radio (Level 0-2)

To ensure Agency marine surveyors are adequately trained and competent to carry out Port State Control Inspections (PSC) and General Inspections (GI) related to Radio/GMDSS equipment on board ships.


	Course Objectives: By the end of this course delegates will be able to:
In accordance with Paris MoU GMDSS guidance (PSCC43/2010/21), surveyor is able to carry out effective initial inspections, identify clear grounds for and carry out the more detailed inspections;

PSCO is able to clearly identify and isolate areas where an appropriate competent authority’s services may be required for specialist technical expertise and test equipment.
Surveyors can apply similar approach to UK registered seagoing vessels.


Note: 

The course is to be delivered at one of the AMERC accredited nautical colleges using their GMDSS/Radio laboratory for practical, hands-on training on tangible hardware.
	Module
	Main content / Title
	Objectives / Learning Outcomes

Supportive Notes

	1
	Equipment familiarisation
	· By use of a suitable College’s Radio GMDSS training equipment, to provide familiarisation with the operation and known responses of all elements of GMDSS and related LSA equipment.

	2
	Methodology of GMDSS
	· Use the College’s Radio GMDSS eq to gain confidence in the use and methodology of all relevant communication systems, then to equate this to other manufacturers and up-dated equipment.

	3
	PSC Inspections
	Provide clear guidelines and variations for undertaking a PSC GMDSS

inspection, with sufficient material to which the PSCO can refer, should

difficulties and misunderstandings arise. This is to ensure that the vessels crew are able to operate the equipment correctly and to provide confirmation that the equipment is functioning by using onboard or external means (as appropriate for

· the equipment).

	4
	Equipment Checks
	· The course will provide a brief list of checks that can be carried out utilising specific equipment, as fitted on a vessel, which can be used by a PSCO to select a number of options on any given PSC Inspection. In depth information will also be provided to back up this brief list.

	5
	Corrective Action
	· To understand what action to take should the vessel’s staff be unable to perform the requested checks to a satisfactory conclusion. (Ref Paris MOU - PSCC43-2010-21/ GMDSS rev 2, Section 3.5 and 6).

	6
	Contacts
	· PSCOs to gain local knowledge with regards to Radio/Coast Guard stations that can be contacted from most UK locations (Local knowledge).

	7
	Assessment
	· To provide on completion of the course a brief assessment of each PSCOs understanding of the relevant aspects covered during the course.


Add modules as required
The Learning Objectives are to cover the following GMDSS and LSA equipment to satisfy SOLAS and Paris MOU requirements relevant to the GMDSS for PSCOs:
1) Certification – CSRC/PSRC, Form R (including variations), Licence, SBM,GOC/ROC, EPIRB/SBM, exemptions and LRIT. (Ref Paris MOU Section 5.1.2,3,4,6 and 6.3);

2) Documentation – Radio Log Books, ITU/ALRS manuals, Operation Instruction Manuals, Antenna plan, Battery Record and MMSI/Call Sign displayed (Ref Paris MOU Section 5.1.7);

3) Power Supplies – Mains Breaker, 24 V Breaker, Voltage Readings, Current Readings, Battery Condition, Specific Gravity, Battery Record and Emergency Light. (Ref Paris MOU Section 6.3);

4) VHF DSC – DSC Call, Local Stations, Voice Call and Position. (Ref Paris MOU Section 5.1.7 and 6.3);

5) MF/HF DSC/Telex – DSC Call, Voice Call, Telex Call and Position. (Ref Paris MOU Section 5.1.7, 5.1.8.2, 5.7 and 6.3);

6) EPIRB – Battery Expiry, HRU Expiry, Test Flash, Mounting and Lanyard. (Ref Paris MOU Section 5.1.6 and 6.3);

7) NAVTEX and EGC – Recent messages, Quality of Print and Spare Paper. (Ref Paris MOU Section 5.1.5 and 6.3);

8) SAT C/Fleet 77 – PVT Test, Quality of Print and Spare Paper. (Ref Paris MOU Section 5.1.8.1. and 6.3);

9) SART/AIS SART – Battery date, Rings 12 miles on X band radar, Flash if not possible to run radar and Name. (Ref Paris MOU Section 5.2 and 6.3);

10) Hand Held VHF – Back to Back Test call on Ch 6, Battery, Name and Call Sign;

11) Antennas – Visual Checks (Ref Paris MOU Section 5.3 and 6.3);

12) Airband Radio – For Passenger Vessels;

13) Emergency Response Rescue Vehicles (ERRV) – Additional Requirements;

14) MODU Requirements;

15) Fishing Vessels;

16) Conclusion and individual assessment.
