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Invitation to Tender Specification

Knowledge Qualification Development for the Engineering Construction Industry
 (Ref: PR02-17)








The Engineering Construction Industry Training Board (ECITB) is pleased to invite you to tender for the above. Full details are included in these documents, which describes the services which are required, the basis of tendering and the processes to be followed in the submission of tender offers.

1. Definitions

In this specification the following terms shall have the following meanings:

‘Engineering Construction Disciplines’ means all traditional ECITB craft and technical trades which are:
· Plater
· Pipefitter
· Welder
· Rigger
· Steel Erector
· Mechanical Fitter
· Mechanical Maintainer
· Electrical Installer
· Electrical Maintainer
· Instrumentation and Controls Maintainer

‘RQF’ means Regulated Qualification Framework which is the current method of regulating qualifications in England, a range of regulatory documents can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/awarding-organisations-understanding-our-regulatory-requirements

‘Qualification Unit’ means a document that details the objectives of qualification. The qualification unit is a standard ECITB format and contains:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Learning outcomes to be met
· Assessment Criteria to clarify the learning outcomes
· Learning time to complete the training (GL and TQT)

The document is laid out in a standard ECITB format that will be provided upon contract award.

‘Knowledge Subjects’ means a range of academic subjects that are required to give learners the theoretical technical knowledge suitable to their chosen discipline. An example of the type of subjects that may be included are shown at Annexe A

‘Grade 5’ Refers to the NAECI agreement which defines this as:
Advanced Craft (Grade 5)
Employees will be designated as Advanced Craft grade if they have undergone a form of training and have achieved a level of competence recognised by the NJC and have been awarded the appropriate vocational qualification i.e. VQ Level 3, or SCQF Diploma level 6 or 7

‘Working Group’ means a group of employers and training providers who have committed to reviewing the content of the qualification units.

2. Scope

The Consultant will provide sufficient Qualification Units in suitable Knowledge Subjects to meet the needs of all Engineering Construction Disciplines listed above. These qualification units will be delivered to workers who upon completion will be working at Grade 5, all units will be written in line with UK regulations and RQF General Conditions of Recognition.

3. Background

The ECITB wishes to introduce a knowledge qualification suitable to all Engineering Construction Disciplines that delivers the theoretical engineering principles required to work at Grade 5. 
Note that the RQF regulations dictate that the ‘qualification level’ is agreed towards the end of the development process, therefore the ‘qualification level’ is not yet established but is expected to be Level 3.
Additionally, a level 2 knowledge qualification has been developed, the details of which will be available to the developer upon contract award. (The content of this qualification should have no bearing this project)

4. The Services
The consultant will: 
· Analyse the requirement and put together a range of Qualification Units in suitable Knowledge Subjects that are relevant to the Engineering Construction Disciplines.
· Indicate which Qualification Units are suitable for each Engineering Construction Discipline.
· Write the learning outcomes and assessment criteria for each Qualification Unit.
· Consult with the Working Group throughout the process acting on their recommendations.
· Comply with RQF General Conditions of Recognition.
· Provide any supporting information for the assessment criteria.
· Provide details of assessment methods.
Note that the required Knowledge Subjects are not technical competence units and will only include academic theoretical principles.
At this stage, the development will only be applicable to an English RQF qualification.

5. Additional Services

ECITB may request Additional Services (as defined in the Form of Contract) from the Consultant.

5.1	Other activities

Attend additional meetings with ECITB.
Tenders should include Day Rates for the provision of Additional Services.  Where appropriate identify different rates, e.g. rates for attending meetings,   Training Delivery or Support activities.  


6. Expenses

Any expenses incurred by the Consultant in the performance of the contract, such as hotel costs, pilot costs and air/rail travel, will only be reimbursed by ECITB if:

· they are reasonable
· they are agreed in advance with the Project Manager
· claims for such expenses are accompanied by valid receipts.

Agreed exceptional expenses must be inclusive of VAT.

It is the ECITB’s policy to agree exceptional expenses on the following basis:

· Rail journeys - Standard Class
· Car mileage - Not to exceed 45p per mile, all inclusive
· Airfares - economy class
· Taxis/Hire Cars should only be used if other forms of public transport are not available. (Hire cars, if used, must not be retained unless retention is a cheaper option than any necessary use of taxis)
· Hotels - Up to 3 star.
Agreed expenses will be reimbursed on an ‘as incurred’ basis and should not be included in any tender costings.
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