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1. HOW WILL THE COMPETITION WORK? 
Government is making available up to £6m of funding for the development of new business models that allow for the aggregation and scaling up of delivery of small-scale energy efficiency building projects in the commercial industrial sectors. The competition will launch on 13 March 2019 and applications should be submitted by 8 May 2019.  The competition will be in two phases with up to £100k per project available in Phase 1; and up to £1m per project available in Phase 2. 

2. HOW DO I APPLY? 
The Invitation to Tender (ITT) and Competition Guidance Notes were published as part of the launch. If you are interested in the BASEE competition you should register your interest by emailing BASEE@ricardo.com to ensure you are kept up to date as the scheme progresses.  Ricardo Energy & Environment (in partnership with Mott Macdonald) have been contracted as the delivery partner to manage the BASEE Competition on behalf of BEIS.
3. WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR FUNDING? 
This competition is open to all organisations that can demonstrate a route to market. This includes SMEs and large enterprises, academic, research, public and third sector organisations. 
4. WHAT TYPES OF PROJECTS ARE WE LOOKING TO FUND? COULD YOU PROVIDE SOME MORE EXAMPLES OF WHAT COULD BE A BUSINESS MODEL?
We are not prescriptive about the types of business models or other tools/process that might come forward, the key is that ANY proposal addresses the competition and objectives and is within scope. However, some examples could include:
· Business models that look to simplify and standardise elements of the investment or facilitate the aggregation of small-scale projects to attract investment; or
· A new technical tool/solution, such as a platform which provides a standardised method of assessing and displaying potential savings from a portfolio of buildings, or to match potential businesses who want to install energy efficiency with technology providers; or
· Other innovative solutions to facilitate investment in energy efficiency for SMEs.
5. ARE WE FOCUSING ON SPECIFIC SECTORS OR REGIONS? 
No. The competition is UK wide and we are aiming to fund projects that can demonstrate market potential within any commercial sectors, with a strong possibility of replicability. 
6. WHAT TYPES OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY MEASURES ARE IN SCOPE? 
We will only fund projects that facilitate the investment of physical changes to the energy efficiency of the building and/or building equipment. We are open to projects which propose selling energy efficiency measures alongside other measures such as demand side response, renewable energy and metering technologies, or wider renovation/refurbishment works. However, the proposals must clearly demonstrate how it is facilitating energy efficiency improvements. 
7. WHAT DO YOU MEAN ABOUT TECHNOLOGIES BEING INELIGIBLE FOR FUNDING? 
The scope of the competition does not include funding for the installation or development of energy efficiency technologies (see ineligible costs in the Competition Guidance).
8. IS MATCH-FUNDING REQUIRED? 
No. This is a Small Business Research Initiative (SBRI) pre-commercial procurement competition, and so match-funding is not required 
9. WHAT PROPORTION OF FUNDING DOES AN APPLICANT NEED TO CONTRIBUTE?
As noted in the above question, the applicant does not need to contribute any funding. Unlike grant schemes, there is no match funding required for the BASEE competition and there is no expectation that any additional funding will be provided.
10. COULD YOU FUND MORE THAN TEN PROJECTS AT PHASE 1?
We have a maximum pot of £1m for phase 1 with some flexibility about how many projects we award funding to depending on the bid values and quality of project that come through.
11. CAN APPLICANTS ASK FOR LESS THAN THE STATED £100 K MAXIMUM PER BID
Yes. £100k is the maximum that will be funded for each project so applications for less than the maximum will be eligible.
12. DOES THIS COMPETITION OVERLAP WITH OTHER BEIS AREAS SUCH AS RENEWABLE ENERGY?
As set out in the guidance this competition is about encouraging SMEs to take up energy efficiency services. However, BEIS recognises that in order to be commercially viable, solutions such as business models may also need to include aspects that are outside of the scope of the competition, such as offering renewable energy products alongside energy efficiency measures.  Potential applicants must note that if this is the case their application should clearly demonstrate how the funding will be used to develop the aspects of the business case that deliver the competition objectives.
13. HOW MANY STAKEHOLDER SMES DO WE WANT TO ENGAGE WITH - WHAT IS THE MINIMUM NEEDED FOR A PILOT?
We would expect a minimum of 5 SMEs customers to take part in a pilot.
14. ARE BEIS DELIVERY PARTNERS ELIGIBLE TO TAKE PART?
Mott MacDonald and Ricardo (the competition delivery partners) are excluded from applying to this competition.
15. CAN AN APPLICANT BE PART OF MORE THAN ONE CONSORTIUM?
Yes you can be part of more than one consortium, but you cannot be the consortium lead on more than one bid in the interests of obtaining projects as diverse as possible.
16. WILL A PROJECT SCORE MORE HIGHLY IF IT TICKS ALL THREE CATEGORIES OF A) BUSINESS MODEL B) IT SOLUTION OR C) OTHER?
No. We ask all applicants to identify which category their project falls into so that when awarding funding we can pick projects from a range of categories and so bring forward a diverse solutions.  If you identify all three categories in your application BEIS will assign it a primary category.
17. IS THE ASSESSMENT OF COSTS BASED ON THE COST OF THE ENTIRE PROJECT OR JUST THE AMOUNT OF FUNDING BEING REQUESTED BY BEIS?
The assessment of costs will be based on the amount of funding being requested from BEIS.
18. THERE HAS BEEN RESEARCH COMPLETED BY RICARDO ALREADY, WILL THAT BE MADE AVAILABLE?
The slides from the Information Day have been published on the BASEE competition website, including the Ricardo slides which used data from BEIS' Business Energy Efficiency Survey (BEES). The BEES data is available here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-energy-efficiency-survey-bees.
Other information can also be found on the gov.uk website, for example research on the non-domestic energy efficiency market can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/non-domestic-energy-efficiency-services-market.
19. DO WE HAVE TO APPLY FOR PHASE 1 AND PHASE 2 AT THE SAME TIME?
There is one application window for this competition, which closes on 8 May. As part of the application process, the application form asks for an understanding of what applicants are intending to do for Phase 2 and that will be evaluated as to how well the project meets the overall objectives of the competition. Only successful phase 1 applicants can then be considered for phase 2. Selection of phase 2 projects will be based on the outputs from phase 1 (see pg. 23 of the guidance for further information), plus supplementary information on detailed project plans and costings.
20. FOR THE APPLICATION PROCESS ARE WE USING THE STANDARD BEIS APPLICATION?
There is a specific application form designed for this competition, and available to download from the competition website.
21. IF THERE IS A PLATFORM THAT ALREADY DELIVERS THE OUTCOMES YOU ARE LOOKING FOR IS THIS OUT OF SCOPE?
BEIS is not looking to fund any retrospective activities. All projects applying to the competition must be new activities.
22. IN THE APPLICATION FORM THE WORD LIMITS SEEM UNUSUALLY HIGH, GIVEN THE STRICT LIMITS ON OTHER GOVERNMENT APPLICATIONS. CAN YOU CONFIRM THAT THIS IS REFERRING TO WORD COUNT?
The indicated word limits are per section rather than per question.
23. IS THIS COMPETITION UNFAIR FOR ORGANISATIONS THAT HAVE DEVELOPED INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS BUT FUNDED PRIVATELY?
BEIS recognises that there will be early market activities that have already taken place, and there is no way to avoid that. BEIS are not looking to fund any retrospective activities. All projects applying to the competition must be new activities.
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