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Town Clerk & RFO
1-3 Willow Street
Ellesmere
Shropshire
SY12 0AL								             	                             Tel:  01691 622689
                                                                                                                                           		 Email: jo.butterworth@ellesmere-tc.gov.uk
INVITATION FOR QUOTATIONS FOR THE GROUNDS MAINTENANCE FOR BEECH GROVE, BERWYN VIEW, BIRCH ROAD RECREATION AREA, ST. MARY’S CHURCHYARD AND KINGFISHER PLAYGROUND TO BE USED AS THE BASIS FOR A FIXED PRICE CONTRACT TO OPERATE FOR 3 YEARS COMMENCING ON THE 13th May, 2024 – 31st March, 2027. 

QUOTATIONS TO BE RECEIVED BY 17:00 on 16th April 2024  

 Ellesmere Town Council are responsible for the provision of management of their recreation/play areas and closed churchyard, St. Marys Church. 
GENERAL TERMS OF CONTRACT. 
1.  That they have available suitable, well-maintained equipment to carry out the work. 
2. That all persons to be engaged in the work have been properly trained in the use of equipment, weed killers and other materials, and that they have been made fully aware of the nature of the equipment and materials and possible dangers to themselves and others arising from their transport and storage. 
3. That they have adequate insurance cover against Third Party claims which may arise from negligence whilst performing the work. Copy of insurance schedule to be provided with the quotation. 
4. That they have adequate Employers Liability Insurance cover in respect of the employees engaged in the work. Copy to be included with the quotation. 
5. That they are in a position to comply with all the statutory requirements with regard to the performance of the contract. 
6. To have the highest regard to Health & Safety. 
7. Employees to be neatly dressed with a minimum of clothing of t shirt/shirt/trousers/jeans. Any clothing
worn must show a slogan, picture or advertising material printed on them with the Contractors logos. 
8. Employees must be well behaved at all times and shall not swear or use profane language at any time. 
9. To provide skilled, qualified, trained, motivated and responsive workforce to undertake un-programmed works and provide an emergency response if required. 
To inform the Town Clerk immediately they become aware of any deficiency with regard to 1-9 as above and respond promptly to any questions or requests for evidence from the Town Clerk on matters relating to the contract. 
Required to submit a regular contract monitoring form to the Town Council in a suitable format. 
 AREAS INCLUDED IN THE CONTRACT (Maps attached) 
BEECH GROVE, BERWYN VIEW RECREATION AREA, BIRCH ROAD RECREATION AREA (Excluding the Pond), St MARY’S CHURCHYARD and KINGFISHER PLAYGROUND, Off Grange Road – Inside the fenced area
Beech Grove – Football Grounds  
To provide a high quality, safe, uniform playing facility maintained to a high standard.   
To promote and encourage increased usage of the facility. 
Not to include the enclosed football pitch.    
St Mary’s Churchyard  
To manage the closed Churchyard in a sympathetic and considerate manner having due regard for the sensitive nature of this service. 
	a.  Grass to be cut and kept to 200 mm.   
 	b. The triangle which includes the war memorial.   
	c.  Paths to be kept in good condition and weed free and to be treated in the winter for moss growth.  
	d.  To ensure the paths are weed free and in good condition for Remembrance Sunday and to mow and 	strim the area around the War Memorial is tidy.   
	 e.  Grass cuttings to be removed from site.    
	 f.   St.  Mary’s Church won a bronze award for their Churchyard in 2011 and enter this Competition each 	year to try and achieve a higher award so it is important that work commences from the 1st April, 2016 to 	help give them a good head start.   
	Roadside Embankment   
	g.  This area is to be strimmed and to include watchmen either side of the embankment when work is carried 	out. 
	b.  Litter is picked up first before strimming takes place. c. Grass cuttings to be removed from site.   
	 h.  The triangle which is left for conservation at the back of the Churchyard is maintained by the 	conservation group- Shropshire Wildlife Trust.  However, one cut per year is required after September and 
	consultation with the Clerk.
	i.   Wildflower area rear of the Red Lion Public House. 

Birch Road Recreation Area: 
	a. To exclude the pond area this is leased to Shropshire Wildlife Trust. 
EXTRA CONTRACTUAL WORK 
The Contractor must be prepared to undertake extra work ie. Planting of bulbs/seeding and laying turf subject to the amount of payment, therefore, being mutually agreed. 
TERMINATION 
Termination of the contract can be made by either party by giving notice 6 months’ notice where the provisions of the contract are not being completed in the opinion of the Town Council. 
 
 
 
 
 






 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 SPECIFICATION: 
1. General Amenity Grass   
All formal grass areas to be kept to a tidy and consistent appearance, including maintaining all perimeters.  To provide a good quality sward, which is fit for the particular purpose intended.  To ensure each site is left tidy and free from litter. 
The grass cutting season is taken to be from early March until late October.  The authorised Contractor will inform the Clerk of the exact dates at the start of the season each year and the number of cuts. 
Mowing with a suitable mower and strimming as necessary.   
Length of Grass and Perimeter edges; 30-80 mm – All Year 
 Obstacles (e.g. tree bases); 30-80 mm (cut or spayed) – All Year  
Grass cuttings to be removed from site   
To provide neat and tidy finish to edges using appropriate horticultural techniques.  
2. Bulbs in Grass   
Every effort must be made to avoid mowing off bulbs in grass.  These plants should be left until 6 weeks after flowering has finished and then the areas cut down.    
3. Tree bases and obstacles    
These are to be cleanly cut back and adjoining edges of grass, etc, to be kept clean by regular cutting at the same time as grass cutting.    
4.  Kerb and Lawn Sections   
Grass to be cut on kerb and lawn sections.    
An allowance needs to be made for working around obstacles.   
Where chippings are present on kerb sides these should be protected before cutting or strimming to prevent grass cuttings ‘contaminating’ the chippings.  
Removal of excess grass cuttings required.  Area should be left clean and tidy.    
5. Shrubs   
Shrubs to be kept pruned tidily and clear of weeds.  Timing of pruning as appropriate according to type of shrub.    
6. Hard Surface areas   
Hard surface areas to be kept clear of weeds and soil contamination.  Dead weeds and grass cutting overspill to be removed.      
To be checked on each visit and weed control applied as necessary – Contact spraying up to 3 times per year  
Dead weeds and grass cutting to be removed from site    
7. Litter   
All litter to be cleared from the site at each visit.    
8. Leaf Clearance   
Fallen leaves and branches from trees to be tidied from site to prevent damage to any underlying features and to provide safe areas to walk. 
Leaf fall from around the site to be collected and removed from site – October to December.   
9. Pesticides. 
To encourage efficiency savings whilst having due regard to the environment and the impact the use of chemicals have. 
That chemicals are selected from a current UK Pesticide Guide and be approved under the control of pesticides regulations. 
All materials, methods of working, storage facilities and mixes shall be in accordance with the following: 
 Food and Environmental Protect Act 1985 
Control of Pesticides Regulations 1986 (as amended 1997) 
Control of Substances Hazardous to Health 2002 
 
The Contractor will provide the Clerk with a COSHH Assessment for any products used to ensure correct application rates and that no leakages, spillages or accidents occur throughout the period. 
The Contractor shall inform the public prior to carrying out any pesticide application giving 2 working days’ notice and provide appropriate signage. 
 
10. All Areas: 
To dispose any Ragwort and Japanese knotweed and remove as per correct procedures and guidelines. 
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