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June 2020

Southend-on-Sea Borough Council (the Council) is seeking to engage with the market to gain an understanding of the capacity and appetite to bid on the Sexual Health Service within Southend-on-Sea.

The Council is currently in the process of undertaking a public consultation to help shape the specification, and will carry out a Market Engagement event with potential Bidders prior to going out to tender to get an understanding of the market, including potential suppliers, market appetite, and the range of offerings. The date of this event will be dependent on the market availability gathered from this process. 

The Sexual Health Service will provide open access, cost-effective, high quality, confidential provision for contraception, pregnancy and contraceptive health services; prevention, testing, diagnosis, treatment, support and management of sexually transmitted infections services according to evidence-based protocols and to the needs of local populations.
The commissioning role for the full range of sexual health services is divided between the Local Authority, the CCG and NHS England. Sexual health services commissioned by the CCG and NHS England are not included in the scope of this Integrated Sexual Health Service unless this is defined in the Specification. For example, HIV Care and Treatment is currently commissioned by NHS England and is outside of the scope of this Integrated Sexual Health service. The Provider will be expected to have appropriate care pathways and partnerships in place with all relevant CCG and NHS England commissioned sexual health services.
Responsibilities for commissioning sexual health, reproductive health and HIV: 
The commissioning responsibilities of Local Authorities, Clinical Commissioning Groups and NHS England are set out in the Health and Social Care Act 2012. Since April 2013, commissioning for sexual health, reproductive and HIV has been organised as shown in the table below. The Provider will be responsible for delivering all aspects of these sexual health services that are Local Authority-commissioned services (i.e. the first column below).

	Local Authorities 
	Clinical Commissioning Groups 
	NHS England 

	Comprehensive sexual health services including: 

• Contraception (including implants and intra-uterine contraception) and advice on preventing unintended pregnancy, in specialist services and those commissioned from primary care (GP and community pharmacy) under local public health contracts. 

• Sexually transmitted infection testing and treatment in specialist services and those commissioned from primary care under local public health contracts, chlamydia screening as part of the National Chlamydia Screening Programme, HIV testing including population screening in primary care and general medical settings, partner notification for STIs and HIV. 

• Any sexual health specialist services including young people’s sexual health services, outreach, HIV prevention and sexual health promotion, service publicity, services in schools, colleges and pharmacies. 
	
• Abortion services, including STI and HIV testing and contraception provided as part of the abortion pathway. 

• Female sterilisation 

• Vasectomy (Male sterilisation) 

• Non-sexual health elements of psycho-sexual health services 

• Contraception primarily for gynaecological (non-contraceptive) purposes 

• HIV testing when clinically indicated in CCG commissioned services (including A&E and other hospital departments) 
	
• Contraceptive services provided as an “additional service” under GP contract 

• HIV treatment and care services for adults and children, and cost of all antiretroviral treatment 

• Testing and treatment for STIs (including HIV testing) in general practice when clinically indicated or requested by individual patients, where provided as part of “essential services” under GP contract 

• All sexual health elements of healthcare in secure and detained settings 

• Sexual assault referral centres 

• Cervical screening in a range of settings 

• HPV immunisation programme 

• Specialist foetal medicine services, including late surgical termination of pregnancy for foetal anomaly between 13 and 24 gestational weeks 

• NHS Infectious Diseases in Pregnancy Screening Programme including antenatal screening for HIV, syphilis and hepatitis B 






It is likely that the contract will include the following elements: 
· Sexual health and reproductive health services including the national chlamydia screening programme (Level 1 and 2)
· Genito-Urinary-Medicine (GUM Level 3) 
· Sexual health promotion and community HIV prevention 
· Out of Area cross charging
· Contraceptive provision
· PGD sign off for EHC in community pharmacy
· Online STI testing 
· Condom distribution scheme or equivalent 
· Innovative ways to deliver  digital services for STIs and contraception
· Laboratory services

The service must commence on 1st April 2021. 

We anticipate the contract will run for 3 years plus a possible extension of 3 years (to be taken in 12 month increments) with a maximum budget of approximately £1.3million per annum.

This is not a call for competition. As such any future procurement process will be compliant with the Public Contract Regulations (2015 (updated 2016)). This includes but is not limited to advertising and fair treatment of economic operators regardless of their involvement in this Market Engagement. 

The Council is interested to understand the capacity of the market to be able to bid on this opportunity should it be advertised in August-September 2020.  The Council is looking to award the contract end of October 2020. 

The issuing of this document and the carrying out of this Market Engagement does not commit the Council to commencing any related procurement process or to a single means of procurement. In case of an unsatisfactory level of competition in the market able to fulfil the Council’s requirements, the Council reserves the right to take appropriate action necessary in line with the PCR 15 to ensure continuity of service provision. 
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Please view and complete a short questionnaire (Appendix 1) to confirm if you are able to fulfil the requirements of the Council and this opportunity (if procured in the future) would be of interest to your organisation.


	
The written confirmation of your company’s interest in taking part in this process and its response to the Market Engagement Question should be returned to the Council via an email to Kasey Burke, Procurement Advisor kaseyburke@southend.gov.uk. 

Your company’s response to confirm interest (if this opportunity is procured in the future) must be received by the Council before: 

14:00 Monday 29th June 2020.
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The response provided in relation to this Question is to be used solely for the purpose of market engagement consultation.  

	Your Organisation:
	Name of Organisation 
Address 
Contact Details




	Please advise if you are able to fulfil stated Council’s requirements? 

	

	Please advise if you are able to fulfil stated Council’s requirements within agreed timeline? 
Including bidding on the opportunity in August-September and if successful mobilision by the 1st April 2021.


	

	Please advise if you are able to fulfil stated Council’s requirements within estimated budget?  

	

	
Do you foresee any issues with stated requirements/ budget/ timeline? 
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