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Department for Education Specification: SEND Experts to Create Training Modules for Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE)
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Background
Statutory status 
1. From September 2020, Relationships Education will be compulsory for all primary school age pupils, Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) will be compulsory for all secondary school age pupils, and Health Education will be compulsory for all pupils in state funded schools.[footnoteRef:2] The statutory guidance setting out the content schools should cover in teaching these subjects was published on 25 June 2019. The purpose of these subjects is to provide children and young people with the knowledge they need to lead safe, healthy and happy lives [2:  As provided for in the Children and Social Work Act (2017)] 

Consultation and user research findings 
2. In the development of the regulations and statutory guidance for these subjects, the Department for Education (DfE) conducted a public consultation that received over 11,000 responses. These responses, including from expert organisations and teachers, demonstrated that teachers want to receive training to support the delivery of the new subjects.

3. Further research and stakeholder engagement have also indicated a need for schools to be supported to build capability and confidence, to introduce the new subjects safely and improve the quality of teaching practice.  The research showed that many teachers who will be asked to teach these subjects by their schools are non-specialist in the subjects and can lack confidence in teaching some of the content. It also showed that teachers usually rely on their subject leads to provide guidance and expertise.  

Commitment on school support 
4. The DfE is aware that many schools already deliver some or all of the Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE) content, often through Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE). The DfE wants to support schools to continue to develop their teaching and to raise standards across the sector for all primary and secondary school age children in England. 

5. Teachers in England preparing to deliver the new subjects currently encounter many challenges which the DfE can support by offering training. The DfE has been working with lead subject teachers, non-specialist teachers and senior leadership teams in schools to determine how the online training modules and approach to training can be developed to suit teachers’ needs.

6. The DfE has tested with teachers an approach to developing online training that will equip subject leaders with the knowledge to train their fellow teachers in an effective way and ensure teachers have the skills and knowledge to teach about Relationships, Sex and Health Education. As part of this commitment, the DfE will be providing teachers with a single point of access to online training modules that are aligned to the subject areas specified in the statutory guidance. These training modules will be available alongside other support materials for schools such as the implementation guide, case studies and support to access resources.
Training modules to be developed 
7. The DfE will be working Subject and Pedagogy Experts to develop the training modules foreach subject area specified in the RSHE statutory guidance.

SEND Expertise 
8. The SEND Expert (Contractor) shall have experience of teaching in either primary or secondary special schools, or both, and be familiar with relevant content in the SEND Code of Practice. The SEND Expert (contractor) must have a basic understanding of a range of SEND and must understand how to support teachers to differentiate teaching for pupils with SEND. The SEND Expert (Contractor) must also have a good understanding of the new Relationships, Sex and Health Education curriculum. The SEND Expert (contractor) will work with DfE to develop appropriate training modules to support teachers in special schools to deliver these subjects. 

9. The SEND Expert (Contractor) shall work with a team of digital content developers and user researchers commissioned by the DfE to create training modules. These training modules will be aimed at equipping teachers to effectively teach the RSHE curriculum to pupils with SEND in special schools. This includes enabling teachers to teach about the key knowledge and facts about the subjects. 

Ways of working
10. The SEND Expert (Contractor) shall work as reasonably required with the digital team. The working pattern for developing the training modules may include the SEND Expert attending co-creation workshops at the DfE offices in Sanctuary Buildings, London, Westminster SW1P 3BT. This will be followed with a week of fact checking and finalising the content of the training module, which will be conducted online.

How to apply
Responding to this Competition 

11. [bookmark: _GoBack]Bidders are invited to submit a written tender to the following email address: RSHE.TENDERS@education.gov.uk. The deadline for the submission of Tenders is 3pm on 23rd March 2020. Any submissions made after the deadline will not be evaluated. 

12. The assessing panel will not have access to any of the bidders’ submissions until after the closing date and time has passed, nor can the panel  see anything that has been partially or fully submitted until this time.  Variant Tenders will not be accepted.



Format of Tender 
13. Bidders should prepare a written proposal using the attached SEND Expert template which should be sent to RSHE.TENDERS@education.gov.uk. The written proposal should be based on the specification in the advert published on 25/02/2020.

14. Evaluators will not take into account previous knowledge of a bidder’s experience and expertise unless it is included in the tender responses. Therefore, bidders should be explicit about previous experiences and expertise, and provide clear evidence with examples of relevant skills and experience. Bidders must not submit any additional information with their proposal other than that specifically requested in this document.  
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