PIN for Children’s Respite

Sheffield Clinical Commissioning Group is looking to scope possible services across South Yorkshire for the provision of respite for children with complex neurological conditions residing in Sheffield.  Sheffield CCG is reviewing the current respite offer for children to include more equality of provision and to allow for more choice for families particularly where there is an unmet need. 

The children who currently access respite provision in the city have complex and life limiting health needs including difficulties in breathing and airway management and a high proportion require PEG feeding and are fully dependent for mobility. 

The future provision of service(s) offered to families in Sheffield is anticipated to include planned overnight, evening, or daytime respite in the child’s home or commissioned bed-based facility.   The service should be offered to Sheffield children and young people from ages 0-18 years with complex health needs that meet agreed assessment thresholds.  The service will continue to be available to 18 and 19 year olds that are in special school education.
The offer to families would include a home-based service - available 7 days per week, for 52 weeks per year.  The service will be provided in the family home.

The offer to families would also include a bed-based service – available 7 days per week, for 50 weeks per year (to facilitate deep clean of the facility).
It would also be expected that service/services would be able to respond to sudden, unplanned situations where the family/carers are unable to provide care for the child/young person who would otherwise result in a hospital admission.  Such situations would include:

· Family illness or bereavement

· Housing crisis including failure of utilities

Where possible, the allocation of respite will facilitate a level of flexibility and choice for the family as to what the service is and when they access it, for example regular week night stays of a block of nights once a month.

The following equipment would need to be available:
· Hoist systems – tracked and mobile

· Electronic bathing/changing bench

· Electric beds/cot

· Baby Monitors in each room

· Distraction/visual toys/sensory
Families would be expected to bring their own equipment to the bed-based facility such as ventilators and suctions machines as well as their medication.

The skills that would be required by staff within the service would include:
· Role of the care worker

· Suctioning and use of suction machine

· Catheterisation

· TPN/IVS feeding trained

· Mouth and oral care

· Basic life support

· Respiratory functioning – positioning and monitoring

· Ventilator training

· Tracheostomy care and emergency procedures

· Skin integrity and cares

· PEG feeding and storm site and feed pump training

· Medicine management

· Child Protection

· Mental capacity and DoLS training

· First aid awareness

· Moving and handling positioning

· Health and safety

· Diversity and equality training

· Chest physio

· Communication

· Personal cares

· Relevant equipment t training

The services would be expected to undertake training as required to develop the skills to meet the needs of the service users.
The purpose of this PIN is for NHS Sheffield CCG to engage with providers who would be able to provide either both home and/or bed-based respite provision for children with complex neurological conditions.  NHS Sheffield CCG would like potential providers to submit a written overview of the services they can provide which meet the minimum objectives outlined above.
