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INVITATION TO BID (ITB) FOR SEND INCLUSION IN PE, SCHOOL SPORT AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY GRANT 2018-20
1
Please see details of how to bid for SEND inclusion in PE, school sport and physical activity grant funding for 2018-19 and 2019-20 to increase and improve opportunities for pupils with SEND to participate in PE, sport and physical activity in schools to the specification outlined below and in the accompanying documents. Enclosed are:


Section 1
(within this letter) Instructions and information on the bidding procedures


Section 2
(within this letter) Specification
The SEND inclusion in PE, school sport and physical activity Application Form and Guidance accompanying this letter provides full details of: 
·            Information to be provided by the bidder

· 
About your organisation

· 
About your proposal

·            Eligibility Declaration this must be completed and 
           returned with your bid application.
2 Please read the instructions on the bidding procedures carefully.  Failure to comply with them may invalidate your bid which must be returned by the date and time given below. 

3 An electronic copy of your bid must be sent to PEandSEND.GRANT@education.gov.uk no later than noon on Thursday 1 November 2018. You must specify your organisation name and in the subject line.  Late bids will not be considered and any bids that are incomplete will not be assessed.
4
We are not able to respond to individual enquiries directly.  If you have any questions about the bidding procedure which are not covered in the frequently asked questions (FAQ) document please contact PEandSEND.GRANT@education.gov.uk.The enquiry email box will close at 5pm on Thursday 18 October and all responses will be posted in a revised FAQ by close Wednesday 24 October.  Section 1 also contains details for bidding and  providing you with further information or clarification of the Department’s requirement.


PE and School Sport Team
Department for Education
SECTION 1

INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION ON BIDDING PROCEDURES

1.
These instructions are designed to ensure that all bids are given equal and fair consideration.  It is important therefore that you provide all the information asked for in the format and order specified. Please contact PEandSEND.GRANT@education.gov.uk if you have any doubts as to what is required or you have difficulty in providing the information requested.  Pre-bid negotiations are not allowed.

2.
Please note that references to the 'Department' throughout these documents mean The Secretary of State for Education acting through his representatives in the Department for Education.

Grant Period

3.
We will provide all successful organisations with the final version of the DfE grant funding agreement. This agreement will set out our expectations of all successful applicants and all bidders will be required to accept the final version in full. A grant funding agreement with the successful organisation will be finalised in November, with the intention of issuing a final grant funding agreement by 30 November 2018. Applicants can apply for grant funding for proposals running for between 1 December 2018 and 31 March 2020.  The successful grant will be reviewed at the end of the first year of delivery (March 2019). The monitoring reports will be used to assess delivery against the stated project plan before funding for 2019-2020 is confirmed. Project delivery plans should take this review into account.  
Incomplete Bid
4.
Bids may be rejected if the information asked for in the ITB and Specification is not given at the time of bidding.

Returning Bids
5.
Bids must be submitted electronically to PEandSEND.GRANT@education.gov.uk by noon on Thursday 1 November 2018
Receipt of Bids

6.
Bids will be received up to the time and date stated. Those received before the due date will be retained unopened until then.  It is the responsibility of the bidder to ensure that their bid is delivered not later than the appointed time. Please do not submit duplicate bids as this delays the assessment process.   

Acceptance of Bids
7.
Your bid is not an agreement or grant. Meeting the selection criteria does not guarantee funding. Funding is limited and applications will be assessed and prioritised according to the extent to which they meet the selection criteria. Only high quality applications are likely to be considered for funding. 
Inducements

8.
Offering an inducement of any kind in relation to obtaining this or any other grant with the Department will disqualify your bid from being considered and may constitute a criminal offence.
Costs and Expenses

9.
We expect bids to be no higher than £300,000 (pro rata) for each financial year. The grant funding should be for additional activity and not substitute for existing, non-DfE, funding sources. You will not be entitled to claim from the Department any costs or expenses which you may incur in preparing your bid, whether or not your bid is successful.
Feedback

10.
Following the award of grants, feedback will be available, on request, to unsuccessful bidders on request once successful grant agreements are in place after December 2018.
Freedom Of Information 
11.
The Department is committed to open government and to meeting its responsibilities under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Accordingly, all information submitted to the Department may need to be disclosed in response to a request under the Act.  If you consider that any of the information included in your proposal is commercially sensitive, please identify it and explain (in broad terms) what harm may result from disclosure if a request is received, and the time period applicable to that sensitivity. You should be aware that, even where you have indicated that information is commercially sensitive, we may still be required to disclose it under the Act if a request is received. Please also note that the receipt of any material marked ‘confidential’ or equivalent by the Department should not be taken to mean that we accept any duty of confidence by virtue of that marking. If a request is received, we may also be required to disclose details of unsuccessful proposals.
State Aid

12.
State Aid rules must be adhered to. State Aid is a European law term which refers to forms of financial support from a public body or publicly-funded body, given to organisations engaged in economic activity on a selective basis, which has the potential to distort competition and affect trade between member states of the European Union. Unauthorised State Aid is unlawful aid and if public authorities award State Aid in breach of the rules, the European Commission has the power to require repayment with interest from the aid beneficiary. State Aid may be permitted if it falls under a certain threshold. This is known as de minimis aid. Currently the total de minimis aid granted to any one organisation must not exceed €200,000 over any period of three financial years. 
13.
Therefore, if you have received State Aid from any public body in the previous three financial years you must let us know on the application form. If your organisation has received State Aid in the previous three financial years below the de minimis threshold, this may well limit the amount that you are eligible for.
Government Efficiency Spending Controls: Marketing and Advertising
 

14.
As part of the Government’s commitment to efficiency  controls, bidders should be aware that there are restrictions on what grant funding can be used for in relation to all paid-for communications and marketing activities.  The controls apply to most communications activity including printing and publications, events, PR and digital communications activity.  Exemptions may be granted for essential activities where cost effectiveness can be evidenced and where other no cost or low cost options have been exhausted. 

