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Tel 000  000 0000  
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name


 To SuppliersForest Research
Alice Holt Lodge
Farnham

Tel 0300 067 5651  
Caroline.gorton@forestresearch.gov.uk

Project manager
Caroline Gorton







30 October 2020


Dear Sir/Madam

REQUEST FOR QUOTATION FOR SUPPLY & DELIVERY OF FOUR REAL TIME PCR SYSTEMS
REF NO: CR2020/21/033
You are invited to submit a quotation for two 96-well and two 384-well, five channel multicolour real time PCR systems as detailed below.
Forest Research wishes to purchase two 96-well and two 384-well plate-based PCR instruments for pathogen detection and quantification (diagnostics), gene expression and gene variation analysis.  Instruments should have five colour detection capabilities for a range of dyes commonly used in probe formats.  Instrument software needs to perform absolute quantification, Tm calling, relative quantification, melting-curve-based genotyping
Quotations should include for delivery, installation and commissioning.  It is essential that equipment is delivered to Forest Research before 30 March 2020.  
Delivery to:  Forest Research, Alice Holt Lodge, Gravel Hill Road, Wrecclesham, GU10 4LH.  
Please send your quotation and any enquires about this invitation by email to: 
Dr Caroline Gorton
Email: Caroline.gorton@forestresearch.gov.uk
Phone: 0300 067 5651
Your quotation, incorporating the requirements specified below, must be submitted by email by 11.00 hours on Wednesday 11 November 2020.  Late submissions will not be considered. 
Quotations will be evaluated as detailed in the Evaluation Matrix below, and the selected quote/supplier chosen accordingly.
Please note the following conditions:
· Any contract concluded as a result of this RFQ shall be governed by English Law and the Forestry Commission’s Standard Terms and Conditions of Contract will apply[endnoteRef:1]. Your terms will not apply. [1:  Conditions of Contract for the Purchase of Goods (and any related Services) As amended (January 2016) which are available to view and download here https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/documents/7835/Goods_and_Services_ContractSchedule1Jan2016_FR_version.pdf
] 

· The quotation and all accompanying documents are to be in English
· Forest Research reserves the right to cancel or withdraw from the process at any stage
· Forest Research does not undertake to accept the lowest priced quotation, or part or all of any quotation
· All information supplied to you by Forest Research must be treated in confidence and not disclosed to third parties
· Once the contract has been awarded, any additional costs incurred which are not reflected in the quotation will not be accepted for payment
· Offering an inducement of any kind in relation to obtaining this or any other contract with the Forestry Commission will disqualify your quotation from being considered and may constitute a criminal offence.

Yours faithfully


Dr Caroline Gorton
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Page 2
Ref CR2020/21/033  RFQ for Supply & Delivery of Four Real-Time PCR Instruments
Quotation Requirements

· All details of your quotation, including prices, must remain valid and open for acceptance for a period of 60 days from the date of submission.
· Quoted prices must be fixed, quoted in GBP and exclusive of VAT.
· Quoted prices are to be based on the following payment terms:
The Contract Price shall become payable on delivery of the Goods and payment will be made within 30 days of receipt of invoice.
· You are required to complete and return an itemised pricing schedule using the format shown below.
· Your quotation must include confirmation of the scope of supply and a full product specification for the Goods offered (including for any options or extras offered).
· Your quotation must also include responses to the Award Questions set out below.
· State clearly the lead time (the time to deliver the Goods from receipt of order). Note that your quoted price should be based on standard delivery.
· In your quotation please identify 
· the length and scope of the product warranty/guarantee offered (and included for in your quoted price) and 
· any extended warranty available and the price for this.
· In your submission you should describe what, if any, after-sales services and support you provide.
· You are to provide the name and contact details of at least one recent customer who we may contact for a reference.
· 

Pricing Schedule
	Ref
	Description
	Price
(£)

	1.0
	Supply of two 96-well and two 384-well real time PCR instruments with multicolour detection formats
	

	2.0
	Warranty for the above
	

	3.0
	Delivery of the above to Alice Holt, Wrecclesham, GU10 4LH
	

	4.0
	Installation and commissioning the instruments at Alice Holt, Wrecclesham, GU10 4LH
	

	5.0
	4 (four) desktop computers for instruments with network connectivity for data analysis
	

	
	TOTAL
	

	6.0
	Extended Warranty
	

	7.0
	Possibility to purchase a multi-year service contract.
	

	
	
	




Award Questions/Evaluation Criteria
As part of your quotation, you are required to provide clear and full responses to each of the following questions.

Q1a.	Does the qPCR instrument software supplied operate on Windows 10 (the version of Windows currently used by Forest Research)?
Q1b.	To what extent is the qPCR instrument software capable of upgrading (to operate on or be compatible with subsequent versions (releases) of Windows)?

Q2a.	Do the qPCR instruments require routine spectral calibration with dye standards? 
Q2b.	If yes, is spectral calibration of the instrument necessary to meet accreditation requirements? 
Q2c.	If yes, please indicate the likely reagent cost of this calibration.

Q3.	Is the instrument software able to store results for accreditation and certification purposes?

Q4.	To what extent is it necessary to use qPCR reagents and plastics provided by the instrument provider?


Evaluation Matrix
	Combination of Price and Other Criteria

	Criteria
	Weighting
	Scoring System

	Price
	50%
	Price will be evaluated using the ‘standard differential method’ – each party submitting a quote receives 100% of the available marks less the percentage by which their tender is more expensive than the lowest; with 4 being the maximum score achievable.

	Q1a.  Does the qPCR instrument software supplied operate on Windows 10 (the version of Windows currently used by Forest Research)?
	5%
	0 – no response provided
1 – does not operate on Windows 10
2 – does not operate on Windows 10 as standard but can be upgraded to do so (additional cost)
3 – operates on Windows 10 but with some limitations or loss of functionality
4 – fully compatible with Windows 10/operates fully on Windows 10

	Q1b. To what extent is the qPCR instrument software capable of upgrading (to operate on or be compatible with subsequent versions (releases) of Windows)?
	10%
	0 – no response provided
1 – not upgradeable
4 – upgradeable (subject to nature of new versions of Windows)          

	Q2a.  Do the qPCR instruments require routine spectral calibration with dye standards?
	5%
	0 – no response provided
1 – yes, frequently
2 – yes, less frequently/occasionally
4 - no

	Q2b. If yes, is spectral calibration of the instrument necessary to meet accreditation requirements? 
	5%
	0 – no response provided
1 – yes
2 – no
4 - spectral calibration with dye standards is not required


	Q2c. If yes, please indicate the likely reagent cost of this calibration.
	5%
	0 – no response provided
1 – high (relative to others)
2 – moderate (relative to others)
3 – low (relative to others)
4 - spectral calibration with dye standards is not required

	Q3.  Is the instrument software able to store results for accreditation and certification purposes?
	10%
	0 – no response provided
1 – no
3 -yes

	Q4.  To what extent is it necessary to use qPCR reagents and plastics provided by the instrument provider?
	10%
	0 – no response provided
1 – only reagents and plastics provided by the instrument provider can be used
2 - reagents and plastics provided by an alternative supplier approved by the instrument provider can be used
3 – there is a choice of suppliers/products approved by the instrument provider
4 – reagents and plastics can be freely sourced from a choice of suppliers

	TOTAL
	100%
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