Questions and Answers

	
Q1)	Section 4.3: Is there a requirement for an Application with UI (User Interface) for own re-use if the need arises?
A1)	There is no current requirement for an Application with a UI. Our own reuse can be conducted from the underlying code / FME workspace assuming it is fully documented.

Q2)	Section  5.1: What’s the size of each file (excel)? How many no of sheets does each excel file have?
A2)	Each of the excel files contain only 1 sheet. The number of records within each sheet can vary widely between ~300 and ~3000 (though the consistent schema should mitigate most effects of row-count on time/resource requirements).

Q3)	What kind of data normalisation is required? e.g. Date is in text form and convert it to date format or vice versa etc. How many fields (estimated/accurate) require data normalisation?
A3) 	As the data are currently in Excel spreadsheets, some form of coercion/casting is  likely to be required (the values are retained as “General” type in the spreadsheets). The ESAS schema does not include a field of type date (the values are retained separated as day, month, year) so this specific cast should not be required.

Q4)	Section 5.3: The primary key (Trip key) as mentioned in the Annex is a unique field. However when ref checked in sample file shared, it’s not the case. The same appears in multiple instances in rows.
A4) 	If the sample shared file you describe is the excel spreadsheet, then this is because the spreadsheet is flattened, with all data joined, in effect, to the species table level. The database’s one-to-many relationships between the three tables result in multiple “species” assigned to a single “position”, and multiple “positions” to a single “trip”.

Q5)	What logic is to be used to convert Sheet level Primary key  (Trip Key) to Database level Primary key? We have the number series mentioned in the Annex A but should the same be replaced in the schema for currently mentioned field details?
A5)	In the excel spreadsheets, tripkey numbers always start from 1. This number can be made sequential by adding it to the maximum tripkey value for data currently held in the database at time of spreadsheet import. i.e. if the maximum value of tripkey in the database is 1000 then on import, tripkeys of values [1, 2, 3…] in the spreadsheet should be altered to values [1001,1002,1003…]. This is the same situation with the fields “poskey” and “species_key”, they need only relate within the final database.

Q6)	Section 5.4: What info is to be stored in logs that are required, details required? E.g. Row No., Sheet name etc. What is the format of the logs required – Database or text files?
A6)	A spreadsheet would be a preferable form of the log files,  as all key values in the spreadsheet begin from one, a sheet retaining the original spreadsheet name, and starting values for the keys would suffice.

Q7)	Section 6.3: Does the implementation require any training? Is Code level documentation required (e.g. what each section of code does or refers to what part of the application etc)?
A7)	No training should be required, but code-level documentation is required.
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Q8)	Section NEW ESAS Data SCHEMA  - Are there any field size restrictions by characters? What is the data type of each field?

A9)	There should be no field size restrictions in the new ESAS schema. Data types of fields should be discernible from the postgres dump available at: https://jncc.iweb-storage.com/s/IjVhNzA4YjgwNzM2ZTdkMGZhMDkzMGIxNiI.O6-P_yz9dywiCaWgMUMyL-bHBO8