15.
Exemptions for expenditure under £100k can be approved by DfE (through EC controls) where proposed communications related activity is judged to be critical to delivery of the project and meeting agreed national priorities for the Government.  

 16.
We do not envisage that projects will bid for expenditure over £100k on communications and marketing related activities, but if requested these would need exemption clearances from within DfE and also the Cabinet Office in line with the Government’s Marketing and Advertising Efficiency Controls. Therefore organisations whose proposals fall into this category may need to provide further information which might result in a delay in clearing funding. 

Evaluation Criteria
17.
The bid process will be conducted in a manner that ensures bids are evaluated fairly to ascertain the economically most advantageous bid.

18.
Your response to the bid specification will be evaluated using the criteria set out in Section 1(5) of the application form.  All of the information requested in this application form must be provided to enable your application to be considered.
Bid Period
19.
Due to the intensive evaluation process the Department requires bids to remain valid until 1st January 2018.
Basis of the Grant
20.
The specification in Section 2,  delivery and finance information provided, together with any special requirements, will form the basis of the Agreement between the successful bidder and the Secretary of State for Education.

Timetable 
21.
The below timetable is provisional and may be subject to change, but will be adhered to by the Department as far as reasonably possible. The successful bidders must be prepared to start delivering activities in December 2018.

	Activity
	Timescale

	Invitation to bid published
	Thursday 4 October

	Deadline for bids
	Noon Thursday 1 November

	Notification of outcome
	Mid November 2018

	Due diligence checks and grant negotiation period 
	End of November 2018

	Grant awarded and grant funding agreements finalised
	End of November 2018

	Funded activity begins
	Early December 2018


 Conclusions
22.
Whilst every endeavour has been made to give bidders an accurate description of the Department's requirement, bidders should make their own assessment about the methods and resources needed to meet those requirements.

SECTION 2

SPECIFICATION

1. Introduction/Background 

Our vision for PE and school sport is measurable and sustained improvement, underpinned by high-quality teaching that increases participation levels in physical activity and leads to healthier pupils who are more engaged across the whole curriculum.  
2. Purpose
We are making available a maximum of £300,000 of grant funding per year for 2018/19 and 2019/20 to kick-start or develop an existing programme that supports inclusion in PE and school sport. We want to ensure that all children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) have equal access to PE and sport. 

The successful bid will deliver a programme that will support pupils with SEND to increase their engagement in PE, sport and physical activity. We expect to see a clear plan for how this will be achieved, which should be based on evidence.
Bids should cover the elements of a delivery plan for how the programme will improve and extend the quality of schools’ PE and sports provision and teaching, how pupils will be supported to increase their engagement and participation in PE, sport and physical activity throughout the school day, and what the measurable impact on the pupils will be. The delivery plan should include details of key outputs and milestones.  A plan for measuring impact through an evaluation should be included.
Key considerations are

· The programme must be able to evidence the impact on: 

· Increasing the quality of schools’ PE and sports teaching and provision
· Increasing opportunities for pupils with SEND to achieve 30 active minutes within the school day
· Increasing the engagement and participation of pupils with SEN and disabilities
· The programme should take into consideration the national curriculum for PE in England.
· The programme must include an element which improves the quality of swimming and water safety lessons for pupils with SEND.
· We are interested in a programme that is open to both primary and secondary pupils, although we would be willing to consider bids at either stage of education if this decision for the programme design is evidence based.

· We are interested in a programme that promotes opportunities to build character, such as resilience, leadership and self-belief.   

· We will consider bids that target a specific group of children (e.g children in years 6 and 7 or those with particular types of SEN or disability) but clear rationale and evidence should be included to support this. 
· We are interested in a programme which facilitates integration of provision for pupils with SEND.
· We are keen that our investment should offer strong value for money and be sustainable. We will consider bids for both national or more targeted regional schemes. In the latter case, we may wish to work with you to explore how the model could be replicated by others in different areas of the country in the future.
· We are interested in a proposal that has national relevance.  A bid which delivers in a number of locations across England would be of interest, however a bid focussed on only one city or region would not.  This helps ensure the Department gains excellent value for money from the bid by ensuring relevance to schools across the country, rather than a focus on local barriers which may not be replicated on a wider scale.

3.  Funding 
We are making available a maximum of £300,000 of grant funding per year for 2018/19 and 2019/20 to kick-start or develop an existing programme that supports inclusion in PE and school sport.
We are not seeking to fund research related activity, pilots, small scale local innovation projects, services or activities which we would expect to be commissioned locally.

4. Eligibility criteria checklist

This checklist has been designed to help you decide whether you are eligible to apply for this SEND inclusion in PE, school sport and physical activity grant 2018-20 before you go to the time and expense of submitting an application.  You should also read Section 2: eligibility information checklist in the Application form (pg 9).
· We are only seeking bids from organisations who have national reach and impact.  A programme which delivers in a number of sites across the country would be of interest, however a programme which focusses on delivery in only one city or region would not be of interest to the Department. 

· Proposals should demonstrate expertise in PE, school sport and physical activity in schools with a proven track record of delivering high quality programmes with schools.

· Proposals should demonstrate their ability to work with a network of schools and the school workforce to deliver PE and sport projects.

· Proposals should demonstrate knowledge of barriers schools and pupils with SEND face in the provision of high quality PE, sport and physical activity opportunities.
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