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Statement of Requirement

1. Introduction
The UK’s independent nuclear deterrent has existed for over 60 years to deter the most extreme threats to our national security and way of life, and that of our NATO Allies. The UK faces a growing and diversifying set of threats over the coming decades, including from major nuclear armed states, emerging nuclear states and state-sponsored nuclear terrorism. The complexity and breadth of these challenges requires the UK to consider how to adapt its approach to deterrence across the spectrum of conflict, including nuclear and strategic deterrence. This, in turn, requires an intellectual capability that can assist UK policymakers in understanding the new security dynamic and its implications for future deterrence requirements.  

The MoD is committed to not only developing this expertise within Government, but through a thriving and robust civil society which can provide valuable research and challenge to Government on these issues. The Nuclear Deterrence Fund is a £3.3m pilot programme which will run between FY24-27 to stimulate wider UK expertise in nuclear deterrence issues and to generate a research base to support nuclear deterrence policymaking. The Fund seeks to support the following objectives: 

i. Promote innovative, high quality and impactful research in nuclear deterrence aligned with HMG priorities. 
ii. Improve and sustain the generation and use of evidence to address UK nuclear deterrence policy challenges and effectively embed research within deterrence policymaking. 
iii. Support institutions to attract, develop, and retain early- and mid-career researchers within the UK. 
iv. Support the formation of a more equal, diverse and inclusive nuclear deterrence research workforce. 
v. Establish enduring and sustainable structures of engagement and knowledge exchange between nuclear deterrence researchers and policymakers.  

Our overarching areas of interest are outlined at Annex A, but we will consider additional topics outside this scope. 

2. Call for Proposals
We will soon welcome applications from experienced researchers with a proven track record of rigorous, policy-relevant analysis and promising early- and mid-career researchers seeking to deepen their expertise and experience. We currently offer two pathways for submissions: the Knowledge Accelerator and the Advanced pathways, details of each are given below. 

2.1 The Knowledge Accelerator Pathway
The Knowledge Accelerator Pathway is designed for either short-term projects (of less than one year) and/or early- and mid-career researchers (defined as doctoral, post-doctoral, and/or 5-10 years' experience) seeking to deepen their expertise or gain experience as a principal investigator. 

We accept bids from consortiums or single institutions/organisations. 

No funding limit is specified per proposal, although we typically expect to fund proposals between approximately £1k and £50k. 

2.2 Advanced Pathway 
The Advanced Pathway is designed for single- or multi-year research proposals that run until the end of FY26-27. 

We accept bids from consortiums or single institutions/organisations. 

No funding limit is specified per proposal, however we would typically expect to fund bids between approximately £50k and £125k per institution per financial year. Funding limits for consortiums will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

3. Operational arrangements
3.1 Bidding Timelines
The Fund will open for proposals between October 2024 and January 2027. A Programme Board comprised of x-HMG officials will review project proposals monthly in FY24/25. The frequency of future Board meetings will be published in due course. Funding decisions will be communicated within four weeks of each Board meeting. 

In order to submit proposals to the Nuclear Deterrence Fund, suppliers must register for an account on the Defence Sourcing Portal (DSP). Once the necessary due diligence checks have been completed, suppliers will be onboarded onto a Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS) which will provide the overarching contractual terms. Suppliers will have the opportunity to onboard onto the DPS at any time between September 2024 and January 2027. Once on the DPS, suppliers can submit research project proposals for consideration. The detail of any funding agreements for successful bids will be covered by a supplementary project tasking form.

We strongly encourage interested suppliers to register on the DSP as soon as possible to mitigate any delays to your application. Please register here.

3.2 Requirements 
All proposals will require: 
i. Successful onboarding onto the contractual framework via the Defence Sourcing Portal (DSP). This includes successful completion of a due diligence assessment.  
ii. A fully completed project form which can be found at Annex C.
iii. A full activity-based budget which can be found at Annex D.

3.3 Assessment Criteria
Project proposals will be considered in line with the criteria listed in Annex B. We reserve the right to amend this criteria.  

4. Additional information
Further details will be provided in due course. In the meantime, please do contact DNO-NuclearDeterrenceFund@mod.gov.uk should you wish to discuss your project with Fund administrators. Any commercial/contractual questions should be submitted to Bethany.edwards133@mod.gov.uk .







ANNEX A: RESEARCH OBJECTIVES AND AREAS OF INTEREST
RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

We are committed to ensuring that our nuclear deterrent is correctly aligned and configured to deter the most serious threats to the UK now and in the future. We seek research which supports the UK in understanding the long-term context of its nuclear deterrent, including: 
1. The origins and nature of strategic competition in the evolving security context, with emphasis on its implications for nuclear deterrence.
1. The changing dynamics of potential 21st century great power conflict and its implications for the theory and practice of UK nuclear deterrence.
1. The implications of the evolving security context for the theory and practice of UK nuclear deterrence and assurance.
1. The requirements of effective UK and Allied deterrence and escalation management against potential adversaries.

AREAS OF INTEREST
Potential areas of interest include, but are not limited to:
1. Understanding our competitors 
0. Understanding Russian and Chinese grand strategies and the role of nuclear weapons in those strategies. 
0. Understanding how Russian and Chinese strategic cultures influence their nuclear policies and postures. 
0. Understanding Russian and Chinese approaches to 21st century conflict and the implications for their nuclear strategies and forces in the coming decades.
0. Understanding the implications of potential collaboration between two or more  nuclear-armed competitors for UK and Allied deterrence and defence in the Euro-Atlantic and Indo-Pacific.
0. Understanding the implications of emerged and emerging nuclear powers for UK and Allied deterrence and defence in the Euro-Atlantic and Indo-Pacific. 

1. Understanding our Allies and Partners
1. Understanding the ambitions and security strategies of our Allies and Partners.
1. Understanding Allied and Partner perspectives of our competitors. 
1. Understanding and defining future Allied deterrence and assurance requirements.
1. Identifying opportunities to adapt and strengthen regional deterrence architectures and exploring the UK’s potential role in those architectures. 
1. Identifying non-traditional partners to support UK and Allied interests globally. 

1. Understanding the deterrence and escalation management toolbox
2. Understanding Allied and adversary approaches to multi-domain competition and its implications for deterrence, assurance, and strategic stability. 
2. Understanding Allied and adversary capabilities (military and non-military) and their potential role in future competition and conflict.
2. Understanding the opportunities of emerging and disruptive technologies for deterrence, assurance, and strategic stability. 
2. Identifying the challenges and opportunities to improving integration unilaterally and with Allies. 
2. Identifying ways in which the UK and its Allies and Partners can further develop their knowledge of deterrence and escalation management through applied learning. 

1. Updating and refining our conceptual thinking
0. Identifying the key components of an integrated approach to deterrence. 
0. Understanding competing approaches to the theory and practice of deterrence. 
0. Identifying new approaches, models and tools to better understand our competitors and the evolving strategic environment. 
0. Understanding the psychology of nuclear decision-making. 
0. Developing approaches to escalation management to meet 21st century realities. 























ANNEX B: GUIDANCE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

Proposals will be assessed in line with the following criteria. We reserve the right to amend this criteria:
i. Strategic alignment. Alignment with the Programme’s stated outcomes and broader MoD and UK government strategic objectives.  
ii. Intellectual contribution. Contribution to the advancement or generation of new knowledge, ideas, tools, and/or methodologies.   The integration of interdisciplinary perspectives and approaches are strongly encouraged. 
iii. Capacity-building. Evidence of how the project will support the development of a community of practice within the United Kingdom. Collaborations at the international level will also be considered. We strongly encourage applications from experienced researchers to include a learning and development offer for at least one early- or mid-career expert; these applications should provide an L&D plan in their project proposal.  
iv. Knowledge exchange. Evidence of how implementers will share the knowledge and insights generated from the project with wider stakeholders. 
v. Suitability. The implementer’s track record, networks, and expertise and evidence of how they will leverage these to support project objectives. Applications from early- and mid-career researchers are strongly encouraged; these applicants will be expected to demonstrate their capacity for research independence and ability to deliver high quality, policy-relevant research and analysis.
vi. Diversity. Evidence of how the project will leverage diverse perspectives, activities, and skills into project design and implementation. 
vii. Value for money. Fully justified and appropriate resources aligned with activities that demonstrate value for money and maximise project outcomes.  
viii. Feasibility. Realistic project outcomes achievable within the specified timeframe and with measurable impact, sustainability and scalability.  
ix. Monitoring and evaluation: Clear baselines and opportunities for beneficiary input, and transparent and robust processes in place 
x. Risk assessment: Comprehensive identification of risks to delivery and mitigation plan.  













ANNEX C: PROJECT PROPOSAL FORM
Please find this as a separate attachment. Please note that the Authority reserves the right to amend this document.




























ANNEX D: PROJECT BUDGET FORM
Please find this as a separate attachment. Please note that the Authority reserves the right to amend this document. 
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